Stockton Middle School 




P.O. Box 190, 906 South Street 



Stockton. Missouri 65785 
(417)276-616! LxL 205 
Fax: (417)276-6389 



Dr. Sandberg; 

I respect! ull\ offer on behalf of the committee selected to review the challenged 
book, Angus, 1 hongs ami Full-Fronial Snogging the recommendation fn.HH our concerted 
efforts. After receiving input from \arious participants in the requeuing challenging 
process, the committee met on November 10 Ib . to deliberate and exchange opinions. After 
much discussion, nur conclusion was to recommend thai the book remain in our I i bran, 
but to be retained with restrictions. 1 hose restrictions will be limiting the use of the hook 
to 7 th and K Ui grade students. Our Librarian would he the responsible pari) to insure these 
restrictions are upheld should the school board decide to accept the recommendation of 
the committee. 

We fee! this recommendation satisfies the wishes of the (\ IU grade parent who initiated 
the challenge which stated the "hook should not he read h\ 1 { \ ear olds/' as well as 
reflecting the shared opinions of our committee. 

1 wish to thank the members of our committee, (linger Hendrickson. Donis Hwing. 
Annie (iant(vvho was unable io attend the meeting h Vickie Yarnell. Carol (oilman. I ori 
hong. John Klder and Gaila Beach. 

Respectful h Submitted. 




Bill Crahtree 

Stockton R4 Middle School Principa. 



Stockton Middle School 

item List, Detailed by 
Selected: 
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Alexandria 5.52.2 



FfC Ren 

Angus, thongs and full-frontal snogging 

Rennison, Louise. 
1st Avon ed. 

New York : Avon Books. 2003, C1999 
234 p. ; 18 cm. 



Sequence £0683 
ISBN; 0060521848 

Policv: STD - Slandard Item 



Presents the humorous journal of a year in me life of a fourteen-year-old British girl who fries to reduce the 
size of her nose, stop her mad cat from terrorizing the neighborhood animals, and win the love of handsome 
hunk Robbie, 

Sequel; On the bright side, I'm now the girlfriend of a sex god. 
Copy# Barcode Accession Vendor Library Location 

1 108337 Nov 4,2003 None Stoc 

Purchase Cost: 13.24 Replacement Cost: 13.24 



Shelving 



igus, thongs and full-frontal snogging 



•pies Available..... .,.1/1 Accession Date Nov 4, 2003 

etime Checkouts..,., ...48 First Use Date Jan 21 , 2004 

st Use Date.... ......... ...Sep 3, 2008 

st Modifications 

ien 12:00 am by 

ien 12:00 am by 

ien... 12:00 am by 

08 Checkouts 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Tot 

6337 0000 0000 1 000 1 

tels 1 1 
07 Checkouts 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Tot 

6337 200000000200 4 

tels 200000000200 4 
06 Checkouts 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Tot 

6337 410000002001 8 

tals 410000002001 8 
05 Checkouts 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Tot 

6337 111000010313 11 

tals 1 1 1 1 3 1 3 11 

04 Checkouts 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Tot 

6337 263300012313 24 



Names 



Vicki 



Sandberg 



From 



Hendricks, Rodney R NWK (Rodney, R,Hendncks®owk02.usace,aririyjTiil] 
Friday. November 18, 2005 10 49 AM 



Sent: 



To: 



Vtcki Sandberg 



Subject; Names 
Good Morning 

Here are 8 names and some info re! the individuals la be considered for the Review Committee for Challenged Materials 

1} Ha?el Adklnson ~ retired MK&mn from outside of Stockton ~ 41? 276 5558 

2} Joy Rut ledge - p^ent of 2 children in Stockton R-1 - home 276 651 3 work 278 5900 

3} Kafhy Kerr - parent ol 2 children in Stockton FM - home 276 3002 

4} Mary Jane Miller wife of Ronnie Miller, retired teacher from Stockton R-1 Elementary - home 276 81 00 
5^ Jayne Ewing * parent of 2 children in Stockton R-1 home 278 8343 
6) Jeff Walt . parent of Stockton R1 home 276 7027 cell 276 9954 

7> Alio Rupke •• paient of 2 children in Stockton R-1 , co-worker of mine, new to area former school board member ot 
Alma. NE cell 308 920 0166 home work 276 31 1 3 

8) Sharon Belcher . parent of 1 child in Stockton R -1, co-worker of mine, home 276 3402 work 276 3113 

I have only spoken to Sharon Belcher tef the potential detail - she was fine w/ it I can contact more if vou would like for 
me to, I thought this might be a good way lot you to get to know some more people and they can get to know you as 
well? 

I will not be available for the Planning Meeting on 11/29 ~ I will be at Mrliord. KS I think that it may bo bos! for yon io 
"lead" the discussions ~~ 

Some initial thoughts - 

Budget - I think that the school has been "appropriately conservative" m the past few years. There have been some lean 
times and we were able to weather the storm better than some districts - due to on? holdings The future may hold more 
problems w/ state and federal budgets shrinking. On the other hand - 1 do not want to increase our reserves any more 
than necessary, I want to be uWzmg the available funds for fire right reasons - students and teachers If / as the tax base 
increases so should our expenditures for the right priorities 

Curriculum ~ it is becoming more critical that we teach the "right things" to meet the testing requirements, l think that we 
will see more curriculum forced upon us fi om above • state and federal I think we definitely need to look at each area - 

math, science, history, etc vertical & between buildings K-12 so that we are providing the instruction in a logical 

manner and appropriate levels 

Personnel - 1 think a goal of our has been, and should continue to be - to keep the teacher / student ratio as low as 
possible I know this is challenging due to increased enrollment and space If we are not able io construct a new facility - 
I think we have to look at the "trailers" as a means to provide space. We need to continue our efforst to atttact and retain 
the best teachers We have to stay competitive w/ other school districts as far as salary, and continue to maintain our 
facilities and instruction at a level where teachers are attracted to the district 

Facilities - I thmk a new High School on the South Campus is the only real solution, The ofhei options on the- North 
Campus are only "band-aids" for a short term, "I would take a great teacher over a new classtoom anytime, but imagme 
the potential for success If you combine a great teacher w/ a new classroom w/ inci eased space and emmnt 
technology", I think that we do a pretty good job w/ qui current facilities - but we always need to be looking for ways to 
improve them We need to be sure that we are maintaining them at appropriate levels and doing w remo'Je!lirig ta where / 
when if rs necessary. 



Names 
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Just some quick thoughts - they may oe off the mark, when discussion actuality begins 

Thanks for all that you do for the students of Sloefcton R1 . II was very encouraging to hear the auditors comments and 
findings it is also nice to hear the positive comments from members of the community and district, 

Have a goud weekend. 

Rod H 

i 



I ! 183J05 



Vicki Sandberg 



From: 

Sent: 

To; 

Subject; 



Travis Shaw {t$haw@stockton.k12.mo us] 

Monday, January 09, 2006 11:58 AM 
Vicki Sandberg 
RE; book 



A 

Kmmmmmmm*/ 

DEAR SUPERIN TTNMiNT. 

THESE ARE COP'Ks 01- PAGES f ROM A !KX)K THAI MY 13 VFAK OLD 
DAUGHTER CHECKED OUT OF THE SCHOOL LIBRARY PLEASE READ 
THESE PAGES. 1 C ANNOT BELIEVE THAT A JR HIGH GIRL CAN 0E1 THIs 
KIND OF STEW FROM I HE SC HOOL LIBRARY WTJHOUI SOMEONE 
KNOW fNG WHAT IS IN IT. Ah A SOCIETY, WE WONDER WHY OUR 
CHILDREN ARE IN THE SHAPE THEY ARE IN AN J J WHY TEENAGE 
PREGNANCY LS SO h'ICH MA\ BE "f HI- ANSWER IS PJtHT IN EH ON I O r !"S 

MY PHONE NUMBER A'l WORK IS MO-3 <9S. PEE AST '.ALL ME AND DISCUSS 
THIS WITH ME AS SOON A? POSSIBLE, 

MY HUSBAND WAS NOT HAPPY WHEN HE fOUXD OUT WHAT WAS IN THE 
LIBRARY BOOK SHE WAS REAPIKO, HE WILL BE COMING fN TOMORROW 
TO SPEAK WITH YOU. 

PIEA.VK j.rr Vf£ KNOW WHAT Opl FOK'S WE HAVE RFCaRDIMi iH!S ISSUE. 
THANK. YOU SO MUCH 
CONNIE MOORE 



c3 Hw^ 'O^-X 



Regulation 6241 



Insinicjtioii 
CMIlenaed Materials 

On occasion, honest differences of opinion may aiise about books or materials used in the public 
schools. In order to handle questions that might arise in an impartial and orderly manner, the 
following procedures shall be followed: 

1 All complaints shall be reported immediately to the building principal involved, 
whether these come by telephone, letter, or personal conference 

2. The person making the complaint shall receive the form "Review of Instructional 

Materials " A copy of this form, contained in this regulation, may be picked up in the 
administrator's office. 

3 This form must be completed and returned by the person making the complaint. 

4. Media beinu questioned will be removed from use. pending committee study and 
final action by the Board of Education, unless the material questioned is a basic text . 

5 . The Superintendent of Schools shall, within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the written 
request, appoint a review committee of nine people The committee shall consist of the 
administrator of the building involved, three teachers, a member of the Board of 
Education, and four lay persons. The administrator shall serve as secretary 

6. The classroom teachers appointed shall be represented by the grade level or subject area 
where the media is used, another grade level or subject area, and a librarian. 

7. The four lay persons appointed shall be selected from a list of eight people recommended 
to the Superintendent by the president of the Board of Education. Two of the four persons 
appointed must be parents- guardians of children in the schools. 

8 . Within twenty (20) days of the appointment of the committee, the committee shall meet, 
review the written request for reconsideration, raid the questioned materials, evaluate, and 
prepare a written repon of its findings and recommendations to the Superintendent of 
Schools. 

9. The committee may recommend that the questioned materials be: 



Retained without restriction 



Regulation 6241 
Page 2 

b. Retained with reaction, or 
c Not retained. 

The Superintendent slialL at the next appointed meeting of the Board of Education report the 
recommendations of the Review Comrniitee to the Board of Education. The decision of die 
Board will be final. 

The decision of the Board shall be reported to the principal of the school to the complainant 
and to other appropriate professional personnel on the next school day. The principal shall 
see that the decision of the Board is carried out. 

The librarian responsible for thai school shall keep on file all pertinent information 
concerning the questioned materials or any books or materials likely to tie questioned, 



REVIEW OF INSTRUCTION aL MATERIALS 



Type ofniaierta] foook, tiirr H pan^phlet, etc.), i::< f^ Ckl.lfi + 



Ink of nmm^^_^ ;U£ , ^ 

Authox: jj.iil/: l^S'^ - f;.^ 

Y oui nair*, address, tekphoac number ^ v/, X ; ' t 41 s . l j 7 / v J v . ! ij] ■„ ^ A , ' S 

Do vou tevtr a chflc ia the school ^oncemcd? . / / ^ Ou^, _ 

( ornpiainaia: aiso represents' others;^ J/t^ _ < ^ 



(otliet group- identify* 



"° w hat pan of the xniuerwi do you object? Che words, page mmbevy^ \ J/js: u / / ^J<\ <r - / 
Why do h-u object to tha rnatenai?^ * V j/,; ./ , jjjL^?. /V j f 

Are > ou tenijar with the rauge ofnmtenais usee i* the school jy^vu $ oi, tks v ~' 1 

/i't'*) .... 



Do vou approve of present z dKersav oi porcb oiV^-w it*vji mattrjaJ h die cll^o^i"" 

. <l4Z_ 

5ho$c tins be wfoirawn ion: ail sudentf*' Yes ^ _ No . _ _ 

y' V.^V <¥\J J fnyu 7 / / - / ^ , ^ 

Signature cf CoirpJausant - ' £> ale 

Please givc-sena this mibnmtion to: Ov. V/i->k* Sandler 



™ 

Super incident 

1*0 Box I ! ?0 St^c kt^n , HU t>^'^5 




Fax Transmittal Form 



To Connie Moore 
Attn; 

Phone number 

fox numha. (4 1 7) 6S2-6P45 



F rom Dr Vicfcr Sandberg 
Super amendeni's Office 

Phone. 4?7 276-5143 
Fax: 417 276-3765 



□ Urgent Date sem. 1 M 1-05 

□ Tor Review Time sent: 

u Ple<ise Commenr Number of pages including cover page 

□ Please Reply 



Message: 



Imxnmmn 



On occasion, honest differences of opinion may arise about books or materials used in the public 
schools. In order to handle questions that might arise in an impartial and orderly manner, the 
following procedures shall be followed' 

1 . All complaints shall be reported immediately to the building principal involved, 
whether these come by telephone. letter, or personal conference. 

2. The person making the complaint shall receive the form "Review of Institutional 
Materials." A copy of this form, contained in this regulation, may be picked up in the 

administrator's office. 

3 . This form must be completed and returned by the person making the complaint. 

4. Media being questioned will be removed from use. pending committee study and 
final action by the Board of Education, unless the material questioned is a basic text 

5. The Superintendent of Schools shall, within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the written 
request, appoint a review committee of nine people. The committee shall consist of the 
administrator of the building involved, three teachers, a member of the Board of 
Education, and four lay persons The administrator shall serve as secretary. 

6. The classroom teachers appointed shall be represented by the grade level or subject area 
where the media is used, another grade level or subject area, and a librarian 

7. The four lay persons appointed shall be selected from a list of eight people recommended 
to the Superintendent by the president of the Board of Education Two of the tour persons 
appointed must be parents guardians of children in the schools. 

g. Within twenty (20) days of the appointment of the committee, the committee shall meet. 

review the written request for reconsideration, read the questioned materials, evaluate, and 
prepare a written report of its findings and recommendations to the Superintendent of 
Schools 

9. The eommiuee mav recommend that the questioned materials be 
1l Retained without restriction. 



Reflation 6241 
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b. Retained with restriction, or 

c. Not retained. 

The Superintendent shall at the next appointed meeting of the Board of Education, report the 
recommendations of the Review Committee to the Board of Education The decision of the 
Board will be final 

The decision of the Board shall be reported to the principal of the school 10 the complainant, 
and to other appropriate professional personnel on the next school day. The principal shall 
see that the decision of the Board Ls carried out. 

The librarian responsible for thai school shall keep on file all pertinent information 
concerning the questioned materials or any books or materials Beefy to be questioned. 



Names 



Vicki 



Sandberg 



To; 



From 



Sent: 



Hendricks, Rodney R NWK JRodney*R.Hendricks@nwk02 usace.arniy.mil] 
Friday, Novembei 18. 2005 10 49 AM 

Vicki Sandbery 



Subject: Names 
Good Morning 

Heie are 8 names and some info ref the individuals to be considered for the Review Commltlpe lot Challenged Materials 

1; Hazel Adionson - retired librarian from outside ot Stockton ~ 417 278 5558 

2} Joy Rufledge - parent of 2 children in Stockton R-1 ~ home 278 5513 work 276 5900 

3) Kathy Kerr - parent of 2 children in Stockton R-1 - home 278 3002 

4) Mary Jane Miller - wife of Ronnie Miller, mtned teacher from Slockion R 1 Elementary - home 276 6100 

5) Jayne Ewing • parent of 2 children in Stockton R-1 home 278 6343 
6 1 Jeff Wall - parent of Stockton R1 home 276 7027 cell 2.76 9954 

*' 7) Ado Rupke ••• parent ot 2 children in Stockton co-worker of mine, now to area, former school board member of 
Alma. NE cell 308 920 0188 home ??? work 278 311 3 

8) Sharon Belcher - parent of 1 child in Stockton R-1 , co-worker of mine, home 276 3402 work 278 3113 

I nave only spoken to Sharon Belcher ref the potential detail - she was fine w/ if i can contact more if you would like tor 
me to. ! tnough! this might be a pood way for you to get to know some more people - and they can get to know you as 
well? 

I will not be available foi the Planning Meeting on 11/29 -■ I will be at Mifford KS. I think thai it may be best for you to 
lead* the discussions ~~ 

Some initial thoughts ~ 

Budget - 1 think thai the school has been 'appropriately conservative" in the past few years There have boon some l^ar 
times and wo were able to weather the storm better than some districts due to our holdings. Trie futon? may hold more 
problems w/ state and federal budgets shrinking On trie other hand I do not wan! to increase our reserves any more 
than necessary I want to be uiWimg the available funds for the right reasons - students and teachers If / as the tax base 
increases * so should our expenditures for the ngh! priorities. 

Curriculum - It is becoming more critical that we teach the "right things" to meet the testing requirements f think that we 
will see more curriculum forced upon us from above - state and federal I think we definitely need to look at each area - 
math, science, history etc vertical & between buildings • K-12 so that we are providing the instruction in a logical 
manner and appropriate levels 

Personnel - I think a goal of our has been and should continue to be - to keep the teacher / student ratio as low as 
possible. I know this is challenging doe to increased enrollment and space If we are not able to construct a new facility - 
I think we have? to look at the "trailers" as a means to provide space We need to continue our efforst to attract and reiam 
the best teachers. We have to stay competitive w/ other school districts as far as salary, and continue to maintain on: 
facilities and instruction at a level where teachers are attracted to the dlstmi. 

Facilities - 1 thmk a new High School on the South Campus is the only real solution The other options on the North 
Campus are only "Ofmct-aids" for a short teim. *1 would take a great teacher over a new classroom anytime, but imagine 
the potential for success if you combine a great teache* w/ a new classroom w/ increased space and current 
technology" I think that we do a pretty good job w/ our current facilities - but we always need to be looking for ways to 
improve them. We need to be sure that we are maintaining them at appropriate levels and doing h remodeli»r»jr where / 
when ft. is. necessary. 



11/21/2005 
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RE\TEW OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

T>pc of material (book, film, pamphlet etc.): _ , „ _ — 

Title of material: _ ^ „ ~ _ ~~ ~ 

Author: . .. - ~ — - 

Publisher: . _ ~~ . — 

Your name, address, telephone number: _ . , _ 

Do you have a child in the school concerned? _____ M _ „____ 

Complainant also represents others:^ m — — 

{ organization- name). _ . _ ,~ 

(other group-identify* .., „ _ 

To what part of the maierial do you object? Cite word*, page numbers: _ 

Why do you object to this material? „ _ 

.Are you femiliar with the range of materials used in the school system on this topic'? 

Do you approve of presenting a diversity of points of Mew about this material in the classroom*. 

Should this be withdraw) from all students'? Yes _ No 

Signature oiT^miplainant Date 

Please give -send this information to: Or* Vicki Sai^herg __ 

Superintendent 
St ock t on 1 Schools 

Address 

F0 Box 190 Stockton, MO 6578S 



Sample motions 



I ) Should the Absolutely 'I rue Diary of a Par! 1 ime Indian be allowed in the curriculuin 
of* the Stockton High Seiiool? Yes or No 

2 ) Should the Absolutely True Diar> of a Part l ime Indian be allowed in the Sloekion 
School I ibran 7 Yes or No -with the understanding (hat if the book is permitted in the 
h bran, there will be a third vole for the book to remain free of restriction or be restrieted. 

In the event of a 3 nl vote the ROH should discuss the idea of what restricted will be. \\ e 
are not limited to the restriction practice current I > in place ol'liaviiu- the book be labeled 
with an oranee star. I om Mickes and Kern Douglas agrees, that the book can be 
restricted with checkout only being allowed after a parent signs speeilicallv fur thai book. 



3 ) Should the Absolutely I rue Dian oi'a Part Time Indian be placed under the 
restriction at the Stockton School I ibran. ? Yes or No 



Policy 6114 
Policy 6230 
Policy 6241 

Regulation 6241 

Form 624 J 
Policy 6310 

Regulation 63 J 



1NSTRI ( riONAL SKKVICKS 



Policy 61 14 



Curriculum Services 
Curriculum A don t ion 



All curriculum developed by District staff shall be formally presented to the Board of Fdueation 
for official uppro\al before classroom implementation. 



\ 



iNSl'RUCTIONAL SERVICES 
Instruction 



Policy 6230 
(Regulation 6230) 



Textbook Selection and Adoption 



The Superintcndcm/designee will appoint a committee of teachers mid administraiors to review 
textbook offerings in specific instructional areas. The committee will submit its report together 
with its recommendation to the Superintendent. The Superintendent will consider the 
committee's report and make a recommendation to the Board for final approval 



I N ST R I < 1 1 ON A h S K R V I C ICS Policy 6241 

(Regulation 6241 ) 

Instruction (Form 624 1 ) 

Challenged Materials 



i he Board has the ultimate responsibility for establishing the curriculum and for purchasing 
instructional and/ or media materials to be used in the District. While the Board reeogni/es the 
right of students to free access to the many different types of books and instructional materials, 
the Board also recognizes the right of teachers and administrators to select books and other 
materials in accord with current trends in education and the established curriculum. 

It is therefore the poliex of the Board to require that books and other instructional materials shall 
be chosen for values of educational interest and the enlightenment of all students in the 
community. Instructional materials shall not be excluded on the basis of the writers racial 
nationalistic, political or religious views, livery effort will be made to provide materials that 
present all points of view concerning international national and local problems and issues of our 
times, Books, or other instructional or media materials of sound factual authority, shall not he 
prescribed, nor removed from library shelves or classrooms on the basis of partisan or doctrinal 
approval or disapproval The Board will strive to provide stimulating, effective materials that 
will be appropriate to the community's values and the students' abilities and maturity levels. 

Instructional or media materials used in the District's educational program consist of various 
types of print and nonprint materials. Despite the care taken to select those materials deemed to 
be educationally useful, occasional objections to the selection of instructional materials may be 
made by the public, Mow ever, the principles of academic freedom and the freedom to read must 
be defended* rathei than the materials. 

If a challenge is made, it should be properly channeled through guidelines and procedures 
established by the Board 



INSTRtiCTIONALSKKVICrFS 
Instruction 



Regulation 624 1 
(Form 6241) 



Challenged Materials 



On occasion, honest differences of opinion may arise about hooks or materials used in the public 
schools, In order to handle questions that might arise in an impartial and orderly manner, (he 
following procedures shall he followed; 

I . All complaints shall he reported immediately to the building principal involved, whether 
these come h> telephone, letter, or personal conference. 

2* The person making the complaint shall receive the form "Review of Instructional 
Materials/ 1 A copy of this form may he picked up in the administrator's office. 

3. This form must be completed and returned by the person making the complainL 

4, Media being questioned will be removed from use, pending committee study and final 
action h\ the Board of Education, unless the material questioned is a basic text. 

% The Superintendent of Schools shall within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the written 
request, appoint a review committee of nine people. The committee shall consist of the 
administrator of the building involved, three teachers, a member of the Board of 
Education, and lour lay persons. The administrator shall serve as secretary . 

4 I he classroom teachers appointed shall he represented by the grade Unci or subject area 
where the media is used, another grade level or subject area, and a librarian, 

7, The four la\ persons appointed shall he selected from a list of eight people recommended 
to the Superintendent h\ the president of the Board oH -ducat ion. I wo ol the four persons 
appointed must be parents-guardians of children in the schools. 

8, Within twenh (20) days of the appointment of the committee, the committee shall meet, 
review the written request for reconsideration, read the questioned materials, evaluate, 
and prepare a written report of its findings and recommendations to the Superintendent of 
Schools. 

9* The committee may recommend that the questioned materials be: 
a. Retained without restriction; 
h. Retained with restriction: or 



Not retained. 



Regulation 624 1 
Page 2 



1 hc Superintendent shall, at the next appointed meeting o!'thc Board ofl-ducation. report 
the recommendations of the Review Committee to the Board of F.dueation. The deeiMon 
of the Board will be final. 

The decision of the Board shall be reported to the principal of the school, to the 
complainant, and to other appropriate professional personnel on the next school daw The 
principal shall see that the decision of the Board is carried out. 

The librarian responsible for that school shall keep on file all pertinent information 
concerning the questioned materials or any books or materials likely to be questioned. 



IN SIR I CTIONAL SERVICES Form 6241 

I nsl ruction 
Challenged Materials 

REVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

T>pc of material (hook, film, pamphlet etc.): 

Title of material: ____ 

A u t h or : _ : 

Publisher: 

Your name, address, telephone number: 

Do you have a child in the school concerned? 

Complainant also represents others: 

I organisation-name) 

I other group-idemifv L 

To what part oi the material do you object*/ (lie words, page numbers;„..„ 

Win do \ou object to this material? „ , 

Are >ou familiar with the range of materials used in the school system on this topic 

Do you approve of presenting a diversity of points of view about this material in (he classroom 1 ' 

Should this be withdrawn from all students? Yes ^ No 

Signature of Complainant Date 

Please givesend this information to: 

Superintendent 

Address 



INSTITUTIONAL SERVICES 
Libraries, Media and Technology Services 



Policy 6310 
(Regulation 6310) 



School Libraries 



The Board believes that it is the responsibility of the District's library/media centers to provide 
materials which reflect the ideals ami beliefs of religious, social political historical and ethnic 
groups, and their contributions to American and world cultures, Materials will be selected which 
are related to and support the District's curriculum. Selection of and access to library/media 
materials will be based upon the contribution to the education program and the age 
appropriateness of the materials. 

Intellectual Access 

The library/media program serves as a point of access lo information and ideas for students as 
they acquire critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Students and educators ser\ ed b\ the 
library /media program should have access to resources and services free of constraints resulting 
from artificial barriers. Artificial barriers should not prevent students from accessing and using 
resources except as defined by District policies and regulations, including but not limited to 
selection, acquisition and Internet usage policies and regulations. 

Confidentiality 

The District recognizes the need for confidentiality of school library records. Therefore, no 
person will release any library record of any student, faculty or other library user to am third 
party except as provided by law. 



1NSTR1 CUOKAL SKR\ K TS 



Regulation 63 1 



Libra r\, Media and Technology Sen ilis 
School Libraries 



District library guidelines are based on (he American Library Association Lihrarv Bill of Rights. 
School District media personnel are concerned with generating understanding of' American ~ 
freedoms through the development of informed and responsible eiti/ens. To ihis end the 
American Association of School Librarians asserts that the responsibility of the school libran 
media center is: 

1 . I'o provide a comprehensive collection of instructional materials selected in compliance 
with basic written selection principles, and to provide maximum aeecssihilin to these 
materials. 

2. '1 o provide materials thai will support the curriculum, taking into consideration the 
individual's needs, and the varied interests, abilities, socio-economic backgrounds, and 
maturity lev els of the students served. 

3. To prov ide materials for teachers and students that will encourage growth in knowledue. 
and that will develop literary, cultural and aesthetic appreciation, and ethical standards. 

4. To provide materials which reflect the ideals and beliefs of religious, social, political, 
historical, and ethnic groups and their contribution to American and world heritage and 
culture, thereby enabling students lo develop an intellectual inteerin in formine " 
judgments. * 

5. To provide a written statement, approved by the local Board of J ducat ion. of the 
procedures for meeting the challenge of censorship of materials in sehool librarv media 

centers. 

6. To pros tele qualified professional personnel to serve teachers and students. 
Selection Procedures 

Curriculum needs are considered llrst and foremost in selection of library materials and 
equipment. The librarian must have a thorough knowledge of the curriculum, the strengths and 
weaknesses of the current collection, and an understanding of the students' abilities and skills 
1 he librarian can then effective!} select materials which will not onlv meet the instructional " 
objectives, but will be educationally enriching to the student and Jullv utilized bv the teacher 



knowledge of student interests and capabilities will enable the librarian to select educational and 
enjoyable materials acceptable to the student for recreational reading. Lacultv and students are 
encouraged to suggest materials to be considered for purchase. The final decision is left to the 
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librarian (based on the criteria listed below) and with the principal approving the requisition. 
Materials will be examined upon delivery and will he kept if they fill (he need for which (hey 
were intended. 

Selection Criteria to Consider 

1 . Importance and Need of Subject Matter 

2. Intended Age Level and C oniprehcnsihility 
3* Potential I Iser Appeal 

4> Quality and Durability 
5- Authoritativeness 
6, Price 
Weeding Procedures 

Removing materials from the library that are no longer useful is important in maintaining a 
collection which is tirneh, reliable, and inviting. The librarian will examine materials while 
doing the end of year inventory and during routine day-to-day circulation of materials Anything 
meeting the criteria lor weeding will be withdrawn from library records and discarded, If it is an 
item for which there is still a need, a replacement will be purchased: if a purchase is not possible 
at that time, it shall be added to the 1 eaeher/Student Request last for future consideration. 

Criteria for Materials to be Weeded 

1 , Items which are soiled damaged, or torn beyond repair. 

2. Items which are so outdated that they are useless. 

Items found to contain unreliable information or information which is no longer true. 
Objectionable Materials 

Students or parents/guardians who find materials in the library objectionable in any manner ma> 
make a formal complaint by obtaining from the Superintendent's office form 6241 Review of 
Instructional Materials. ( See also Policy and Regulation 6241 - Challenged Materials.) 
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This written complaint will he considered by the Superintendent and the librarian in weighing the 
educational value of that particular book, filmslrip. etc.. againsi the segment found objectionable 
to the complainant. Contingent with their decision, the material will be returned to the shelf for 
continued use. or removed from library circulation. 



Correspondence to the Board of 

Education 

Lcs Miller 1 

Robert & Irene Bell 2 

Tamnn Antonopoulos 3 

John & Karen Wollaston 4 

Bren Phillips 5 

Carol Bugg 

Randall Hay ward 7 

Steve Counts 8 

Candice Millard 9 

Daisy Moore 1 

Randy & Carla Barnes 1 1 

Michelle Wheeler 12 

Lam' & Kay Wheeler 13 

David & Stephanie Wheeler 14 

Jeff Wheeler 15 

Shirley McCulHek 16 

Dr. Jeremy & Carla Thornton 17 

Dehi Miller 18 

Kim Mammons 19 

Gerald Pugh 22 

Cara Pugh 23 

Cheryl Marcum 24 

Mitchell Ross 25 

Angela Drake 27 

Mary Jane Miller 30 

Ronnie Miller 31 

Jailhouse Rock. Randall Hay ward 32 
Jack Roy. 33 

Dwain & Donna H amnions 35 

MSC Hngiish Department 37 

Glen Cox 3 C > 

Jim Roller 43 

John Rummei 44 

Barbara I lunter 46 

Susie Rummei 47 

Michael Tunnel 1 48 

Steve Fwing 49 

Sharleen Coleman I lobson 50 

Aaron Noot 51 

David & Yoianda Noot 52 

Melvin Brandt 53 

Jonathan Noot 54 



National Coalition Against Censorship 

57 

Dr. Vieki Sandberg 58 

Association of American Publishers 5^ 

Writer* s Hall of Fame 60 

Katerine McQueen 61 

Brian llammons 64 

Margaret Bruheck 67 

Doug Bonne} ACLU 



Les Miller 

PO Box 58 
Stockton MO 65785 



May 5, 2010 

Stockton School Board 
PO Box 190 
Stockton MO 65785 
ATTN: Chad Pyle, President 



1 i ust want t0 thank vou and the other 6 board members who voted to ban the book, "The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Prirt-timc Indian" from the school I know it hasn't been easy for you or your familie I 
since then but it was the right thing to do and ! commend you for standing up for what is right 



i hanks again. 



Sincerely, 



Les Miller 



cXx^G-wXn "OajlA Cwuix -Ofv-i.'vJi S. _Wl 



/7 m jviOlC t> 



May 6, 2010 



Stockton R-1 School 
906 South Street 
Stockton, MO 65785 



Dear Superintendent and School Board: 

I'm writing this letter as a parent with children in Stockton schools and as a tax 
payer. I am completely against the banning of books in our PUBLIC high school 

It is my understanding that teachers are hired for their qualifications & abilities to 
TEACH, The school board should respect that and allow them to do their jobs. 

I also understand as a parent that I have the right to request alternative books for 
my child's reading assignment if I do not agree with a book that has been 
selected. With that policy in place and the fact that a list of reading assignment 
books is given at the beginning of the year for parents to sign, there is plenty of 
opttons for parents with concerns for their INDIVIDUAL child without banninq a 
book for EVERY student. 

I am against the recent school board decision to ban a book from our high school 
and request the decision be overturned. 



With deep concern, / 

/ / /, / .4' 

Tammy Antonopoulos^ 
Stockton, MO 




Massachusetts Institute ofTcchnolo. 
11 Massachusetts Ave. 
Building NW12-Oflke 230 
Cambridge, MA 02)39 
May 10, 2010 



Mr. Chad Pyle 

Stockton School Board of Kducat ion 
Stockton R-i School District 
PO Box 190 
Stockton. MO 65785 



Dear Mr. Pyle: 

The fight about censorship in schools has just found a new battle ground in our little town The 
burden <, conscence of how long the fight lasts, how „,»ch it escala.es, and ,he number ofcaM, 
it claims lay largely in the hands of the Stockton School Board. 



l ooks harmed ,„ schools throughout history have included Adventures of Hucklc^rv /, W ;, / on/ of 
the hues, ( /Mice ami Men, and The Catcher m the Rye. All oflhe.se books are now held m hH, " 
esteem and on mandatory reading lists iu many schools. Likely, The Absolutely True Dionu/a r„ r , 
fme nthan by Sherman Aiexie is a contemporary book which, after it has stood the test of time will 
join tins elite rank. 

The banning of Akxie's book makes a dangerous step down the path of censorship and book 
bannmg. I here are thousands of books that are as well written, as thought provoking as .emune 
ano more risque than Alexie's book, and the Stockton School Hoard has neither the time nor purview 
to set out to ban all of these bonks. If this task were undertaken what would we be left with- What 
would an education at Stockton entail? Only reading what is offensive to none? Georce Rennrd 
Shim gave us an answer to where this path leads. "Censorship ends in logical completeness vxhen 
nobody is allowed to read any books except the books that nobody reads" 

Controversial books such as Alexic's are the cornerstone of an education because thev teach you to 
th.uk. to express your opinion, to develop logical arguments, and listen lo what others have to say 
This , s education, and without it the experience of students at Stockton will be degraded and willpu, 
hese young adults at a disadvantage in the very large and u-ry diverse world ,1m are abou, to enter 
, Wam ) UUr S,udcms lo ^ « W1W «™« ^ regardless of whether some find them offensive 
because they wdl encounter them in the real world, and they need to kmns what theN as well as oth-, 
people thmk. An open and curious mind is the best attribute a student can gain from ln>h school A 
great leader of our country who was assassinated for his ideals understood this: 



libraries sl,„ u ,cl be open ■„ «^U™^U " T J"* """"^ Thra * 

iib«iy. - i. rcsi e, Jo ; ; k i r,e,,,s " ,,,c 6uard ™ ° r, ™ i * " «» » «■ 



I know thai alternate reading is available (mm thn r 

.he «... min^ 1 '"' e *" CjUC! " ,0n « <*«» * co mp „„„ is «l by 



Respect! Lilly, 
✓"1 

/ / 

• v. 4 s~ , 




IMS* 



Bren Phillips 

Valedictorian. Stockton High School 2001 



: : '"-0. -r 
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^'ev, tondail R. Haywatd, Pastoi 
May 10, 2010 



Stockton School Hoard 
P. O, Box 190 
Stockton, MO 65785 



Stockton Assembly of Gob Church 

— • 1505 South Third Road • Stockton, MO 65785 

417-276-5402 




Dear Stockton School Board Members, 

1 am writing in response concerning the recent vote by the board to ban the book " The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian". 

! haVC ™ d t a,! ofthc """-support letters in the Cedar County Republican. 1 want you to 
Know that I am in lull support of your decision to ban the book. 

I am fully aware that our children and youth are exposed to all sorts of undesirable things 
m hie today. However, 1 do not fee] our school and education system should be part of 
that downward trend. As a minister, 1 applaud your decision and urge you to stand linn it 
this difficult decmon that had to be made on behalf of our children. * 

Sincerely, 

' /J j/~ / 

Randall Hay ward 
Senior Pastor 



RRH/'ch 



/ 

/ 



Mu\ : 1. 2010 



Stockion Schools 
School Board 
FO Hox I9ii 

Stockton. MO 65785 

School Board Members: 



I appreciate your unanimous vote concerning the disputed book thai was taimhf in our school 
I hank you iur taking a stand for the kids (thai maybe couldn't speak for themselves) who \wv 
uncomiortablc with the content of the book, open discussions and jotimaling about the book. 

Please be encouraged that you made the right decision, God bless you. 
Sincerely, 



Omdicc Millard 
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To the Stockton Rl School Board, 



Thank you for the protection and concern you have shown toward our kids in the Stockton Rl School 
D«stnct by banning the book, "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian" by Serman Alexie With 
the world pushing sex, offensive language, etc... via television, music, and sadly their own homes, our 
students need to know a sense of boundaries. 

There is such a lack of respect from the young people today, and after hearing how some of the 
teachers and some parents reacted to the decision of the board, I now know where some may have 
learned it. If their own teachers can't accept such a decision from the board with respect, then how or 
why would those teachers even expect to be shown respect by their students? The teachers involved in 
the protesting of the boards' decision, owe the board and Mr. Millard an apology. Their show of 
disrespect will not hinder me or my husband from taking a stand for our values and the morals we teach 
to our children daily. It is unacceptable to me the unkind manner in which some of the teachers treated 
Mr. Millard, a tax paying citizen who is a parent of children that attend the Stockton School District 
along will, our children. We love our children and we will take a stand to protect them when needed. 

My husband and I respect your discussion and agree that the book was inappropriate for our students. 
Thank you for your loyalty to our school despite the lack of respect you may have been shown by some 
teachers, the Cedar County Republican, and whomever else have no respect for you and yet have never 
been in your shoes or ever care to be. You are appreciated by more than you know. 



Respectfully Yours, 



Dr. Jeremy and Carla Thornton 



Debi Miller 
PO Box 58 

Stockton MO 6S78S 



May 5, 2010 



Stockton School Board 
ATTN: Chad Pyle, President 
PO Box 190 
Stockton MO 65785 



Dear School Board and Administration; 



1 am writing regarding the book: "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian", I want to start with 
thanking you all for the 7-0 vote to remove it from the school. I have an idea of the "heat" that you (and 
your families} have had to take since that time. Dan Millard is my son-in-law and I have been supportive 
of his action in this matter, knowing it may someday affect my grandchildren. I am very glad you were 
united in yout vote and have continued to stand strong in your decision. 



I know this situation has been quite shocking to a lot of people that I have talked to: first of all, bet, 
a book with thi:. content got brought into the school in the first place. And secondly because tour 
tnglish teachers were trusted by a lot of parents (many of whom believed the teachers would do wl 
was right for their students) and now, many of those parents see that their trust was misplaced 



According to what I have read: Missouri law: Statute 573.010 (definitions) arid Statute 573.040 entitled 
"Furnishing Pornographic Materials to Minors", if an adult man or woman "furnishes" this kind of 
"sexually explicit" literature to a minor {anyone under the age of IS), he or she could probably be 
charged with "sexual misconduct" or at the very least "sexual harassment". 1 looked up the definitron of 



pornography in Webster's Dirtirm*^- 

Will anything be done to these teachers? I road™ ,»,-,, , 

students „, ls stlP coml fr „ m , h "° g '" ,he ""'W »'«! Vl-I.M 

we not bein e judged by the actions of these four and L ,1 , "* "« h sctoo1 

«*, tne „ ter t eae„e r s wre e „d ^^'^JT" ^ "" 

^^rcz.lt: pap : a couple of days aftw «» •» ««v ™ p UM * C d. ra = 

There are a lot mare people cheering you on than you think. God Biessf 



Sincorely, 




Debi Miller 



Di, Vieki Sandberg 

Superintendent. Stockton R~l School District 
P.O. Box 190 
906 South St 

Stockton, MO 65785-0190, 

RE: Stockton School Board Letter 



Dear Dr. Sandberg, 

Enclosed please find a letter that I ask you give to the Board members. Thank 

you for yarn attention to this matter. 




May ll, 2010 



Stockton School Board 
P.O. Box 190 
906 South St. 

Stockton, MO 65785-0190. 

RE: The Absolutely True Diary o/a Part Time Indian, by Sherman Alexei 

Dear Board Members, 

I am writing this letter as a follow-up to the letter you received concerning the book 
" Thc Abso,ule Truc Diar >' of * Part-Time Indian". As I stated in my letter, I am very 
concerned about the process in which the book was banned. It is my hope that the 
board will reconsider their vote and have an open and honest discussion concerning 
the merits of the book involving both sides. But first I would like to address the 
concerns I have about the process with which the book was banned. 

Our country was founded on the principle of freedom of speech. Oar ancestors left 
English shores to find a way of life where everyone can live equally and have a say in 
how their country should operate. We have soldiers who have put theirs lives on the line 
defending our constitution. The First Amendment of the Constitution clearly states: 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. The italics highlight every citizen's right to come before a governing board 
and express their opinions. All of you are elected officials, elected to serve everyone in 
the community not just a few. What I saw at the April meeting was a gross negligence of 
that freedom. 



No input was asked of the teachers from the English department, no questions were asked 
of the committee members or was there any discussion concerning their 

recommendations. 



instructional Services Regulation 6241, Instruction, Challenged Material 



s: 



These , 



the written request, appomt a review committee of nine people The 
comm wee shall consist of the administrator of the building involved 
telgato a member of the Board of Education, and four lay 
persons. The administrator shall serve as secretary. 

6 The ^SmMB^MS^mmmMlh MLbB represented hv th* ^ 

^^L^mimj^MmML^mmM^ another grade level or 
subject area, and a librarian. 

are the rules that govern procedures for banning a book set by your board and thev 
were not followed. 

When the vote was called, no discussion was called for, which is against the rules for 
Roberts Rules of Order to be conducted at any meetings. The whole process gave the 
l0iPreSS1OU ^ CVery ^ mente *™ had already made up their minds about how 
they were going to vote. This in itself is a little questionable concerning the fact the two 
members were just voted in as members. 

The last concern I have was the fact that at the time of the vote only two of the seven 
xnembershadactualiyreadthebook. 1 find that simply frightening. That members of 
a school board, elected to govern, would make such a profound decision and not even 
read the book. That some of you have read the book since doesn't matter, at the time 
of the vote you did not read the book Many a student if they had not competed or 
read then- assignment would find themselves paying a cost. The cost here was the fact 
that a book was banned and students denied the chance to be taught the book. To add 
msult to .njury, when I asked board members what they based their decision on many 
S3id thal ^ feCeivcd two ^ from people that wanted the book banned I do 
not have a problem with the fact these people were able to express their opinion in 
fact that is their right; but I do have a problem that their opinions were the only ones 
asked, heard, or listen to. 

How I find that our superintendent of our schools is recommending to the school 
board not to address this issue for another six months. I can not help but think that 



( 



this board is somehow hoping that by prolonging the discussion they have hopes that 
this issue will go away. I am letting you know, that I fee! very strongly concerning 
this issue that I will do everything in my power to not let it go; even if it means 
seeking legal recourse. Lastly and even more appalling i s the email that one of our 
English teachers received from a school administrator In it they stated that the 
journalism class was not to put any information of the book banning in the year book. 
Wow, talk about violating our freedom of speech. This was and is a big issue for the 
graduating class and not to have it in their yearbook to reflect on in the coming years 
is shameful. 

ft is my hope that as a governing board, you will follow our First Amendments rights 
and revisit this issue, have an open and honest discussion allowing both sides to 
express their concerns about the book "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian". 

SijK^ely 

amberly^f amnions 



May 13, 2010 



Dear Stockton School Board, 

I want to express my deep appreciation and genuine admiration 
tor your recent action regarding the book "The Absolutely True Diary 
of a Part-Time Indian." We are certainly blessed to have a School Board 
that will stand m protection of our children and young people and not be 
bent by vocal critics. 



With Deep Regard 




Garald Pugh 



May 13, 2010 



School Board & Superintendent 

In an era when so many leadership critics are attempting to do what is 
^politically correct" even to the disregard of special young lives. 1 applaud your 
recent action regarding "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian/ 
As a mother, grandmother and worker among children and youth, 1 have a deep 
concern about things that adversely affect children and teens. 

Let me say 1m proud of a School Board that is no! easily intimidated and 
is willing to take a stand. 



You are a Blessing, 



Cheryl y. Marcum, MLEd. 

20340 South Highway H Stockton, MO 65785 
|417) 278-2501 * mmTCAimfdmindsirBam.nni 



May 13, 2010 



Stockton R-l Board of Education 

90o South Street 
P.O. Box 190 
Stockton, MO 85785 



Subject: Banned Book, "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian/' Sherman Aiexie 

To: Elected members of the Stockton R-l Board of F duration 

Chad Pyle, President Rod Shipley, Secretary Gus Rutledre Memhnr nn„, m • , 

Dean Pate, Vice President Ken Spurgeon, Member Rod T^er, Member * ' 

Gentlemen: 

pmcrdre Y I^o1,n dU H ti0r ; PfOPOnent ' ' 3m diSSaUsfied w,th V-r performance on two ,evels: the apparent 
procedure you followed and your apparent assessment of the book content with little or no re P1 d or 
parents' rights to request alternative reading material. "° rcgard for 

1. Procedure. I read the statement Mr. Millard delivered to the communication arts teachers the M ? r~h 
board rnmutes online and the three pa e e instructional Services Policy/Rcgu latk)^6243 da ted M^v ' 
1999, regardmg challenged materials, provided by Dr. Sandberg during an impromptu M ! 11 mi L.v- 

schoo? w r;- : xpect the AprN Board of Education ^Z^l^; 1 

School Web site. «t ,s .mportant that they include a summary of the board members' discussion ' 1 

to resolve the challenge and the manner in which the vote was taken. ° ° f ^ 

TomZtZf^f^r did " 0t C ° mUlt tHe ,an8Uage arlS teachers < ™ experts on 

7e * Z " l Z™ d r RrSt AmendmCnt iSSyeS ' brf0re Accordinn to a report on page 

iA of the May 12, 201 0, Cedar County Republican, at least four of you voted to ban the book wit h, „ 
even readmg it. According to other published reports, it appears you made tf e deris on to b m 
«obUon of Missouri's Sunshine Law. Based on the information £nj£^^f™ 
you acted m haste and without considered thought. ' dppLd,J 

■Zm^T t T ,US ° t0 SChedUle PUb ' iC C ° mment °" 3 board —ting agenda for six months is 
r LSP ° nSlbi f and lnco f ns,stent with everything we expect our coaches and teachers to instill in our 
young people about effective conflict resolution. our 

to tantl^^Z^ ' ""'f ' ike t0 tBte th€? ° PPOrtUnily darifV 6XaCt,y h0W tte 

ban th.s book came about. I request you provide the following information to me in writing, or post 



it on the Stockton School and Cedar County Republican Web sites so that everyone can read the lull 
and true account, 

a. A copy of the challenge form submitted by Dan Millard. 

b> The criteria you considered in responding to Mr, Millard's challenge, 

c * The st ^P* y$u took, including dates, to gather background information about both sides of the 
issue— including consultations with the school administration—lo inform yourselves collectively 
about how to respond to such an unfamiliar and potentially controversial challenge. 

d, The names of the board members who read and did not read the book prior to voting to ban it. 

2, Book content 1 am an avid book reader; however, I have not read a young adult book in about 40 
years. I would have never seen or considered reading this book had you not banned it from our school 
In other words, the title, cover and general appearance don't attract me. I started reading it to 
understand why someone would object to it so fiercely that they could persuade seven elected officials 
to ban it unhindered by the school administration, I began recording the page number with every word 
I thought some might find objectionable. After about 20 pages, it was difficult to notice the suspicious 
words \ was seeking to identify because the story quickly became so compelling, tt was fueled by the 
rough, inoffensive language which added color, depth, place and culture to the story; the story 
wouldn't be the same without that language. My list of suspicious words was soon overtaken by a list 
of stimulating ideas related to the extraordinary similarities between growing up on the isolated Indian 
reservation and growing up in rural Cedar County. In a very emotional passage on page 42, Mr. P 
confessed to Junior that not only had all of the children in the reservation school given up on 
themselves, but "All your friends, All the bullies. And their mothers and fathers have given up, too. And 
their grandparents gave up and their grandparents before them. And me and every other teacher 
here/' Mr. P encouraged and challenged Junior to make something of his life, ''You can't give up/' 
What rich material from which our excellent communication arts teachers could inspire teenage 
students to explore and write about their thoughts, fears and hopes for a brighter future. Banning this 
book from our high school classrooms is a travesty. 

i am genuinely interested in understanding how you thought about the content because your decision 
to ban the book is so unreasonable to me. If Mr. Millard had a high school child who was reading this 
book, he, like every other parent, has the option to request alternative reading materials. What was it 
that propelled you to vote unanimously to take the most extreme action and ban it? 

The community is rightly agitated now because of your extreme book banning decision, so I urge you 
to think carefully about how to proceed. You represent all of us, not just those who think like Mr, 
Millard. To help bring the community together, you might consider inviting our award-winning 
communication arts teachers to lead a discussion of the content for ail people in the community who 
are interested and willing to read it, I will personally encourage everyone I know to read this great 
book and talk about it! And, I encourage you to reverse your decision. 

Thank you for weighing my concerns and for providing the information requested. 

Sincerely, 



Cheryl Y. Marcum 

Cedar County Native 

Stockton High School Class of 1971 



May 14, 2010 



Dr. Vicki Sand berg 
Superintendent, R~l School District 
P.O. Box 190 
Stockton, MO 65785 

Subject: Letter Addressed to the Stockton Hoard of hducaton 
Dear Dr. Sandherg. 

I've enclosed a Idler that I appreciate you placing in the Board of Education packets for the Mav W u 
board meeting. Thank you. 

Respectfully yours. 



Mitchell S. Ross 
Colonel USA (retired) 



May 13,2010 



Stockton Board of Education 
P.O. Box 190 
906 South Street 

Stockton, MO 65 785 

Subject: The Banning of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian 
Stockton Board of I -ducat ion Members 

Si'S S rC T 7 ? 1V , C 1 C ° nCCn V: bOU! ,hL ' y ° Ur dcchHm 10 b - book. The Absoluteh Tree 

2*£ »£&!tt£2r 1 undcmmd *° board was 1—1 * ■ — <*■ 

I support parents' rights to make choice, for their own children but, no matter how wcll-intention-d 1 
public due process. Parents do not have the right to impose their views on the curriculum to rctlcc he r 

Zenfh C "?r C : ( Unl ? St ° Ck,0 f Bm,,d °^™*>n ^ to tailor a curnculu „ for d 
student based on then- d.scontcnt w.lh our educators' choice of subject .natter. Unlikely and ludicrous. 

Attempts to dimma.e everything objectionable dilute, learning to an ineffectual role process 
•Kne t ,S PT WhCn " mCludcS debal ^ solution and critical timing. iVihe board 

Xde bortht n S °, CM 1 " ,k f0t thC " mSd VCS aftcr !t * ^Penuive thauhe c. -i uk m 

lilt ttt P m ° ral qUCSt,,,nS a ' ui rcal * orid c -«nict.s. Sherman Alcxic's book docs 

be tt^K h s "'I ,dcaS ; ? y ° ,,crm S tht * opportunity to request an alternative assignment 

the tacul j ban adequately addressed thc concerns of those who wish to limit their exposure to diver 
ideas w.thout mirmg.ng the rights oftho.e who are eager for a more inclusive educaXn 

fomnltr T hOVCr 2 fJT °f mililary SerV, ' lX% m >' mih to def ™ d Constitution left no room for 

i TSr^TT U f ,f f mCnd , n ; en V n 1 an CdUCall '° naI '» repugnant to tue even 

if I may f md he selected text object.om.ble. If the board chooses the slippery slope of supporting 
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\son 



Respectfully yours. 



Mitchell S. Ross 
Colonel, USA (retired) 



Angela JC Drake 

P.O.Box 929 

Stockton, Missouri 65785 



May 14, 2010 



Dr. Vicki Sandbcrg 

Superintendent Stockton R-I School District 
P.O. Box 190 

906 South St, 

Stockton, MO 657854) 1 90, 

RE: Stockton School Board Letter 

Dear Dr. Sandberg, 




vour 
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Angela K. Drake 

P.O.Box 929 

Stockton, Missouri 65785 



May 14. 2010 

Stockton School Board 
P.O. Box 190 
906 South Si. 

Stockton, MO 65785-0190. 

R E: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian, by Sherman Alexie 
Dear Board Members, 

1 write with respect to the Board's recent book banning of The Absolutely True Diary of a 
L art h me Indian, by Sherman Alexie. I write to express my concern about the process in which 
the book was banned. Specifically, as 1 review the complaint form, which is lacking in key 
respects, I note that the challenger suggests the book be withdrawn from students "unless a 
parent approves il.'" My understanding ofthc situation is that parental permission was secured in 
at least two ol the classes in which the book was taught. Accordingly, I do not understand whv 
the challenge was even considered. 

Moreover, 1 am troubled that the Board did not follow the recommendation of the 
committee or even discuss the recommendation of the committee in its April Board meeting It is 
my understanding several board members hud not even read the book before they voted. " 

As a public body, all matters acted upon by the School Board must be held in open 
session under the Sunshine Law, unless closed upon motion bv a Board member There are verv 
specific limitations as to the matters that may be taken up in a closed session, and 1 do not think' 
book banning is one 1 the book was discussed in a forum outside of a Board meeting bv the 
Board, a violation of the Sunshine Law occurred. ' 

In any event from what Dr. Sandberg told me in our brief meeting, apparently the book 
was on the agenda, there was a motion, a second, and a vote. She did not relay to me that there 
was any discussion, nor did she recall if any discussion was specifically called for. 

i feci very strongly that before the Board bans a book and impinges on the First 
Amendment Rights of its students, there should be a considered and thoughtful discussion about 
the matter which includes all of the differing viewpoints. I realize that some of the Board 
members are new Perhaps these Board members have not yet had training on how to function 
on a school board. 1 realize that many of the Board members may not have specific legal 
background with respect to First Amendment issues as they apply in the public school system 
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book. appropriate explanation for the Board's action in banning the 
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r respectfully request the following items: 
meeting!/; A °° Py * ^ mi " UteS from March 2010 and April 201 Boaaf 

2. The contact information for the attorney advising the Board- 



3. A copy of a! I policies and procedures relating to the removal of materials from 
curriculum and/or the library; 

4 A copy of all policies and procedures regarding the setting of Hoard agendas, ami 
the accommodation lor public comment. 

5. A commitment to put this matter back on the agenda in the nearest possible time 
frame; and 

6. An explanation, in writing, as to why the Board thought it was appropriate to ban 
the book, along with identification of which members of the Board read the book prior to the 
banning and which did not. 

I urge the Board to consider less restrictive measures than banning to deal with am 
legitimate concerns the Board may have. The book is a National Book Award winner. 1 have 
now read it. Whether I like it or not does not matter [although J did like it and found it less 
explicit than both prime time TV and the Bible.] The point is the book has won countless awards 
tram respected authorities, was in the curriculum, and was authorized to be taught by parents in 
at least two classes. I he committee formed lo analyze the book did not recommend banning. 

The process which the Board undertook in banning the book is disconccrtine. i must 
respectfully state that 1 believe the process was flawed. The Board's action is incompatible with 
what we teach our children about the First Amendment, and does not comport with the careful 
board governance and responsibilities of public office which 1 am sure the Board members strive 
to achieve. 



I look forward to hearing from you. 



Veryti^lyyWN 
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/ngela K. Drake 
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... J was in prison, and ye came unto me. Matthew 25 -36 
A member of Coalition Prison Evangelists, Charlotte, North Carolina 



June 3, 2010 



S cock ton School Board 
Stockton Public School 
Stockton, MO 



Dear Sirs; (Have you ever had a woman on the board?) 

Some of us in the Stockton school district don't want 
your book banning decision to just fade awav. We foc-3 
that it is too important an issue and has too many im- 
plications to just let it drop and business go on' as 
usual- J 

Hi my opinion, and also of several others, the success 
of Krrn Jasper's students over the years is a strong tes- 
timony to her ability as a teacher. Because of her being 
able to cnalJenge students to expand their world of ' " 
reading and to express themselves through writing, I 
would consider her to be one of the best language arts 
teachers around. 

if Kim Jasper had been an athletic coach, and if her 
teams had won all the honors , awards , and scholarships 
that her classes have won , you would be braaging her 
up . to hl 9 h heaven. You might even be holding a fund 
raiser to buy something for the athletic department] 
but instead of recognizing all that her students have 
accomplished and complimenting her on a job well done, 
you have chosen to spit in her eye by over ruling a 
professional decision that she made to use an award 
winning novel in one of her classes. Then you added in- 
sult to injury by refusing to allow her to defend her 
choice of the book before you as a board of education! 

I'm not so sure but what you may have stepped over the 
legal line with this last decision. At the very least, 
in my opinion, it was rude, mean spirited and unprofessional 
In the words of old Ben Franklin, "One Mend-fault is worth 
two kind-faults, But one Find-fault is better than two 
Make-faults. " 

Sincerely yours , 

Jack Roy Ed;!). 

1004 N . St. Hwy . 215 

Dadeville, MO 65635 



June 13, 2010 



Stockton School Board 
P.O. Box 190 
906 South Street 
Stockton, MO 65785 

RE: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian, by Sherman Alexie 
Dear Members of the Board: 

We look forward to your next meeting when hopefully you will take time to hear from 
the proud supporters of the Stockton R-l School and from many citizens of Stockton who 
wish to express their opinions and feelings about your decision to ban the book "The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian" by Sherman Alexie. We understand that 
your decision for banning the book was made very swiftly and that you nuiv have acted 
without having seriously studied the contents of the book. Certainly a decision to ban 
any book should require a thorough knowledge of the contents of thai book and require a 
recommendation by highly learned and professional people that the book be banned. 

Certainly, we believe that, as individuals, each of you wants to serve our school in the 
very best interest of all the students. We very much appreciate and thank you for all the 
time that you spend trying to do what is right. We believe however, that to do what is 
right, one must consider the pros and eons and recognize the ramifications from banning 
any book, especially when we know that the book has been recommended by many 
professionals who serve in the field of education. 

For the best interests of the students of Stockton R-l Schools, we respectfully urge that 
you reverse your decision to ban the book so that ail students, parents and friends will 
once again believe that our school is a shining example of what a good school should be. 




HL 

Missouri State 

UNIVERSITY 

29 July 2010 

Chad Py!c\ School Board President 
Stockton R-l School District School Board 
906 South Street 
PC) Box 1W 

Stockton, MO 65785 

Dear Mr Chad Pyle and Other Members of the Stockton R-l District School Board. 

As members of the English Department at .Missouri State, we write to support the return 
of Sherman Alexie\s novel The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 10 the Stockton 
High School Library. We also find Alcxiels novel appropriate for a careful!) considered 
curriculum suitable for students in Grades 9 - 12. We understand that others have weighed in on 
the legal matters of removing a book from a library or a curriculum. We wish to speak to the 
literary and educational value of Alexie 's novel 

Dr, Jane Hoogestraat. a Professor in English, has read and reviewed Aiexie\s novel The 
Absolut "e 1) True Diary of a Part-Time Indian and offers the following report: 

In this novel Sherman Alexie narrates the story of his main character-Arnold 
Spirit, Jr. — a Native American young man horn with encephalitis, and relenllcssh bullied 
for his disabilities. When Arnold chooses to transfer to an all-white school twenh -two 
miles away from his home because he seeks a better education, the bullying by other 
students, and in one case a parent, only worsens. While the bullying characters do use 
strong language, Alexie makes very clear in the immediate context that the characters are 
in the wrong and that their actions and their speech are despicable. 

1 could almost predict which are the relatively lew passages from the novel thai 
are being quoted out of their context as objectionable, In cases such as this one. what 
often happens is that a relatively small list of passages (supplied either by an individual 
or by an external political group) are distributed as representative of the overall novel / 
wish to assure the Board thai Alexie 's primary purpose in the novel is run to engage hi 
vulgarity for its own sake, to present prurient or pornographic material, or in any way to 
foster discrimination. 

Instead. Alexie \ novel stands as a literary representation with a strong anti- 
bullying message, and the strongest anti-alcohol message I have ever encountered in 
literature. The anti-alcohol message in particular is couched in terms where it might 
register with students in Grades 9 - 12. That is not a small point, and one 1 presume 
would be very much in keeping with community standards in Stockton. 

In addition, Alexie uses humor and irony throughout the no\d to convey 
important information about cross-cultural understanding between Native American 
people and White Americans, I finished reading the novel with a strong sense that Alexie 
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succeeded in his goals of providing such understanding, and ! close b> quoting a passage 
from near the end of the novel Alexie's main character. Arnold, has 'just relumed to his 
all white high school alter a funeral for his sister, who died tragical !v from alcohol 

poisoning: 

I walked through the snow for a few miles until a while 13 1 A worker 
picked me up and delivered me to the front door. 

I walked inside, into the crowded hallways, and all sous of hoys and drls. 
and teachers, came up and hugged me and slapped my shoulder and give me little 
punches in the belly. 

They were worried for me. They wanted to help me with mv pain 

I was important to them. 

I mattered. 

Wow. 

All of these white kids and teachers, who were so suspicious of me when I 
first arrived, had learned to care about me. Maybe some of them even loved me, 
And Fd been so suspicious of them. And now 1 cared about a lot of them And 
loved a few of them. (212-213) 

That passage, late in the novel summarizes the central idea of the entire book. Re- 
reading the passage as I typed it, I found it extremely moving and full of educational 
value lor both students and adults. 

Again, as members of the Rnglish Department, we endorse Dr. 1 loogestraafs report We 
recommend that the novel be returned to the library and support its beine included in appropriate 
curriculum. Please do not hesitate to contact any of one of us ifue miizht he of assistance in am' 



Respectfully, 

Dr. Jane Hoogestraat Professor of English 

Ms. Carolyn Hembree, Instructor of English 

Dr. Mariamhe Karanikis. Assoc, Professor of English 

Ms, Magdalena Bern , Instructor of English 

Dr. W. IX Blackmom English Department Chair 

Mr. John R Turner, Instructor of English 

Dr. Marcus Cafagna. Assoc. Professor of English 

Di\ Matthew Calihmam Asst. Professor of English 

Dr. Eanya Lamouria. Asst. Professor of English 

Dr. Keri Franklin, Asst. Professor of English 

Dr. Etta Madden. Professor of English 

Dr. Kris Sutliff. Assistant English Department Chair 

Dr. Judith John, Professor of English 

Dr. Clark dosser. Professor of Eimlish 



Ms. Mara Cohen-Ioannides, Instructor of English 

Ms. 1 racy Daltim Instructor of English 

Dr. Shannon Wooden. Asst. Professor of English 

Ms, Virginia Scott Hcndrickson. Instructor of English 

Dr< Margaret Weaver, Professor of English 

Dr. Eyn Gattis. Asst. Professor of English 



cc: Shannon Snow. Superintendent of Stockton High School 

Kim Chism jasper. Language Arts Department, Stockton High Schoo 



From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 



"Glen Cox" <gcox@lamar.kl2.mo.us> 
<Ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 
Wednesday - August 4, 2010 11:45 AM 

letter to school board 



Dear Ms. Snow 

As a parent, educator and spouse of a Stockton educator, I am against the book by 
Sherman Alexie and support the decision made by the Stockton School Board to ban this 



I will be unable to attend the August 18th meeting due to contractual obligations/football 
practice, however I wish for the school board to be aware of my thoughts. Could you 
please pass attached letter on to each board member. 
For the Kids, 

Glen Cox 



Glen Cox 

Lamar High School 

Special Education 

Varsity Assistant Football Coach 
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book. 



Dear Stockton R- 1 school board; 

I apologize that due to contractual obligations to Lamar High School (football 
practice) I will be unable to attend the August 18 th school board meeting, but 
would like to voice my concerns regarding the book by Sherman Alexie, 

As the father of a student and future student in addition to the spouse of a fifth 
grade teacher at Stockton Middle School and an educator and coach I am writing 
to express my desire for you to uphold your decision to ban the book written by 
Sherman Alexie, as it has no place in a school curriculum nor in a school library. 

I have taken the time to try to read this novel, however after a few pages I 
determined that this book due to mainly the LANGUAGE is one that I would not 
have a lot of interest in, WOULD NOT WANT MY KIDS TO READ, let atone does it 
belong in the school setting. I will be honest, some of the words in this book I did 
not hear let alone understand until I was in a locker room preparing for football 
practice in college. As a society we fight the media and so forth to try to teach 
kids proper language and etiquette and this book does not help us in this fight to 
teach children the right words to use. 

A lot of people try to twist this to say that the school is taking the students' rights 
away from them by not allowing this book on campus. They ignore the fact that 
the board is not against the good story of this book of a young man making 
something out of himself; it is the LANGUAGE AND TERMINOLOGY that make this 
book inappropriate for the school setting. The board has done nothing wrong, all 
the board has done is try to protect the values of our town and community that 
we desire to pass on to our kids. Rod and Dean, would you want either one of 
your wonderful daughters to hear some of the language that is mentioned in this 
book let alone read it firsthand, 

I wanted to read this book to affirm my desire against this book so I looked at the 
Library at Lamar High School and they did not have the book in the library, I 
looked in the Library at Bolivar High School and you know they did not have the 
book either and the librarian just kind of laughed when I mentioned it at the idea 
of the book being in the library. Therefore my conclusion is that the Stockton R~l 



school district is not the only district to disallow this book on campus; ours has 
just grown from a mole hill into the Grand Canyon. This growth has been fueled 
by negative comments by members of the Stockton R-l faculty especially in the 
newspaper. It bothers me that there are teachers at the school where my children 
attend and my wonderful wife Sarah proudly serves that publicly make negative 
comments regarding their school board, and are insubordinate in their comments 
and what is in the paper. What kind of message are we sending to our children 
who we work hard to teach to respect authority, respect your boss, and respect 
your elders, but these staff members can make negative comments in the press? 

Again members of the Stockton R-l school board we proudly support your 
decision to ban this book by Sherman Alexie, and ask you to uphold your decision. 
The job of anyone in public education is to make decisions in the best interest of 
the children they serve, this decision was made in the best interest of the 
students of our community and I ask you to uphold this decision in the best 
interest of the students and kids of Stockton. 

For the Kids, 



Glen Cox I 



Answers to questions of the Stockton School Board of the committee 
As a community member I would like to give my answers, 

1 This book has no place in public education, nor on the grounds or anywhere of a 
school. Yes it has a great story however the language does not set a very good 
example for students and I do not want my children to read, hear or know of this 

language. 

2. Yes there is language that makes this book inappropriate. 

3. The use of language and words that I do not wish to write or repeat ("boner"} 
and it is inappropriate. Children have to be 17 to get into an R rated movie, 
right, weil if these words were in a movie, it would be r rated, in the words of 
Tony Armstrong- "NUFF SAID" 
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From: Jim Roller <rolleQi@duckcreektech.com> 

To: "ssnow@stockton. kl 2. mo. us" <ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 

Date: Monday - August 9, 2010 11:21 PM 

Subject: Stockton Board of Education 



Dear Stockton Board of Education, 

We want to thank you for your recent stand in regard to the book The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part-Time Indian. Though we have not read the book in its entirety, we have 
read excerpts and feel it is inappropriate material for the classroom. Teachers and 
administrators would not condone students using the explicit language and obscenities in 
their classrooms that are found throughout the book, and, therefore, should not endorse 
such things through their curriculum. Although it is good to challenge the mind, high 
school students are extremely impressionable and are greatly influenced through 
literature. Even though they are exposed to vulgar language and behavior every day in 
the halls and locker rooms at school, the standard is certainly lowered when those things 
are being promoted by the teachers they respect. 

Maintaining a standard of excellence and high character at Stockton R-l Schools should 
continue to be a high priority. Without standards, we fear that an "anything goes" 
mentality will become the norm. Will this lead to the acceptance of even more graphic and 
explicit images through literature in the classroom? 

Thank you for continually striving to do what is best for the school and its students. We 
appreciate your leadership and service to our school and community. 

Respectfully, 

Jim & Renee Roller 
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From: 

To: 

Date: 

Subject: 



<jrummei@windstream.net> 
<Ssnow@stockton,kl2.mo,us> 
Monday - August 9, 2010 8:37 PM 
Letter to Stockton R-l Board of Education. 



August 9, 2010 



Stockton R-l Board of Education 
P.CX Box 190 
Stockton, MO 65785 



TO: All members of the Stockton R-l Board of Education 
FROM: John Rummel 

SUBJECT: Decision to Remove Book from School Library 

I have been employed by this district for 24 years as an educator. I fee! that my job as 
an educator extends beyond the normal curriculum taught in a classroom. I spend more 
time with some of these students than their parents do and as such become somewhat of 
a surrogate parent to them, T do my best to model the morals and values that are held 
near to our community, 

I not only agree with the decision of the Stockton R-l Board to remove the book, The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time American Indian", from the Stockton School 
curriculum and the Stockton R-l Library, I applaud your courage to face the onslaught of 
unfounded mean spirited attacks on your action. 

I have read the book and found it to contain pervasively vulgar language. According 
to my understanding of the Supreme Court decision of Board of Education v, Pico .457 
US, 853(1982), is one of the reasons in which a board of education can remove a book 
from a school library. In this case it is stated that, "why must vulgarity be pervasive to be 
offensive?" This case also states, 'In most public schools in the United States the parents 
have a large voice in running the school. Through participation in the election of school 
board members, the parents influence, if not control, the direction of their children's 
education." The decision further states, H A school board reflects its constituency in a 
very real sense and thus could not long exercise the unchecked discretion in its choice to 
acquire or remove books. If the parents disagree with the educational decisions of the 
school board, they can take steps to remove the board members from office/' 

In closing of my letter I will once again use the Board v. Pico case summary when it 
states, "Finally, even if (457 U.S. 853, 892) parents and students cannot convince the 
board that book removal is inappropriate, they have alternative sources to the same end. 
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Books may be acquired from bookstores, public libra ries,or other alternative sources 
unconnected with the unique environment of the local public schools." 

Sirs, thank you for you time and commitment to the education of our youth. 



John Rummel 
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From: 
To; 
Date: 
Subject: 



Barbara Hunter <hunterbk@ipa.net> 
< ssnow@stockton . k 1 2 . mo. us> 



Tuesday - August 10, 2010 10:55 AM 
Stockton Board of Education Action 



I support the action of the Stockton Board of Education in removing the book, "The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian", from the school library. 

It is my understanding per an interview with the author, Sherman Alexie, this book has 
been banned from other schools. 

I commend an alert parent that first brought the questionable contents of this book to the 
board's attention and the action the board has taken. 

I support concerned parents and board members who do not want a story of a "crappy" 
lifestyle accessible to minor children. The description "crappy" is per the author's own 

acknowledgment. 

As a taxpayer I expect our school to provide only positive and wholesome materials for 
education absent of vulgarity and discrimination. 

Thank you, 
Barbara Hunter 
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From: <srummel@windstream.net> 

To: <ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 

Date: Tuesday - August 17, 2010 10:54 AM 

Subject: Stockton R-l Board of Education Action 



To the Stockton R-l School Board 

I support the Stockton R-l School Board in their decision to remove the book, "The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian" from the classroom and the school librar 

Even though the story may have some merit, I believe that because of the pervasive!' 
vulgar language, it is inappropriate to have in our school. 

Respectfully, 
Susie Rummel 
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From: "Michael Tunnell" <mktunne!l@windstream,net> 

To: < ssnow@stockton . k 1 2 . mo. us> 

Date: Wednesday - August 18, 2010 7:39 AM 

Subject: Book Banning 



Board of Education, 



I want you to know that I support your decision to exclude this book from 
our school. I understand the materials included in the book contain things 
that unfortunately too many children face and deal with in today's society; 
but that doesn't mean that is what we must teach from our educational 
system. Some things need and must be taught at home. Thank you for making 
a stand for what you believe to be right and not what someone else wants you 
to think. 



Michael Tunnell 
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From: "steve ewing" <fsbdifeguard@windstream.net> 

To: <ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 

Date: Wednesday - August 18, 2010 9:10 AM 

Subject: you're right 



Shannon/Stockton School Board, 



First of all I would like to say thank you for doing what is right. Many 
times in our lives people are quick to point out when we are wrong or when 
we make a mistake, however when we do things that are right and good we 
seldom get praised for it. With the decision you have made in dealing with 
the book and its contents you have took a stand and done what is best for 
our kids. Now rather than being praised for your decision you are being 
attacked. My opinion is exactly that, mine, however in the last month I have 
talked to many parents and many teenagers who understand and support you and 
have that same opinion. We want you to know that we appreciate what you are 
doing. Being a school board member can be a thankless job I'm sure. You may 
be tempted to say that you don't need the headaches and that you will not 
run for re-election, but you have taken a huge stand for our kids. A stand 
that the next person may not take. Again I would like to say thanks and that 
my prayers are with you. 



Steve Ewing 



http://vww.sloekton.kl 2.mo.us/gv^^^ 



Print View 



i'a-c i of ! 



From: "Hobson Residence" <dshobson@windstream.net> 

To: <ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 

Date: Friday - August 20, 2010 11:39 AM 

Subject: Book 



My 4 children went to school at Stockton R-l. I have 6 grandchildren 
attending now. I pay a large amount of taxes so I believe that gives me the 
right to state my opinion about the book in controversy. We elect the 
school board to make decisions for us and we have a good board. Their 
original decision should not be changed. I have not read the book but I 
rely on the board to see to it that my grandchildren are not forced to do 
something their parents might not like. If the parents want them to read 
it, we have a beautiful library where it can be found. Our board members 
should not be bullied into changing a decision already made. We were forced 
to take God and religion out of our school, are we being forced to replace 
him with immorality. 

Sharfeen (Coleman) Hobson dshobson@windstream.net 
Please pass this to the board members. They have my full support. 
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From: Aaron Noot <aaron.eliznoot@gmail.com> 

To: <ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 

Date: Saturday - August 21, 2010 12:23 PM 

Subject: book banning 



To the School board I want to give A opinion on the book banning issue. I 
think the School board did A great job in keeping this book out of the 
school. No one has denied the fact that this book has bad language,sexual 
content and violance. So the school board seen the book was bad enough for 
all members to vote in favor of banning the book. Nothing has changed the 
content is still the same. Our kids have enough of this kind of stuff in the 
real world with out the school putting it in the library for them. So please 
keep standing up for our kids. I don't think any one of you would want to 
vote to keep this book in the school as to cause one of our children to go 
astray. So I pray you will do what it takes and have the courage to stand up 
and stick with your decision you have already made . Aaron Noot 
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From: 'Terrell Bishop" < bdogbishop88@yahoo.com> 
To: <ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 
Date: Saturday - August 21, 2010 7:42 PM 
Subject: Book ban 



Please help stop the banning of any book. 

Missouri needs to make national news for positive actions. 

Not negative 

Sincerely, Melvin Brandt 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 



< jonnoot@peoplepc.com > 

< ssnow@stockton . k 1 2 . mo . us > 
Thursday - August 26, 2010 11:38 AM 
book banning 



I would just like to state my opinion that I believe the school bord made the riqht decision 
to not allow the book 'The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian" in the scool. With 
all the books in this country, there is no reason for the school to provide books to the 
students that are "pervasively vulgar". Thank you, Jonathan (Moot Dunnegan MO 
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Auj2u>f }th 2010 



Shannon Snow, Superintendent: 
ssnmv.-w stoektnn.k l2.mo.us 
Stockton R~I School District 

Chad !*ylc, School Board President 
Stockton R-l School District 
pyic022/^winds!reaiiuiel 

Re: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Dear Superintendent Snow. President Pyk\ and Members of the Stockton R-l School 
Board: 

We have been following the debate in Stockton about Sherman Alexias novel The 
Absolutely True Story of A Pan- Time Indian, We hove previously expressed concerns 
about the decision to remove the book from the Stockton school district, and write 
again to reiterate and amplify on our reasons for opposing any decision to remove or 
restrict access to the book. 

Removing a book because some object to, or disapprove of. the ideas in it violates 
basic constitutional principles. The Fins! Amendment "protects the citizen against the 
State itsel f and all of its creatures Boards of Education not excepted.. , . That they 
are educating the young for citizenship is reason for scrupulous protection of 
Consmutiotvil freedoms of the individual it we are not h> strangle the free mind at its 
.source and teach youfh to discount important principles of our government as mere 
platitudes " West I irginia Board of Education v. Barneue (1943). 

It is axiomatic that government officials may not prohibit "the expression of an idea 
simply because society finds the idea itself offensive or disagreeable/' Texas w 
Johnson i 1 This principle applies with equal force in public schools: *'[ljncal 

school boards may not remove books from school libraries simply because they dislike 
the ideas contained rn those books ..." Hoard of Education, Island Trees Union Prec 
School District No, 26 w rta>{1982). While school official have greater discretion 
over eumcular materials, the requirement remains that schools may only remove 
materials for educationally sound reasons, not because some object to their content. 

No educational rationale has been advanced for removing the book, nor could one be 
plausibly made. The novel has received universal acclaim by literary critics and 
educators alike, It received the National Book Award for Young People's Literature 
in 2007. And was named one of the he*t hooks of the >ear by School Library Journal. 
Booklist a publication of the American Library Association, wrote that "younger teens 
looking foi che strength to hit themselves out of rough situations would do well to 
scar! here/" A review in the New York Times called it "a gem of a 
book, Jieanhreaking, funny, and beautiful]) written/* Kirkus Reviews said it "deftly 



mingles raw feelings with funny, sardonic insight/* and KliatK a book review ihr teachen ard 
librarian, wrote that it is ''breathiakmj/ly honest, funny, profane, sad.. ..will slay with readers/' 

The views of the residents of Stockton do not determine whether The, Ahsoliuelv True Diery of a 
Pan 1'miv Indian has literary or educational value. I hat determination h a foregone eondus.nm 
gh en the widespread recognition arid praise the novel has received. \or does the fact dial some 
or e\ en mos: - members of the school hoard or community find the book olreeuonahle oroide 
a b^is for remming the WL 'it is inevitable that government will adopt arid pursue progum^ 
and poheies (which} are cuntmrv to the profound beliefs and .sincere com :ctions of .m <me ol cs 
cm/ens," but Ihe Constitution does not allow majority opinion to control free speech nghrs; in 
this- arena, minority views are entitled to he treated ~\vith the same respect as are majority 
views/* Board nf Hvgents of University uf Wisconsin System v, Snnth worth (2 WO): 

The very purpose of a Bill of Rights wa<s to withdraw certain subjects from Trie 
vicissitudes of political controversy, to place them beyond the reach of ma jorities 
and officials One's riuhl to life, liberty, and proper* v. to free speech, a free 
press, freedom of worship and assembly, and other fundamental rights may not be 
submitted to a vote; they depend on the outcome of no elections. 

Ihsi Virginia Bt>ard of Education v, Damette { 1 943). 

Removal of such a work of literature because some consider it vulgar, pornographic, 
inappropriate, w otherwise objectionable, would be constitutionally suspect and would expose 
the Board to potential legal liability. It is worth noting that educators are rarely held lo violate die 
first Amendment when they ineiudt materia! that has pedagogical value, whereas removal of 
material (or ideological reasons is vulnerable to legal challenge. See ,X?omeiro *\ Tnti/v Unn*n 
High School District f% f Cir, 19W) (recognizing the First Amendment right of student* to read 
books selected for their 'legitimate educational valued Pinker v. Hurley ( 1 * Cm 200S) 
{ rejecting eftbn to remove books thai offend parents' and student*' religion* beliefs). Pratt e 
Independent School DhL Ao. S31 (H- Cm 1982) (first Amendment violated when films removed 
because of hostility to content ami message), and ( ase v. Unified School Lhsi \o. 233 (IX Kan, 
1W5) (first Amendment violated h> removing a hook from school Jmrarv based on hosnhtv to 
its ideas, )■ 

iiaeh person is entitled to his or her own opinion about the hook, Parents who do not wish their 
children to read it are free to request an alternative assignment, which school offleiah may gmm 
or denv based on the;r professional judgment as educators However, no person is entitled to 
impose his or her views on others, or to expect school decisions to be based on their views or 
sensni\ ities, *1 f ]he Constitution exists precisely so that opinions and judgments, including 
esthetic and moral judgments about art and literature, can be formed, tested and expressed .Vh at 
the C oixsmutum sa\> is that these judgments are for the individual to make, not for the 
Government m decree, even with the mandate or approval of a majority/" US v PUieho-e 
luueriidmnenf (Iron/} (2000) 

Wc urge the Board to recognize its constitutional obligation to all students. It has no right or 
audiorilv t n make choices based on the personal, moral or religions views or values of some, or 



even must, member oi'the community. Siudcms have a right lo read high qirahiy hwmmv of 
i:nn> .son. anJ educators you June ;ni obligation ii? introduce them to hook? thru arc re:ic: in IvjJi 
schools around the country. You place your students a! a distinct S^id\mn:^r i I'llwy are denial 
this opportunity. We strong v urge sou to restore Che hook without jcstrictions on its use. 

Sincerely. 



Joan E. Berlin, Executive Director 

Nations Coatoion Aga;ns: Censorship 

275 7 th Ave, Suite 1504 

New York, NY 10001 

212-807-6222 

hetlmtamc&c.Qrq 



if f 

Cnristopher M. Finan, President 
Amencan Booksellers Foundation for 
275 f n Ave, Suite 1504 
Now York. NY 10001 

21 7-507-4025 
chrts@abffe.com 



: ree Exsre^.'o: 



tMm Davis. Division Director 
Communications and Affiliate Services 
Nationa' Council of Teachers n* Fngi;sh 
"111 W. Kenyon Road, Urbans, IL 61801 
800-369-8283 ext 3834 
f ncay;s(?x>ncto org 



Lin Oiiver, Executive Director 

Society of Children's Book Wnters & Illustrates s 

8271 Beverly Rlvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 

323-782-^010 



Judith Piatt. Director 

Freedom to Read & Coxmunications/Pjblic Affairs 
Association of American Publisners 
50 P Street. NW> 4 ,r Floor 
Washuigton. DC 20001 
inlntH d. publishergi org 



Larry Siems, Director 

Freedom to Write & International Programs 

PEN America Center 

588 Broadway. Suite 303 

New York, NY 10012 

212-334-1660 

Isiemscgpen.Qrg 
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August 31, 2010 

President Pyle and Members of the Stockton School Board, 

I will not be able to attend the September 8 forum regarding the book, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part 
Time Indian for as IVe come to refer to it as the Masturbating Indian book), Rey and I will be on vacation, 
but if we were in town, I would certainly be there to offer my support in your decision. Throughout this 
long ordeal I have listened and read many comments regarding your decision and can argue with most if 
not all, of them. My favorite was the letter from a gentleman who stated how he served in the military to 
defend Americans' rights to freedom of speech. Freedom of speech is most certainly an honored and 
valued right; however, too many times it is tossed about to serve an individuals own agenda while never 
considering other possible scenarios; therefore, 1 wonder if this person will also defend an individuals 
freedom of speech/expression to burn an American flag? 

I truly believe that the issue is not the book— it is your making a decision and a specific teacher refusing 
to accept it. From the very beginning the English teachers have shown disrespect and poor judgment 
They posted the huge wall poster criticizing the Board's decision knowing that not the Board members 
u ^t the Board members' children would be the ones to read it They continued to discuss and criticize 
. *r decision in the classroom, Ms. fasper added information in the yearbook even though she was told 
not to do so. Their behavior has been an embarrassment, not only to the school but to all the teachers. 

The English teachers have argued about the merits of this book. You may not realize that the closet 
across from the counselor's office is filled with novel sets that can and have been used in the classrooms 
so why was this one purchased when there are so many good novels already in the district? The Indian 
book may have received an award but my first impression of the book was the simple writing style and 
low reading level The English teachers indicated that they chose the book because its about a boy who 
overcame personal issues; however, the district has many novels that deal with this same theme of 
individuals overcoming problems. This story is basically no different. 

Again, 1 support your decision and most of the citizens are either sick of hearing about the book or 
support your decision in removing the book from the classroom. 




Shannon Snow 



Association of American Publishers, Inc. 
www.publishers.org 



50 F Street. N.W.. 4th Floor 
Washington, O.C. 20001 
Telephone: (202) 347-3375 
Fa*: (202) 347-3690 



August 31, 2010 



Shannon Snow 

Superintendent, Stockton R-l School District 
Stockton, MO 

Chad Pylc 

President, School Board 
Stockton R-l School District 
Stockton. MO 

Dear Superintendent Snow and President Pyle: 

Earlier this week you received a joint letter from a number of organizations regarding the 
removal from the Stockton School District of Sherman Akxie's novel The Absolutely True Story: 
of a Pari-lime Indian, Among those signing the letter was the Association of American 
Publishers, {he national trade organization of the U.S. book publishing industry. 

To supplement that earlier letter we would like to share with you and the members of the School 
Board the following statement issued by Little Brown Books for Youne Readers, the publisher 
of Sherman Alcxie's highly acclaimed novel. We ask that the statement be read Into the record 
ot the Town Meeting scheduled to be held on September 8. 

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers is proud to be the publisher of The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by award-winning author Sherman 
Alexia Opposed to censorship of any kind, we are deeply dismayed over the 
decision to remove the book from the Stockton, Missouri, R-l School District, and 
we urge the Stockton School Board to reverse the ban. This compelling and 
critically acclaimed novel has received an overwhelming arrav of literary accolades 
including a National Book Award, 7 starred reviews, the Boston Globe/Horn Book 
Award, a New York Times Notable Book of the Year, and a School Library Journal 
Best Book of the Year. Based on his own experience of growing up. The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian is ultimately a story about hope, resilience, and 
self-discovery. We applaud Sherman Alcxie's devotion to sharing his experience 
with young people so that they too can find the courage to leave the safety of what 
they know and discover who they are. 

^ Sincerely: _ 
Judith Piatt 

Director. Freedom tu Read 



Writers Hal! of fame 

PO Box 8648. Springfield MO, 85801 

WAV vVr'ttrr*J^ijo!''v* ' -\* 

Shannon Snow. Superintendent 
ssnow stock ? ort.k 12 moa j <; 
Stockton R-l School District 

Chad P\ le. School Board President 
Stockton R-l School District 

6 September 2010 

Dear Superintendent Snow. President Pyk\ and Members of the Siockion 1M School Board. 

A * have mans' in and around Stockton, the hoard members of die Writer* I toll of j iime, ar 
organization devoted to the encouragement and appreciation of veriting. have been saddened hv 
and disagree with the school hoard's choice to ban Sherman Ale\ie*s, liv Ahsnlutnx Inn- Dhir 
of a P<m~Tinw Imhtw from Stockton 1 f sgh School 

On l he most husk: level we disagree because banning the hook circumvcnls the educational 
goaf of allowing students to participate in fruitful discussion of a thoughtful l> chosen, highb 
regarded work of literature which has the distinct advantage of offering a s> mpaclKlic, 
intelligent protagonist who embraces education as the heM was to make his lite better Surdv 
this is an attitude the hoard and comnumin can support, Beumd that, Alenie's novel ;*sU 
readers to think about v cry real very challenging issues of poverty, bulhinu. addiction, and 
assimilation. Young readers, even ifthe\ are among the fortunate who don" t lace such 
problems, are most likcl\ not far removed from others their age for whom such issues create 
daily struggles. The Absolutely True Diary of </ Part -Tunc Indian makes clear another pertinent 
point: 1 he dictates of circumstance and choices made within them have far reaching per>onai 
and ajltuiiil consequences. 

We disagree also because we see this choice against choice as a tipping point from which ihe 
Mrhool and community might tumble into an ever-growing effort lo remove even le\t which mt 
person or group finds objectionable. Years ago. almost as soon as it was published. Mark 
I wain's Adventures ofHuckiehcny Fnm was banned from libraries, fn fact, this no\ ek which 
mans consider lo the all-lime best American novel eontirmes to face and overcome challenges, 
As Twain himself demonstrated to at least one librarian, even the most venerated of icxtv winch 
almost no one wants to ban contains material main would consider unsuitable tor \o?mc? 
readers. See the M) July 2010 AVnwrcA vulh T wain on the covei to see which text that is. 

And we disagree with the boards decision because banning this novel, as you nia> have 
become aeuteh aware, violates basic I irst Amendment principles. 1 his too is a dippers slope. 
Hie urge to censor is at heart an urge to exercise power cloaked in the call to protect vulnerable 
populations (like high school students) from "damaging" ideas In almost every newscast, wo 
see the result of such restricted education in the politics of the Taliban, where students are taudit 
only from appixned. imposed texts and learn those texts onl> by rote. All but approved texts arv 
banned, The critical thinking skills so valued in American education are considered Janporou* . 
and so are discouraged. We do not want such restrictions lor our students, \\ e hope tor them 
the chance to make choices informed b> wide-ranging thinking and consideration of 
consequences. Removing choice is not the wav to achieve a thoughtful cui/enn . 

We hope you will reconsider and reverse the choice that allows Stockton students no choice. 

Sincerely, 



Linda Benson, with approval of a majorm oftlu \\ riters Hall of fame Board 
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From: Katherine McQueen <kathyd54@gmail.com> 

To: <ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us>, < pyle022@windstream . net > 

Date: Tuesday - September 7, 2010 9:21 PM 

Subject: letter 



Shannon Snow, Superintendent 

Stockton School 

PO Box 190 Stockton, NO 65786 



Chad Pyie, President Stockton Board of Education 



Dear Superintendent Snow, President Pyie and Members of the Stockton Board 

of Education 



What do you consider a successful teacher? Test scores? AYP? The number 
of wins in a competition? A winning tradition? By the stature of a teacher 
in his/her subject area professional organization? The number of 
scholarships your students win in that subject area? By the lasting impact 
a teacher has on his/her students? By all of these measures, Stockton High 
School English department is one of the most successful in Missouri. 



I first became aware of Stockton's English successes when I was the chair of 
the LAD Fair, a language arts competition that averages 6,000 entries a year 
from an average of 90 schools. I noticed how Stockton High School's name 
kept appearing on the winner's list. What really caught my attention was 
that this small high school was winning many more awards than much larger 
high schools. (There is no size/class division at the LAD Fair; all schools 
compete against each other.) 
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The next thing that caught my attention was the number of Writers Hall of 
Fame winners Stockton had. Most schools, including my own, are thrilled to 
have one Writers Hall of Fame winner, and here was a school that had 
multiple winners. The first year caught my attention, so I kept watching to 
see if Stockton just had one really good year or if there was a winning 
tradition. Year after year, Stockton had winners and scholarship winners. I 
believe it is safe to say that Stockton High School has had more Writers 
Hall of Fame scholarship winners than any other school in Missouri. 



I wanted to learn what Stockton was doing to develop such good writers so I 
attended workshops presented by Kim Chism Jasper at Write-to-Learn, the 
state English teachers' convention. From writing competitions and 
professional meetings, I became acquainted with all of the Stockton English 
teachers. I was impressed and inspired by their passion, enthusiasm and 
dedication of doing what's best for their students. By their students' 
performances in several areas, it is obvious that they have built a strong 
curriculum. Out of curiosity, I decided I should check how Stockton high 
school students did on the state End-of-Course exam. Off the charts! Your 
English teachers and students are to be commended for such outstanding 
results. 



All of this is why I was so surprised to see a book banning at Stockton High 
School. These teachers are obviously outstanding and professional. Why is 
the board reacting to a few parents instead of supporting their quality 
teachers? And, why should a few parents make a decision that affects all 
students? What about the rights of the students who want to read this 
National Book Award winner? 



All research indicates that good writers are good readers. Good literature 

is not just reading words; it is about critical thinking skills. I dare say 

that someone can find something objectionable in any literature. Literature 

is supposed to make us think and sometimes that makes us uncomfortable. What 

will be the next book that gets banned at Stockton? Then will it be 

textbooks, music, art? 



It is discouraging and disheartening to see successful, career educators not 
receive the support of their administration and school board. So again I 
ask, how does the administration and school board of Stockton measure 
success? Obviously not by the performance and success of the students, 
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otherwise the administration and school board would be supporting the 
decision of their professional educators. 

Kathy McQueen 

LAD Fair Chair 1994—2008 

Past-president of LAD 

Executive board member of Writers Hall of Fame 
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TO: Stockton R-l School Board 
FROM; Brian Mammons 
DATE: September 8, 2010 
RE: Book Ban issue 



Dear Board Members: 

Thank you for taking the time to listen and consider comments regarding the book issue. Since I 
can't be there to present comments in person, I thought I'd send you this memo outlining a few, 
perhaps unique, thoughts. I hope that you will refrain from categorizing me as "for" or "against" either 
"side", but will give open consideration to the thoughts expressed herein. 

As I have watched the book ban issue unfold over the past few months, I've tried not to get 
directly involved. While I have friends with strong feelings on both sides of the issue, I have hoped that 
with time there would be more sincere discussion, understanding, and the best interest of students 
would be served, 1 suspected that neither "side" would be totally happy with the end result, but that 
the community would come together, perhaps with a better ability to listen and discuss Important issues 
that impact the youth of Stockton. 

I still have hopes of this happening, and my prayer is that those values which unite us will 
overcome those disputes which divide. 

i look at this issue from many perspectives: SHS alumnus, area business leader; evangelical 
Christian and church lay leader, licensed attorney with Interest in first amendment issues (including 
freedom of religion), conservative Republican, member of the governing board of Missouri State 
University (also past Chairman), nearly life-long resident of Stockton with an interest in its progress, and 
friend of many involved in this issue. Having served on many boards, I have a good understanding of the 
dynamics of board responsibilities - particularly a public governing board of an education system" So I 
appreciate your role and the importance of your relationship with professional administrators who can 
recommend and implement the policy decisions you make. 

Being very interested in the process of organization decision- making, I was puzzled by the quick 
action you took without public discussion of the committee recommendations or input from 
administrators and teachers. But I also generally trust elected board members, believing that they are 
trying to serve to the best of their abilities. Since f know each one of you, I believe that you are capable 
of resolving this issue in a fair, reasoned, and respectful way. 

Perhaps all the perspectives noted above make it difficult for me to take a strong position here, 
as I see a lot of gray. But \ also see a lot of emotion, developing bitterness, and division, Even Christians 
making accusations against one another, acting very un-Christ-Jike. And these can harm our community 
far more than one little book, whether in the school library or out. Perhaps they already have. So I'm ? 
very concerned with the way this issue has been handled. And I hope and pray that reasoned, 
considerate discussion can help you make an informed, thoughtful decision in the best interests of all ~~ 
particularly the youth. After ail, they may learn more from the way adults act toward each other and 
handle difficult issues than from the things anyone says. 



When I first heard of the abrupt banning of this book, the first thing I did was read it, "Seek First 
to Understand" is a good practice, as well as a habit of highly effective people (Covey), Personally, ! 
found it crudely written and was disappointed that some words were used, I wondered why those 
things were there, but continued reading and discovered that the book as a whole probably has a 
positive theme. And t can see that it could open up conversations about issues that are difficult to 
discuss - but need to be. Those conversations that can help teens talk with aduks {maybe even parents) 
about sexuality, drinking, acceptBnce, and violence in order to develop values thai can keep them from 
failing into morally destructive behavior, Sure, there are many other ways to discuss these issues. How 
well are they working for many kids now? That's a subject that probably should be discussed more. 

On the other hand, I sympathize with those who see far too much permissiveness in our society 
and are offended by excessive sexual content and violence. Particularly in television, movies, and even 
books. These tend to erode values, I agree, And I'd like to fight back against those, often feeling 
powerless to do anything but choose to turn off the set, and choose different movies and books. 
Perhaps those feelings are behind the sense that this book should be banned. 

If so, the solution of a complete ban is, I believe, excessive. And not nearly as effective as open 
discussion of positive moral values. Sheltering young children from sex and violence is appropriate, but 
at some point teenagers must learn to understand and make decisions regarding their own attitudes, 
even participation, in those areas. Does the school have an active program to help youth deal with 
these character issues that can impact the course of a teenager's life? I hope so, because closing our 
eyes to the issues doesn't work- Maybe this isn't the best book to use for such teaching, but that is 
probably a question for teachers and administrators - education professionals ~~ rather than for a 
board's quick judgment, 

Let me be clear: i believe that a public school has the right and responsibility to assure that its 
curriculum and materials appropriately contribute to the schools mission and educational objectives. 
But in doing so, a board must assure that it works with professional administrators (chosen by the 
Board), asks appropriate questions, and that its policy-making decisions promote a supportive 
relationship with administration and teachers. 

The question I know you all are faced with is: ''what now?" Sometimes the best leadership <s 
creating an environment where the right questions can be asked. You've begun to do that, appointing a 
review committee and hearing its recommendations. So I respectfully submit these suggestions to you, 
as a Board representing all the citizens of the district, for your consideration: 

1> Adopt the review committee's recommendation to put the book bark in the library; 

2. Ensure that appropriate options are available for concerned parents to opt out of their 
children having to read books they deem inappropriate, without removing them from the 
library; 

3. Refrain from any retaliatory action against teachers or administrators; and 

4. Engage a task force of leaders tn the community to consider how the school and community 
(including churches) together can improve the ability of youth to make positive decisions in 
areas of concern like racism, alcohol, sex, violence, and vulgarity. Many would agree that 
past actions (or inactions) have not been adequate, so different steps should be explored. 



My hope and prayer is that you will look beyond the immediate issue of this particular book and 
the emotional responses it has created - especially your own. Use this opportunity to think about the 
bigger issues of how a community, particularly a school, can help youth develop positive moral values, 
building character, in the face of society's preoccupation with sexuality, violence, and alcohol abuse. 
And how this can be done in a positive way, recognise both the freedoms and the responsibilities of 
liberty. 

Your decision on this issue will be difficult, but maybe it can be one that is unexpected, that 
encourages greater collaborative focus by the entire community about how to deal with important yn 
d.v,s«ve issues, I do believe that in the "marketplace of ideas" {Oliver Wendell Holmes' phrase), the right 
and best idea can win - we need not fear an undesirable idea or ban it so long as the better one can also 
get a fair presentation. Freedom still overcomes fear. 

May God bless you in your service, and give you discerning hearts as you listen and pursue 
excellence for the school, the community, and, most of all, the students. 



Thank you for your consideration. 



September 8, 2010 



Dear Stockton j School Board , Superintendent Snow and 
Other Concerned Teachers and Cedar County Citizens: 



He: A principle involved by the banning of the book, " The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian , " by 
Sherman Alexie 

I am unable to attend your meeting tonight but I want you 
to know I support the School Board's action of banning the 
above book* I believe that there is a matter of principle 
involved in this action* 

Do we want to insist on the book and other similar books 
being available in our school library or classrooms that 
compromise our community's moral values when we have the 
opportunity to keep them high* There are many avenues of 
media that are not sympathetic to moral values* Our young 
people are exposed to a deluge of such issues when they 
enter the universities upon graduation from high school. Do 
we need to rush them into such challenges when they are 
beginning to sort out their ideals? It is true that some 
students are more mature than others but making such an 
issue of the school board's decision has blown the banning 
of the above book out of proportion* It does not take a 
long list of college degrees after our names to decide what 
is best for our youngsters* (Some things are "no hrainers . M 

No doubt, we have some excellent teachers in the Stockton 
R~~l school district as is evidenced by the accomplishments 
of their students* Please don * t let the banning of the 
above book become a matter of pride because the school board 
disagreed with your use of the book* Please dont 1 t let it 
stand in the way of our students* advancement* With your gi 
of teaching , they are going to continue to do well as they 
pursue their dreams* 

A seriously concerned citizen , 
Margaret Brubeck 



mmmm civil mmrm umm 



Legal Department 

ACLU of Kansas 6; Vfefrrn Mivsotai 



July 12,2010 



Chad Pyle, President 

Board of Education 

Stockton R-l School District 

906 South Street 

P.O. Box 190 

Stockton, Missouri 65785 



Re; Removal of Bonk from School Library 

Dixit Mr. Pylc: 



I am writing on behalf of the ACLU of Kansas & Western Missouri (-the ACLtr) to weigh in 
on the Stockton R-l School Board's recent decision to remove Sherman Alexic's award-winning 
book, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, from the Stockton High School library 
and from the high school's curriculum, 

A$ I understand it, on March 25, 2010, someone challenged Alexic\s hook because it allegedly 
contained "Profanity, graphic violence, sexual content" Thereafter, the Superintendent 
appointed a review committee, which apparently recommended thai Alexlc's book be retained in 
the library with a warning sticker affixed. At its April 2010 meeting, the Board - without any 
debate or explanation voted to remove this book from the library and die curriculum despite th< 
recommendations of the nine person review committee. For the following reasons, the ACLU 
opposes the removal of this or any other book currendy in the collections of the District's school 
libraries. 



I he law in this area is cleat. "IT Jhc First Amendment rights of students may be directly and 
sharply implicated by the removal of books from the shelves of a school library " Island Tn 
Union Frtc Sch. Dist. v< Pico. 457 U.S. 853, 866 (1982), The plurality opinion in that case 
recognized the unique role of school libraries, noting thai 

students must always remain free to inquire, to study and to evaluate, to gain new 
maturity and understanding. The school library is the principal locus of sjeh 
freedom . , , { where] a sixukml can literally explore the unknown, and discover 
hit as of imeresl and thought not covered by the prescribed curriculum, , , , Th|eJ 
student learns thai a library is a place to test or expand upon ideas presented to 
him, in or out of the classroom. 

Id at 868-69 (citations and quotations omitted). 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian has won numerous awards, including a 
National Book Award in 2007, and has received excellent reviews fi urn many sources indadi 
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Booklist and the School Library Journal. In Alexia's novel Arnold Spirit, Jr. tells the story of 
Hs decision to leave the Spokane Tndian Reservation to attend an all-white high school The 
novel deals with issues of racism, poverty, and the following of Native American traditions. 
Although school officials retain discretion Co remove books based on (heir "educational 
suitability" or because they are "pervasively vulgar/ 5 Pico at 87 J , I do not believe such rationale 
apply to this book. 

In Case v. Unified Sck Disi No. 233, the court held that the Olathe School Board violated the 
First Amendment by removing from an Olathe high school library Annie on My Mind, a novel 
depicting a romantic relationship between two teenage girls, 90S R Supp. 864 fD. Kan, 1 995), 
The ACLU litigated Caw, which resulted in an injunction against the removal of Annie on My 
Mind, and an award of attorneys'' fees against the Oiathc School District in an amount in execs* 
of $200,000.00. Sue Case v. Unified School DisL Nth 233, 157 V 3d 1243 (J 0th Cir. 1998), 

The AC) JJ urges the Board to return this book to the school libraries without any kind of a 
warning label Please contact me if you have any questions about this letter, if the Board fails U 
rcium the book to the library shelves at the Boards next meeting, which ~~ as I understand it 
will be held on July 21, 1 will explore the possibility of fifing suit on this issue. 



x^mcerely, 




mnigikmrsey i/ 
Chief Counsel & Legal Director 



cc: Vicki Sandberg, Superintendent 



Copy of original book challenge 1 
April 12 th Book Committee Report 3 
Statement from Eng. Dept. 1 1 
Objectives/essential questions for the 

book 13 
English I Syllabus (Nail) 14 
English I Syllabus (Whitesell) 16 
English II Syllabus (Whitesell) 19 
English IIII Syllabus (Jasper) 22 
English 110 Syllabus (Jasper) 25 

Rationale for teaching the book (turned 

in by teachers) 35 
Lesson plans used by the teachers 58 

Questions from superintendent answered 
by the English teachers 76 



INSTRUCTION AT/ SERVICES Form 6241 

Instruction 

Challenged Materials 

REVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

Type of material (book, film, pamphlet, etc.):_ 

Title of material: 1 r1€ AI)^M ( i ±P \{{Tf U \ViQjf ft? fl Pft ;f \~^\ \[y\eXfd hll 

Author: %f ,Wb iQ AilY(> 

Publisher: Utilf ^mUY^ ( ^CRS ^ VlOLinO, fe^PfS 
Your name, address, telephone number; 

Do you have a child in the school concerned? \|PS 

Complainant also represents others: \)P.5> 



(organization-name)_ 
(other group-identify)_ 



To what part of the material do you object? Cite words, page numbers: P^(U\rkf Qf 6l|lfcV^^ 
Why do you object to this material ? 31 (in C\C ^C -fpp \ 4-ha4- i-V- \ ^ ^~ 
Are ^ojjfemiliar with the range of materials used in the school system on this topic ? t 



Do you approve of presenting a diversity of points of view about this material in the classroom? 
Should this be withdrawn from all students? Ye s X No apprOO^^^^ 

Signature of Complainant » 5^ 

Please give/send this information to: 



Superintendent 
Address 



Jun98 



Results of the Bp^^e^\^^njtmtte^ fe ^ ~\ ji 

s ©tf^pnf 12; 2011(5 tlf6 c6mrff^ee 5 met m'the'ETdfiM rodfn to discuss tkjbjefl S% 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which had been challenged by*a patron due 




The committee members consisted 6f tHe'follo wing: 
John French, principal 

Keli Vaughn, W^schoonibjar^nt. is , s E _ , = f-T :Iifrr if; 

-Kirjc W^^h^pc^lifea^ry^ = :||^!ll^ I! -i • 3} 

^^CaYal l¥alrey;1fepartberirteadner" f ~« — «? ~ lln :l IT l f ? " ,| ^ 

Rodney Shipley, board member 
. Joy Rutledge, parent i% - t ^ ^ _ :i 

Ro^r^fei^ {|fcnf -.?.* ~ • " T 1 ,r ^ - ^ fr f :? 

-~ ; LiijdaiBufmes&Jpatton |L •- u ii t jji? iijl |J, ?T *J}\ \}} T = 
Bradley Wright, patron s * : r * ! • r " ' 1 

The com^ittee^a^i repgrr^^ be (1) retained^ 

? .without restrjcflbji" Q)" r^ihed ¥fiih rMstrictlcm, (3);not retained. " J . =; ; . 

The committee, members had different views regarding how they should deal with the 
book. The mcmbers ; thought the theme and story were good but most of them were 
concerned abouikhe language used in some passages; however, after approximately an 
hour discussion, the Committee pgreed on the foHowihg recommendation^) the Board: 

That the book should be left in the high school library and labeled regarding its content 
but thaUt shoul d no t be,taught hrthe classroom :^h^fnr^h^U-^ m ^ n{ ]^ ori j s l0 
detain tBe-bppfcw^ f: J- T, u 7, J V - - - 

The Board can accept or reject the Committee's recommendation. 



Dr. Vicki Sandberg, 
superintendent 



Book Review Committee 
August 5, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 

Members present: 
John French, High School Principal 
Judy Culbertson, High School Teacher 
John Elder, Communication Arts Teacher 
Keli Vaughn, High School Librarian 
Linda Burmester, Community Member 
Joy Rutledge, Parent, Community Member 
Roger Meeks, Parent, Community Member 
Rick Pohlsander, Community Member 
Rodney Shipley, Board of Education Member 
Shannon Snow, Superintendent (recorder) 

Before getting started, the group expressed that they felt it is very important to note that there are 
three new members of the committee, therefore the opinions may vary from the original committee. 

1. Is the book educationally suitable for use in the Stockton High School classrooms? Please 
explain the basis for majority and minority opinions regarding this question. 

A member states that her opinion would be the same, that it should be pulled from the classroom, but 
remain in the school library marked for content. She turned in a written statement attached to these 
notes. As a member of the original committee, she explained that a consensus was reached by the 
other group, but that there were extreme opinions on both sides. She did not feel it was educationally 
suitable. 

Another member of the committee felt that there were a lot of issues in book and those issues are ones 
that resonate with kids - not something for middle school, but valuable as learning tool at HS. He saw 
kids in detention that were non readers who had meaningful discussions about the book. Kids 
understood the story. Kids never referenced the things that, in his opinion were not acceptable for MS 
students, but HS students used the language. He did not find it to be that inappropriate for the ways it 
was used. Story has more message that just those parts. The book reached kids that no other book did. 
Kids were talking about story, about hope, not language. He said "In that respect, I do think that it has 
educational suitability." 

Another committee member asked, what is the objective of the book? 

The communication arts teacher on the committee answered that it addresses the HS Course Level 
Expectations of summarizing, relationship, text to text, text to self, text to world, connections, in the 
novel. It also addressed, bullying, how to cope, how to relate, how to see hope in the real world. 

He felt it was also applicable to career research, looking at different cultures, and multi-cultural lessons. 



"I have taught novel based teaching for 27 years and have taught in small town of native Alaskans, {the 
committee member saying this made this correction : I taught in AZ. and worked wiih hispanit kids 
facing these same types of problems, I also grew up in AK. and knew a lot of of kids from native Ataskian 
families who faced the same trials that Alexie did/} Yes, I see that the other content is there, If you 
took that out, kids would not buy into it. Language is no problem for me. Not necessarily something 
that is right, but they wont relate if it is not. That is where these kids relate to the book. The book won 
awards b/c kids can see themselves, not in the language, in the fact that the kid was a loser, but he 
wanted better, he sought to make his life better, but kids in small town need to understand that there is 
something better/' 

Another teacher explained that the culture diversity addressed in the book is applicable to social 
science. She discussed the intended audience, purpose of language, and pointed to question 10 at the 
end of the book. 

She said "Do I use that language in my daily life? No. Do I let my kids? Preferably not." How would a 
teacher in the classroom lead a discussion about this? I read the question (#10). f would say that this 
book is suitable for use in the high school classroom, She also mentioned author's voice. 

Another member of the committee admitted that, he had a different reaction to questions. Questions 
ruined the book, he wanted to enjoy it. It was a good read. His background has been working with 
youth, my entire adult life, and he currently works with youth. He stated that some youth is appropriate 
for, some very inappropriate for. Some cannot handle the book. He brought, up the example of a 
student that he knew personally, who would have a difficult time separating language in book from 
language in school. He stated that he would find difficult as a teacher for there to be a double standard, 
language that we can't use, but then expecting students not to model behavior that teachers are having 
them read* 

At same time, it is not appropriate, he would expect that educators could express their views without 
using these colorful metaphors. He said that he found other ways to express himself, and encouraged 
young adults to express themselves another way. He stated that he didn't think you can use the book 
for every child 

As to the question of it being educational suitable? He stated #1, if these are goals, there may be other 
books, if teachers are not looking into the other books they are missing their job and responsibility. He 
stated "I don't think at any time I would want my daughters to read the book. When 1 want to teach 
about sexuality I will teach them and my wife will teach them. I don't want a teacher doing that" 

I agree that it should be left in the library with restrictions 

He mentioned that the author's own website warns that there is profane content in the book. Reviews 
about the book that he read say that it will be banned. 



Another member stated that it was probably about 6th grade level, and not challenging. While he 
understands how it is to get kids to read and said reading is key to education, he didn't think it was well 
written - It was too easy to read for HS. He also stated that he disagreed with vulgarity in book. And 
had kids who read the book, some liked it. But he stated that, as an adult, he didn't think the language 
is appropriate. 

The principal said there are some of the lessons that are good and there were lots of good targeted 
ideas by teacher, messages of hope, etc. He stated "I wish it didn't have language." "I would think there 
would be other books that would be more suitable." As an administrator, you would hope that teachers 
would handle the situation and hope that you can trust in your teachers that they would go about things 
the right way. The problem is going to happen in health class. It is a double edge sword. Was there 
value in what was being taught? Absolutely." 

Another member stated that there was redeeming value such as, perseverance but said other books 
could have been chosen for the same themes. 

Another member said it was a double edge sword and would not let their 12 year old read it, but would 
their 16 year old. She said that she would like to have prior knowledge so that she can discuss it with 
her child. She also stated that she wished that the language was not there. 

Another member said she felt the same way, it was a double edge sword. She felt like the easy reading 
level was not an issue for her because not ail kids read at the same level. Her daughter read the book, 
and when she asked her daughter about it, the daughter did not notice the language. She said her 
daughter was a reader and didn't dwell on the language. But she also felt that her 13 year old son was 
not mature enough to handle the book. 

Another member stated that it was on the recommended reading list of her friend's daughter, and her 
son said it was not a bad book. She also stated that she had covered language and meaning with her 
son. And that as a parent, she would encourage her son to read it. 

One member asked what classes read this book? The answer was given as it was supposed to be all 9-12 
students, but only the 9 th and 10 th grades read completely and the 11 ! '« grade was in the middle when 
the book was challenged. 

One member reported that one website he looked at rated the book questionable until after 10 th grade 
level 

Another member said that society has regressed and tolerated language that would have been 
inappropriate in the past. 

The results of the vote for Question Ml Is the book educationally suitable for use in the Stockton 
High School classrooms? Please explain the basis for majority and minority opinions regarding 
this question. 



was 



5 suitable 
4 not suitable 



2. is there such vulgarity and sexual references in the book as to cause it to be pervasively vulgar or 
contain content that is sexually inappropriate for High School students in grades 9-12? 
{The committee felt that by including the word "some" before High School students it made it a more 
answerable question. So the question that the committee decided to address was as follows} 

Is there such vulgarity and sexual references in the book as to cause It to be pervasively vulgar or 
contain content that is sexually inappropriate for some High School students in grades 9-12? 

One committee member said that some language in the book would be language that students or staff 
member would be disciplined for. 

Another member said that inappropriate language was interlaced throughout the book, citing the book's 
discussion of both a metaphorical and actual erection, He said that some mentions were metaphorical 
and some were real, and all of them were inappropriate. He went on to say that they were 
inappropriate for every student, and highly inappropriate for a number of students in our school that he 
had personal knowledge of. 

Another member agreed that it was inappropriate, especially for mixed company. 
Another stated that they agreed with that. 

As to factual basis, the high school principal said that in our handbook addressed such language and that 
it would not be tolerated. He said that "if I walked by classroom, heard the f word or talking about 
erections" according to our policy in the handbook which addresses verbal or written use of profane 
language, that the student would be disciplined. With the consequence ranging from getting on to the 
student, or OSS if bad enough. He also stated that if they said that to a teacher, they would be 'gone'. 
So by basing on that factual information, it is not appropriate. 

He stated that some things don't need to be in there to get the message across. In his own experience, 
his English teacher would not have Introduced the book. 

There was also discussion of how many books could be removed from library because of language. 

Another member of the committee said that to determine which students are ready to handle certain 
books, we should trust the teacher in classroom, but let the parents decide. They said we need to be up 
front to parent, with a well stated description, it can still be something that is read. They said that by 
putting in library and tagging it, parent can decide. If the book is marked, you {a parent's child) don't get 
to read it, 



Another member said that in a classroom we put some kids in a situation that would not feel 
comfortable standing up and saying the book was awkward for them. 



Another person said that we need to protect parents right to decide. And that the teachers probably 
had good intentions. 

Another member said "Is it pervasively vulgar? The author's tone was 14 year old boy. Some kids use 
that language. Yes, it is pervasively vulgar." 

Another said "I don't find language appropriate, but it fits the story, it is according to authors intent 
That is what he (the boy in the story) would have used. I don't find it pervasive, do I find it appropriate 
for Middle School? Absolutely not, maybe 10* and above -some kids are ready, some are not, but do 
we limit it and take it away from all. Give kids choices." {This change was made to clar.fy the stdtement 
from the member who said it. "it wys do I find it appropriate lor Middle School? absolutely not. it 
should be absolutely, but not inappropriate for some High School students."} 

A member agreed that it was maybe not for all students. 

Is It vulgar and contain references that are inappropriate for 9-12 grades? 

An original committee member stated that the first committee discussed two issues: classroom and 
library in one sense the question is unfair, some said yes, some no. 

Another member of the committee said that to answer #2 we should answer 3 & 4, what are the 
concerns that would limit the use of this? 

A member stated when it is a library book, students can choose, but to be part of curriculum -that is 
mandatory. Students had the option (to ask for an alternative), but how many once started, would ask 
for alternative. Peer pressure would be too great, especially if the student encountered inappropriate 
language and were uncomfortable after the book had been started. The student would feel pressure to 
continue with the same book. 

Another said that there would be an extreme amount of pressure 

Parents should be given more info about the curriculum, so they can decide. 

One member said that even in 10 through 12th grade some students could be still offended. 

Another member said that he didn't envy the HS principal. And was concerned about how to enforce 
double standard. It might be optional curriculum but didn't feel it was appropriate for all. 

The results of the vote for Question m Is there such vulgarity and sexual references in the book 
as to cause it to be pervasively vulgar or contain content that is sexually inappropriate for some 
High School students in grades 9-12? 



was 



9 Yes-pervasively vulgar/inappropriate 
No-not vulgar/inappropriate 

3, If yes, describe the factual basis for such determination. 

Personal conviction, maturity level, school policy and parent choice were the reasons given by the 
members of the committee. 

4, If no, describe the factual basis for such determination. 

There were no committee members who answered no to Question 2 {is there such vulgarity and s< 
references in the book as to cause it to be pervasively vulgar or contain content that is sexually 
inappropriate for some High School students in grades 9-12?} so this question was not addressed. 



5. If retention of the book in the school library is recommended by either a majority or minority 
of the committee with restrictions, explain the specific restrictions that are suggested. 

The High School Librarian said that all incoming freshmen attended meetings that tells them that an 
orange star marking on a book signifies adult content. She said that kids should know that it is in there. 

Discussed possibility of limiting the book to grades 11-12. 

A member of the committee asked "Is there anything that a parent approves with orange star book, or is 
it left to the student?" The librarian said that parents can call and request their child does not check 
out with orange star labeling but indicated that information instructing a parent to do so, is not 
published in our student policy book, and that information is not widely available/known by parents. 

Another member stated that as a parent, he had to sign to allow kids to use internet, etc. at school. 

A teacher on the committee said that "As a teacher, I contact parents to let them know that the content 
of the book {chosen by their child) may be inappropriate." He also said that the MS librarian keeps a 
close eye on it 

He said that he had his own books that student may borrow from his classroom, but that he doesn't let 
them go out unless he has a note from the parent. He said that he always makes sure that kids are 
aware that there is inappropriate language in the book, or parents know. 

Another member said that, as parent of HS student she trusts her son to drive a car, and trusts him to 
check out a book and to return it if it is inappropriate. She was not in favor of a permission slip. It would 
be just another piece of paper. 

Somehow designed as containing objectionable material - library should review their policy - my 
suggestion as parent 



Another member of the committee said that it definitely needs some form of labeling. 
Another said that the way it has been handled in past has been acceptable. 
The recommendation of each member is as follows: 

1. Recommend retaining the book with current restriction 

2. Same 

3. Agree with that 

4. Current restriction policy 

5. Restrict with current policy 

6. Am willing to live with that 

7. Def in agreement with restriction under current policy 

8. Same 

9. Prefers that it would not be in school at all 

ADDITIONS BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
ONE MEMBER SENT IN THIS SUGGESTION 

On page 4 toward the top k says do f find it appropriate for Middle School? absolutely not It should l,>; 
absolutely, but not inappropriate for some High School students, As for the restatement of the quesiiot 
I still feel that it should include that, although it is inappropriate for some, it is appropriate for others. 
Why do we only have to address the negative. That is why I voted yes. We cannot assume that they will 
take that aspect for granted. 

ANOTHER MEMBER'S SUGGESTION 

I would just correct the result for Question U2 so that it reads something like; 

9 Yes - pervasively vulgar and sexually inappropriate for some students {Change made} 

No. 

Otherwise it looks like the committee was unanimous in thinking the book was suitable, which conflicts 
with the result in Question #1. 

Also, although I may have said it wrong at the meeting, i do not feel the book is appropriate for 
curriculum, even if it is optional, 



ANOTHER MEMBER SAID THIS 



The summary at the end confused me, Please clearly state in the summary that the 
decision/recommendation would he to restrict from the classroom curriculum, permit in the lib 
clearly marked for content, 



As teachers who tench and uphold each student's right to aeademic freedom the 
Umirm.nicat.on Arts Department respectfully requests the academic freedom cited in 
board policy 6241 be upheld and that the Stockton R-] School Board remove the ban and 
allow l^h A <M^;m X mx}Lola Pan-Time Indian bv Sherman Alexie to be 
available in our public school library. 

It was our hope to present our request and discuss the following information with the 
board in person. Wc have placed our discussion points in the leuer below. 

Pirsf we hope you understand our dismay at the lack of discussion before the 7-0 
decision was made at the April meeting. Please understand that we were followinp the 
process as defined in the board policy believing that there would be discussion about 
Sherman Alexie's book, and, since no one ever asked the communication arts department 
lor lesson plans or rationale as to why the book was selected, that perhaps the matter 
would be tabled so that the board could further investigate. We came to the April 
meeting not knowing what to expect; two statements were prepared: the one thai was read 
and one thanking (he board for retaining the book. 

Second, in retrospect, we realize That it might have been more beneficial if we had 
imitated a conference w ith the administration and the challenger when we first learned 
that a patron of the district had a concern. We thought that the administration would' 
want teacher input and ask for lesson plans or rationale for the book, but that did not 
happen, bntd now, tt lias been our experience that when students/parents have a concern 
with a text: they ask the teacher for an alternative first. 

Since challenging any aeademic process is so serious, the communication arts department 
expected that a more thorough, well -developed process would have taken place. 

The patron of the district or any other members of the group that he was 
representing were never directed to seek out ihe teacher's input about Ids 
concerns or request for an alternative text. We feel a meeting with the 
communication arts department early on might have helped eliminate the 
need lor a challenge. 

The administration accepted an incomplete challenge form: no particulars 
are listed about the objectionable material. This process should be 
documented with exacting information so that all understand exact! 
is challenging and what information is being challenged. 

o No one ever cared to ask about the educational merit of the book. 



o 



o 



Iv who 



We realize (hat the challenge policy is in place, but believe the steps in the process that 
led to a challenge need to be reviewed and revised. We, as teachers, would like to be part 
oi that revision process. ' 

Third, we want to provide the background about the 'big read' book. The 'hie read* was 
implemented 8 years ago. We have always followed the process below. 

• We submit a purchase order with TBI) as a budget placeholder for the following 

year, ' ^ 

• Ail communication arts teachers 7- 12 are asked to submit books for all to lead 
and review anil a book is selected during the summer. 

• A1 ' lcr lhc dccisJon is made the purchase order is resubmitted with the title. We are 
only allowed to order a classroom set due to budget constraints. 

• 1 eael icrs take turns using the books., and most of the reading is done in class is , 
order to ensure that all hours of the day have enough copies for the reading 
Books can be checked out if someone is absent and needs to make up the reading. 

• I , , ; ;ic,iers implement the "big read" novel into the classroom as his- her schedule 

allows. 

• 'J eaehers have the option to pass on the 'big read.* 

• Generally the title of a 'big read' is included on teachers' course policies This 
year it appeared on English I & Technical Kngbsh 111 policies. 

WardmlS d * ***** fiWn ^^^^Momc to lliejjom theW^andihe 

When discussion began this summer about our "big read" both middle school teachers 
were included k,m Schmid read the book, and said she would like to pass as she felt 7 ,,; 
graders lacked the maturity to appreciate the text. Bill CVablree brought a c m back to 

! W u 0,1 f aid thC middlc SC " W{,U,d «" *™ one* That was 

the extent oi the middle school involvement. 

We welcome the opportunity to be placed on the agenda and discuss this issue in person. 
^Respectt\iily, 

/ 

/ 
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From: Kim Jasper 

jfrench@stockton.kl2.mo.us, vsandberg@stockton.ki2.mo.us, 
To . Ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us, dwhitesell@stockton.kl2.mo.us, 

JNail@stockton.kl2.mo.us, kperkins@stockton.kl2.mo.us, 

kja sper@stpGkiDTQa*^ — — 
Date: Wednesday - March 17, 2010 11:12 AM 
Subject; Diary 0^-J2ait£IlDa£jQdiaQ , "' 



I have a book published by NOTE (National Council of Teachers of English) called 
Sherman Alexie in the Classroom that addresses the value of The Absolutely True Story of 
a Part-Time Indian. 



Essential questions for the unit: 



/ How do internal and external expectations shape our lives? 

How does culture (social and familial) expectations affect our identifies? 



We also have a rationale for the teaching if you're interested in seeing this. The themes in 
this book are most appropriate for our school since they deal with poverty, opportunity 
and education. 



Mr. French asked me to address why we all (grades 9-12) read the same book. 

The idea is patterned after The Big Read, a national program where communities read the 
same book; in fact, we have looked at getting grants to take part in this. The Springfield 
community took part in The Big Read last year. 

The idea is that there is power in a community reading the same book; siblings can 
discuss it; they can share with their parents and encourage them to read it. Reading the 
same book offers opportunities for conversation among students of ail grade levels. 

Thanks, 
Kim 



' X A ) 

Ls < 



English 1-2009-2010 



Jon Nail 417 276.8801 Ext 422 MmmmmjnoA& 

Course & ®$MMM}P < 

^^^S,^? deS! " 9 '; ed S ° t,ar ' Siii0n StUdent5 into 3 tevef of communication 
com^Mlrn^ f^ 9 n fnrm l° fCOmmun,ca!ion to E,fRSS tho P^er of verbal and non-verbal 
communication mt taction. Owing the year students will improve communication skills Ihronnh rr-^'inn 
wnting speaking, hstening, discussing, observing and thinking. Activities in the dass are SnS 'to 
stimulate new ideas using literature, poetry, music, art and other media. <it~yru,d to 

Texts: 

The Language of Literature, Cedar County Republican and other newspapers various oo.-trv and m ™ 
Other books may be assigned for small reading/discarssion groups. 

Re q uk ed Mate r]; 

* patTc^SSSr haVt " PDCkC ' !S ° aCh inSVJ ° br3dS dOW the M ^ 

* Ruled paper 

* Pens/pandls 

* 3xS index cards 

* Flash drive recommended 

Course Require ments' 

This course begins teaching the skills of effective communication Students win vw v -r„-r.t 



SiSSn?™' 3 thr ° U9h0Ut ye8f ^ ,eStS OWr mafe " a » —red in class. Students will 

provides class tana s^S^f^^, ^ ^ Fnd8y * S des «d as reading workshop, which 
£S£f ^ * S6nt h0m ° 31 3 " Week interva!s ™« MU ^T be signed by parent or guardian and 

The assignment and test schedule Is written on the board each week StudwiK ho * V n 

miommtkm into trioir school aqendas for n^mnt mul^ i ^m lil J students be ^peeled to copy this 

f^itd^mtotedle^al Theft i * • 

plagiarism may lead to failure n rh- ™ ™ ^ ^%^i tv f no **lt$ assignment. Continued 
The schools policy on cheating or plagiarism is dearly outlines in the student handbook. 



L>^ad!fip^s' 

Vyou aa.- absent with an accepted excuse, you sbll aie expected t<> turn in assjojm^nfs or take tests on t he- 
day you reium if the assignment was made in advance. 

if assignments or tests have been give n while you are nhrent, please sec me so we can set iinid;n^ and 
make arrangements for their completion. 

if you are on a school trip when an assignment is due, you aru stJ'H responsible for turning in the assignment 
that day You may email fhe assignment or put if in the class folder. 

If you pfon to be absent ai the end of a quarter or semester, you musl turn in work piior to the absence 

M aknw u p work; .• t v . ,< H « 

You amjosponsibfo for keopin:? a?l ronton? presentee in class, including any note- you taKi , handouts liiu! 

are diftthutod and completed quizzes and tests. 

You are also responsible tor making up any work you missed. 

At each 3-week progress report If vo:i ore tailing or have misr.ing wivk, you will be expected to attond 
makeup sessions (ZAP) to complete the work before the n.;xt 3 w«ek process report is due 

If you w»! be qor.e for en extended period of time (fcr ooni^stu tnp:, etc) pfeas^ see ijh about (jetting 
assignments before you leave You should not use cbss turw to visit with me, please m.v.e an appointment 

If you need hc-'p with assignments that are given while you are absent, please "P a !*'•* anarK J od to 
meet with me. 

Specrol j e ar nm q Needs . 

Please hforrn if you have any learning nue-ds wh>ch mqmre special acoom modal \ on. I vviJ be happy w 

individuate student work when appropriate 

Conferences: .■ ■ 

j am available fur conferences by appointment Students and parer^s also may email rne at any time. 

Common Sense Items - r , g t 

' • ""Show respect for classmate;*, teachers, staff, administrators, and the property of others and of the 
school 

♦ Practice self control. You can nut control others, but you can control yourself. 

♦ Abide by the norms (set of rules) established by the class. 

♦ Focus on positive, interesting and useful elements of new ideas and assignments. 
. Be creative - this does not translate to being undisciplined. 



I have read and accept Mrs, Nail's rules and expectations tor English 1 . 
(Please return by August 18 for 5 credit points). 




c 



Hiidbh I 
Ms. Whhestll 
fall 2009 

Course 1 ^csalpikm: Lmjudi I Communicators Am b dv^itMieJ in f?< m-dtion stnderm into a nrw h vr> ^1 
commuiiictfion experiences ijicorpoiatmr nil forne* v4 comiminkv.tio-j to stress the p<mer of verbal *i»,d 
non-vcrhaZ eujnmunjcation infer achon IVjrbip the year mujcf;?' vvil* imprint ronimnrjo?j?or sUL-s 
llirojirh reading, writmi:. sptakhv!, It'steninr, db-cusstn;> nhserwnr and donAim- Ai*li\ hir*> in the clav *y 
dcMjned to sfiirmlau: riev^ ideai usnj^ likrid in e. p<»ai v. nnrdc an rrsd c>lhi:T media 

lex:-/ 

The Icz'tviiayj' oj ' Ufcran/f <u Ceda* < oitnry Ht>puhhcn?< and othe? new^pape^s, vannus poerry and rruisu 
excerpts from nuT^ercajs lexis and mnvimnvs aird the ink-meJ Cfa^ readme include*- fam,*** xiuj ' Julia ar 
Vw Ctetvssri and The Ahs<*htich True Dian' <4 a Pan lu-n I nana* 

Of be* books may he assigned for small R*ad?mydiseHSf ion groups 

The cla.Ni ma\ also wafrh *di or part** of several mm k-\s inc Indira* / rr,- r/c»w H Rome a*idJii'n i t *h 

Brother Whvre Art Thou / am Sam, The Emperor^. CUd>— u)\ 8r raed PG-\?, 

i n-^d M ate rk sjk ; 

* 2 brad folders? folder that have poekn^ on each inside flap and brad.-: down the; midair where 
paper can be inserted j 

* M:u led paper 

* Peas/pmdls 

* 1X5 uhie\ tranh 

* Hush dnve recommended 

Co;rsr R equircment s : 

This course begins teach hu: tlu skill? of effective enmroun ication. Studcrib will work vdih several !iiera*\ 
genres poe?n\ short sUjt\ . nmt-h print and ad media < *nd participation usine Star*da r d Ensdkh.. is an 
important parr of tin- dn<*s. Wrifiop w til emphasize structure and Ln-airsraa? a* weh- as dn~)Un<„ 
surmriadzimj and research. Student will be asked io make frequent journal crwu-s sorm wit?] specific 
writinp pro^iprs and some with their selected topics , 

There will be vnitfrn: assiennients throadho-ut tht year an^I test ovc? niatenal coveiea i?i elasK Students 
nil! work individually and in groups > 

Jti addition, student;, will be u-quifvd to rtad a: lec,^! AF:< Acedu\*k-J keaiiniM i3 per qtvjtei} 

tiidependendy and complete the ordme Al< test? bach Fndu> \> de^ipiiifrd ;ts teaJmg workshop. wri( h 
provides eia^s time speeiliealiy for reading. 

Vrogrchh reports* will bt sent home ai ?~ueek t>U-'Ux!s(Sepren}ber C>ctc>i>er 5 ? \ Noveinber <f j , Dcvcmbe* 
7 ,h . January 27"*. J ebruary 22* \ April ?' n Mjv 3 rd ) and MUST be siened by a pa3'er}t/|?uauh'an and municd, 
Jl is vety important tbat you lake per^onnl rc5ponsi!d!f!> fo* > our education and ard; for Kdp ifyoi: neee^ ?l 
I give very JfttK extra credii, ! do ho* accept lau- ^orh 

A rr Kn;i t y n n d Jests 

'I Jif asi-igniTient and lest scliedule is written on the board each wed. Students will be expected to copy ?]n < 
infon-na!io?3 in?<» iheir school agendas forparetit review. 1 M-'ill also do unannou jiced cheek's to enswe 
stu.irnts atr Lerp-iv* null s and a^ipnTneni^ otfat^/ej As pan of tb^ class fust semester, students vO! 
receive a grade based on ihcir oiganizafion skills. 



Pfedas Km-lntellecti^ d Thd ) 

fl you turn in someone ehe*s woifc as vosit owr ; or close!) p^r^piu^e the* wojL ol another wnh-j foi 
studeni } and present ii as )-'onr own without ;;on»ct euathwi, )'uu * II wc c m no ctvdii for thnl a v,hmmem « < 
Hell as th^ pi ope r di\sciplmar> monies (sec student hsndl>oo], ) CmUm^d planum tmy lead in faikr* 
in t!u cm it sc. 1 alinr excerpt* off the Interne* md usiny thxw w, \otjr mvn is phipim ism You rm; a f iu 
cu-dir to other? for their ide.i* aid quotation 

Deadline^ 

ii >nu havt itn exeusul jaKeme vols ?i i<i> make up what you missel and recem- lull en Ji? Yim* a s e 
re<;poirabk joi oblahinp the assiennn-n^ you missed and pettinr thru turned in on mm. jiot 
suf^nnnt-df duriiit' Ihe allotted sink- franv vull iweoe ;i zero. If ab-ent en the dn\ of a te>4 you will Lib 
tcs? upon your Kturn Any lone~serm assirnimtiu v> ill be the- upon ?e:imi a* wedl, sun \on 

understand uhai is demanded of yon when you nii>* cta\* f<x*m arMefic^rholnsrie ennk-s* o: fit* id tnp. 

Mai: ) Tip up work; 

^ 0*1 mc responsible for kcepiV aH mverirA> pnAemtd h che^, n< hdn. air note tal < handot : t 5 «; " 
are distributed and completed i]irr?zes and le^rs. 

If you ?>ecd fn Ip with ussipnnienb tha! art* given \vh>fc \vu are absent please set up a p-z-mnwtd thr»c v 
meet with (not dudne classl 

Specie' le?«mirrj; need,*. 

rieasc mforn t?k if >ou have am ieammi; needs which requhe special ucvomno-l^'m* f *]\\ he lupp n« 
individualist student work when app r opri«ft. 

t-oiilereiicer 

J an» available W conference* during 7 i;> hoar Sltiiieii:.. and piren:- jtki> also anad ni- at .v:\ ibui, 
I . The Ooidei; Rule i> hi t fVcei at all times 

' I >V toqeron etnties\. If I here is am doubt ahoiit what to do i»j &as ...do:»^ dt> ui il 
3. ii'ivi nh open mind keser\e judgment ol wheu.ei ar> Ucaa^hii>/«ifor\ r Smpid" urn:! \o,j > u 

given it it chance. 
-* RcHL,iO on tnsk fnn f>eii uoti'I chVpi?sMi ? 
:\ <i?\e ><*a» N;uo Nome new wrinkle^ ilm- ycarl 

Dl^m^mJJl^Mm^: 'I hese ftep5 an? also poMt'd in die cinssroom. 

I . <,haniic in ^e^line avsienment, after i Ireo conference. p« visible vi mUvi hor.K 



Without knowing the force of words, it is impossible to know men. -Confm ius 



Please take this home and share it with your parents. Have them sign it and then return it 
for bonus points. You may then keep this copy, 

Pareiu/Ciuardian Signature Date 



Student Signature Date 



Without knowing the fan e of wards, it is impossible to know mat, ~ Confucius 



English II 
Ms. Whiiesell 

Fail 2009 
276-8806 ext. 426 



Course Description: 

Students will review, refine and expand their knowledge and use of the English language 
by studying vocabulary, grammar mechanics, and usage and by exercising this 
knowledge in their writing and speaking. They will be motivated to readfappreeiate and 
understand the short story, novel, noniiction(essay, biography, autobiography, etc.), 
drama and poetry. 
Units of Study: 

Voeabulary and Spelling Writing 

Grammar Reading and Literature 

Mechanics Study and Research Skills 

Usage Speaking and Listening 

Classroom Expectations: 

L The GOLDEN RULE is in effeet at all times. 

2. Use common courtesy. ff there is any doubt about what to do or say. . 
don't -do or say it. 

3. Have an open mind. Reserve judgment of whether an idea/activity/story is "stupid" 
until you've given it a chance, 

4. Please be polite and respectful of other's property and views. 

5. Remain on task from bell until dismissal 

6. Give your brain some new wrinkles this year. 

Classroom Discipline: These steps are also posted in the classroom. 

1 Change m seating assignment after class conference, possible contact home. 

2. Principal's office. 

I n an effort to help yon become responsible, productive, educated individuals I am 
going to do the following: 

i will not accept work that is illegible and/or poorly or hurriedly done. 

Cheating in any form wilt not be tolerated and offenders will receive a zero for the 
assignment. If you loan someone your paper, you are saying copying is okay. The 
"lender" and the 4 1endee M will receive a zero, a disciplinary write-up and a note home. 

You can expect daily homework assignments as well as some long-term assignments. 
One long-term assignment is keeping a Reading Progress Log. You will be required to 
read at least 3 books per quarter and acquire 25 Accelerated Reader points(based on 
individual STAR results) per quarter. You will also need to read at least two selections 
from the 2009-10 Gateway Nominees(one is due near December and the other by the 
end of third quarter). Another long-term assignment is keeping an English notebook. 
You will be given time during class to begin assignments, If you have trouble or need 
help-ask questions. There is no such thing as a stupid question. If you arc having 
difficulty with your homework I am available for help before school (Em usually at 



Without knowing the force of words < it is impassible to know men, Confucius 



school by 7:30 a.m.), 

If you have an excused absence you may make up what you missed and receive Ml 
credit You are responsible for obtaining the assignments you missed and getting them 
turned in on time. Work not submitted during the allotted time frame will receive a zero. 
If absent on the day of a test you will take the test upon your return. Any long-term 
assignments will be due upon return as well Make sure you understand\vhaf is 
demanded of you when you miss class for an athletic/scholastic contest or field trip. 

Grading: 

Grades are calculated at the end of each quarter by totaling the number of points earned 

by each student and then by dividing by the total points possible. Letter grades are 
assigned according to the following scale; 

A 96-100 B 83-86 C 73-76 D 61-66 

A- 90-95 B- 80-82 C- 70-72 D- 60-62 

B+ 87-89 C+ 77-79 D 4-67-69 F 59-0 

All tests and assignments will be calculated according to the above grading scale. A 
small percentage of your grade will be based on citizenship/paHicipation in class. 
Semester grades will be figured by averaging the percentage grades from each quarter. 

You will be given 3 "drops" per semester. These may be used in place of a "daily" 
homework assignment. The drop must be used at the time the assignment is 
submitted. The drop is entered in the grade book as "exempt* YU will not count 
for/against your grade), 

1 intend to send grade reports home every 3 weeks that you can share with your parents. 
These are to be signed and returned the following day for a homework grade, These 
reports should help head off possible ^wou id-be deficiencies^ It is very important that 
you take personal responsibility for your education and ask for help if you need it, I give 
very little extra credit i do not accept late work. 

Grade Sheets: Grade sheets will be issued on these dates, 

September 8th, October 1* , November 10 \ December 8* January 26* February 18 I 
April 6* April 29* 

Classroom materials; (2) 70 page spiral notebooks, 3 ring linglish binder, 
dictionary/thesaurus (home) 2 folders with brads 



Audience Etiquette: 

AH will be expected to follow Audience Etiquette. Your failure to abide by 
these guidelines will result in your receiving a zero(O) for your presentation. If 
you receive a zero for not following AE, you will have one chance to make up 



Wiihout knowing the force of worth, it is impossible to know men, -Confucius 



that grade at my convenience. However, the highest grade you wiil be allowed 
for a perfect performance is the score of eighty percent. 

*Pay attention to all performances; watch and listen. 
*5tay quiet, absolutely no talking. 

* Never make fun of another person's performance. 

* Refrain from shouting comments to or intentionally distracting the actor during 
his performance. 

* Avoid practicing during other performances. 

* Applaud every presentation. 

* Never get out of your seat, move around the room, or distract the teacher 
during a performance. 

*The teacher-director is the one to offer suggestions or critiques after final 
performances. During class you may be asked to provide peer evaluations to 
enhance the final presentations. Please refrain from making negative remarks to 
your classmates after they have completed a final performance. 

The following are textbooks/novels thai may be used in English II this year, 
Texts: Writer's Choice: Composition and Grammar Macmillan/McGraw I h! j 

The Language of Literature McDougal Liltel 

To Kill a Mockingbird ' Harper Lee 

Luna Julie Anne Peters 

Winter's Bone Daniel Woodrell 

Godless Pete Ilautman 

Elsewhere Gahrielle Zevin 

Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood Marjane Satrap i 
Films: 7b Kill a Mockingbird 
Julius Caesar 
Shakespeare in Love 
Mulan (clip) 
Transameriea (clip) 
Persepolis 



This course policy will also serve as a permission form for films, documentaries, speeches and 
television clips, novels, etc, shown in c\m during the school year. If your p3rent{s)/guardian(s) 
would like to sign individual permission forms per viewing, please indicate on the sign-off sheet 
attached. 



Eii^lisli ill Polio Statement - 20(19-2010 
Kim Ctom Jasper 417-276-8806 c>... 429 Jc^per^mckion U2.n,«u,s 

Cmase fVsvripiion- 

V.v^kU 111 is destened u> help siudenrs improve cononimicaiioi. skill, !iv] u d-a<> K-adnu- wiiiir:- 
speaUu;;, JiMi'fuii!-. olr.emn-. usin,- dmicrti.c iikmij and ifijjr.J,*n f : Aenvri, - m d,e,ia<, ao- dae-kd 
Juwaal all are;e: ol communication with special anph^n on she tcadaa- Jit • wr«fhi<- r , K ..." 

ihmi.mi... We u-ill du much tvzthny. vvniibt- and d\cu-m r a. v.e look ai An.rnean drc.aa^ and \w,-m,u 
voices paM and P ie.,eol. and Low o»j uklnidual d;earir* arid \.-u fn mio she Am.-rican culnac 

Texts and. Videos 

'{twJjmrmy<'i}L± iferaluar AimTican Literature. I^YiXHTidCrnioj^ | fl .. < ■„,.;,,, , 

f" M,cc a: - l( -^t,*r. LLiyn Fs .ijixJjiJnejliMLdS j . IJu-Adv .- f( u .^.f Hu.-kivm I im- Ynj.' i v -V| if.- 
UU- of FKdcinT lio.JiTla^.NjcI-,'! jvljjijurd. Spy.or, Rr.; r Antral v. On; "i, A -.-» ii u J!- wi'l • M\™ 
Hor.eumiKiiM ihev killed Ai> Father. Amacui I'm.-, i >•,.»„- u r , ,eir\ e. erp> :.on. t -u 
texts. lafenitiae circle-- hook choices van-. Video exeeip;s (iLMicv aadJvF- i auriJT- C'.-n .•.].•!.• 
<> ideov I J Jaw a I ) JX3 m. I V-idTi*^ Socie ty ~ " * 

Re quired MakxkF ; 

nag_ bmdei. 5 divider tabs .< biad ioldcis. ruled papa. pcm/pcn.aK h-did.^ index 
Hass drive 

< 'uurse R Aju»rr>ii-ij!v 

This course en.pha.d/e< readim-, v,rp.mv : Unnkiuv and c.a- disai.^iou. You vLouId < ,>pic !o c I.,-. * f -»wii. 
read any as^niuem <ihet, and he picpared to discus ii. Your oral participation. t*l u ,. sraicl-rd I , -dedt \ 
especialh iUipeHani. in addition, you are expecird to road b.» ( ,k< on vour ov.a thioael,om th> v~, '"s-J-" 
Vv rilim: is ar lf .,p, ;rt aiit eompoaem „i tin- cl.^, ynj are expeei, d f,» I ; « ; P up w lh- * ,u,n<. ^ ,,i 
wnuni.- f);oi'c:ss, * ' 

Wiinefi .eM. sl . t . rare. ;tlihou t .lj not unheard t ,f. and ; - oi.tlly Jocu. vocah»ia ; v liumx icnn, a.ui,..- 
:md xvor :s. and od,» r general kranviedee ilesm. I'Vojeek aic a major pari of ,J„s ela^s. Sometnrn-. v,i xv-:f 
vvc>ik iiKJivKkUly; «oruenm^ >ou v.ill wo,k in «r.a:p ; .. Pn^ at, a-d,a^l urJi in .dxai.ee aud^i r '• 
ad\ii,ed so use your ihne vvisel\ in order to suhnut ihem t-ii tin.,-. 

PlapianSnalnfrlleelna] Theft : 

If you tarn in someone cks work as your out. or ciosely pau^laa.e die w,uk o) anodrr v. hjc f.-i 
Ht.a-ier,, ) ano pre.se.n u as >V o UJ own wiihou, source eilariou. you wdl receive no eredit lor ihat a^vwem 
t onuuued plagia.is,,, may lead to huhuc m the com*;. Ttkme .xeetr.: oil th, IricnuM ami usm- ihVn. A ." 
yuur own iv plagiansin. Y<ai must pre aedil lo other,. l\u theii idea:-- and quotation, 

The school's pulicy v>n cheat int: or pJa«>iansm f(>i!ow f ,: 

♦Fira orienv Student win n-eeivr a ?<ao on t\wk M.ni:Pi:v<: r.ad'or rec ne del, -j M1J . S-utrd ix 

Sehoul. m-si-hodl suspension and doeumentation in the students diseiiduia-v ^vo,e 
•Secom! oljcnsc: -Student will reeehv a zero uu woik .nluniued and uxdve I-lOd^, oi-f-oi-sdiool 
suspension. *" 

•Third offciKse- Siudenr will a-eeixe a zero on wo.k suhaaiteJ ^d reee'x e 5- ID da^ , oat v:-*chv«4 
suspension. 



av . if . IJinKllN - 1ld |i3( , ircb: vrJjCI<e| , m; jH , w 
l« "f-- ^ tlicv .«<. suhmmcJ ,r„o !ir- t om^oinlmr cl^s f„,\ W k Sou <f )•.' , I I - * 

™ ! y - «<» - -r- <«>«; *^!;^z::z:^: 

N<< IMC rajx-i,--, an. aur r u:d f,r *1ail> v,,»rk Ute pro,, ch and v. niw •< m .,„,„..„ <„••,•• 
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nrfu 10 niuin an> wo,] dvni.d IlfljJi!jsfjC(UO a Irv ,; st . ! _, ^ " " lL fJ ' lk,! 1,1 1 

.^4-r.n..-i.i ,i ,,,, t ,i , t . Ul - >1 , J , l , I |., n .n.s r ,n .hi- !,;,,„,, r „ K , , . „ ' /V \ , • 

c-m..« im n,, !; ,n: ( ,rH « pm „ », ttl , du , {wKI; ,. , W:JJ f! , * 77 '' i ~ 

,„ ,„ , r , pJ r „.. h „ „ ; b ; ; , - ■■■ ; _ »* »•- ■'■• -• 

a ^-'*>™»« vo,,,,,,,,,!,,^). r ,«:d J «, w ., ( ;,;: 1 ;; 1 .;, |,J ''' , ' : :ua, ;' ,, - , -"- ii ' 

<>; ; t;^^ 

Ii ycu need hH r . „. r nm; r-., ul.e .ju^r, ,,. ? h, ; T „ > ,.-...„ v . 

I am available lb, cc,Uc-,ci,cs by an^ntmcn:. You also nay c . i:i;ui ,r.c at am i:, fJ , 

]< Sht»w up on time. 
2. Bo prepared. 

Br pmscju and positive, 
■i. Show icspeci 
r>. Listen. 



Gi;jtiin : 



Quarter ; ;rack~, ,m vukvUcd by fv^u^v »>,.,„ ;,,!,! , ..j.™ <i V, {1 - n , <, , H r ■ 
wnfi fiie »wo qmncrf hntvr n r MaJ points, wL, hrv.r ,. hj.-f,... j, , n L,. • ' ' 

96 " 100 A(NoA+s aivdven) 

^7_^u jj + Jl :i " b^Wline ai fhcjuatier 

W H2 ^ vaKuti auiiunV. v/illinonev* lo v. oik 

77 7s | , ( dr y f ^miiiuaj inipiovemefii dually 



73 ;6 ( ; ' w;u *-MJjf in Uic hjglu:- wade. 

63-6fi j) 

N.uc ?he three- \u\k r-rad.* * hcd date*. O n ih^ J r*< **r f ^,r - 

I .nbor I >a> ~ no classes, Sep: 7 

Three ^eek grade cheek, SepL 9 

Blad; Walnut VcttivJ no classes. Sept. 2'< 

Three-week grade cheek, Oct 5 

HrM quarter endb, Oct. 14 

Kirent con[ticnve> t4-7 pail), ( )e; 20 

Parem conferences (d-7 pair. OcL ?2 

No classes. Ocl 2** 

T)iree~»eek grade cluck, Nuv, 9 
Tlmnk<dvkp b;eak - no daises. N.n. 25-29 
rh ree-wwk grade cheek, f hx\ 7 
Virsi semvsier ends, Dec. IX 
Semester break. f\v, J I -Jan. 3 
Second senr ^ler begins, Jan I 

I hrce-week orade died;, Jail. 27 ' * u r< <mJ Ai,f " r * 

P^sadem. Day break no dasso (5nou dnv j-Vb p | * 
I hree-week grade check, Feh. 22 
Third quarter ends, March 1 1 
Bienk - no classes, March 12 15 
Three-week K*"ade check. April 7 
Break no classes (muw da\ 6 ). Aj^ril 2-5 
Threeneek grade check, May 3 
No early release, May 19 

Second semester ends. May 21 (early release 1 1 :M aan.i 

J haw read thresh ^nj undctsjiuM The Fi^sh in pul K y aml^r^iiy, scaJs;: 
Siudenr {uinied name and sknanirc/daie ^ 
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English 110 Writing I 
Adapted from Dr. Ken Gdhm 
Director of Composition in I he MSU English Department 

him Onsm Jasper • Ijasjvri'.Mov kto'i 1 i? n^.r^ « A 17.776 -1537 

Required Texts: 

Scrmv anJ Wufim; 2. McOuade and McQuade. Bedford/St Martina 200 A ISBN 31? 4(n()<ll 
1 /Vi Say I AVn Graf J and Birfcensteiri. \Y W Norton A- Co. ?00o ISBN I 3. ^/s (r 30^ 9?40 f > I 
A H>/// / "a Rvh wna . >tlt <J. Hacker. Bedford/M, ManinX ?iKR ISBN 1 (I /U2 <112o7 7 

Necessary Materials: 

A separate notebook (brad folder) your Wi iters Notebook 
A number oi 2-pocket folders 

Computer access. wokJ proect>shif software, printer flashdrive 
C "ourse Ih-script ion ; 

* Critical reading and \s riciu- skill* applicable! to writinp within and beyond the college communm . 

Emphasis on composition processes, a rim menial ion of diver* • issues," and collaborative learning ' such a< 
peei review , 

Course Goals: 

! . Develop a rhetorical im de rsi and in," of writing ineJudins how purpose, audicm c, the rhetoru a] siiuanon. 



voice, tone, and eenrc conventions affect writin? ehuk 



2. Develop a fuller understanding of the student"* own wrilinr process, pr.tciicinn a rnnse of Mr jieeje* far 
composing, duift'mz* and revision, 

3. Develop critical reading and writing skills, including writing as a mode of learning and active tc^lmiy. 
where scholar ]> annotation and written reading responses amplify die icadim: process. Students v, d) also 
team to ^ ofhesize ^nircvd material with their own argument and understnndhow the concepts of 
audience and awhoriry interact will* this piocess. ' 

4. Develop knowledge of writing conventions, including common forms of aeadcjnk writing. Students will 
practice appropriate mcim^ o! documenting their research usinp a style such a% VI] A. and aK* control 
surface features such as syntax, punctuation, and spelling, 

X increase the unity, coherence, eolk-siveness. and clarity of student writing Through editing ior 

effectiveness in global and paragraph organization, sentence tiruamv. word choice, and stvle Students 
will also learn the difference between edit inn and revision hy milizinf both processes in their writing , 

Understand the ethics of academic writing, which includes avoiding racist, sexist, or otherwise dero«Mnrv 
language Students will also learn the noons of academic honesty and die consequences <if plagiarism. * 

Develop skills in conducting ami evaluating research in order to support and inform their own writing 
Students wdf practice using resources such as libraries, research databases, and the Internet, Tlicv will 
also fam diarize themselves with the eonventions o(M!A documentation 

Course Grades: 

* Portfolio, 50 percent 
Other work, 50 percent 

Participation (attendance, not being prepared, not having read the assignments, not havina coursework x*hei 
is due, not paying attention, dome work for other courses, poofin» off, etc. all affect the participation ^ade* 
hssay Drafts and Peej ReviewsA\ J orkshoppin^ 

Write? 7s Notebook, Journals. Homework, Reading (mcludinc some AR) 



6. 



7. 



n n 



ihmrtwiLnvirtmmmtt 

English J If) is a highly parucipalon, course. Much of the Jeaniiii.s. is collaborate. You uiH he expect! to 
interact Willi each other rendm* and rommcming upon vow fellow students* wiiiin^ hdpiih. your classm ues 
develop and express ideas. Individual writing and research, small poup aeuvin , eniical readme and div uvaon 
arc at the comer of Km^jsh I 1 0. 

Course* Work: 

The portfolio came* the palest weight in >oui course prade. The ponM K , i< a cohecuon ofwoiL voy'u' done 
uurmj» the semester imo nlueed hy a reflecih c sunvmcm 

Drafts of your papers will he peer revieurd in class. From these commn.ts, vou will icvi'm; and rum in f >ai ^ 
I Jie.se papers will he further revised for your portfolio. " 

Feci review is iutepial to the 1 10 vxpvticna . \\>c only doc v it Uain your cno,ai leading :4 ilK, u < vnes \ou j 
chance to see how your classmates approached and executed die projects 

The Writer's Notebook is a place you can clarify vow ideas, paduc prewiitiu>\ and ash qur.ijons ol die u-w* 
ami of yourself A good notebook imiminates youi interaction wiih texts. The rtofebou^ is a plare fo expWr 
what you know, what you don't know, and how you think and learn 

Project 1: Simple Object essay 
Prajeet2i Satire 

Projec? 3; Fop Culture or Edueaci on essav 
I'toject 4: lifter about Literature 
Project 5; Source-based short paper 
Piojeel 6: Annotated bihlioiuaphy 
Project 7; Research project 
Project 8: TRA 



J he above projects are subject lo chance, as is the order 



assumed 



Academic Dishonesty.- 

Missouri State University is a commnmtv of scholars committed to dc, eloping educated persons who 
swept the responsilMlity to practice personal and academic integrity. You are responsible for knowin* and 
following the university's student honor code, Student Academic Integrity I'olk irs ami Procedure, available 
at www.»nsso»nstate.cdii/as^ alw ;m ,jj ;mJc aj thl . 

Reserves Desk m Meyer Library . 

hnpmpci o< omitted citation missing a citation he.eoi there is not a, senuns as omri-h, chcat.nr ll.mcu- a 
penalty ot the reduction of the project by one letter grade will be assessed. 

Intentional pla f iariwn-cobblin- toother an essay out ofun-cited sources, buvim- or Mealm- an csmv • • - 
grounds for asstf.nm? a fnilinr grade to the project Instances of intentional plagiarism uiil Ik- reported to ibe 
Academic- Integrity Council More than one instance of intentional placiarisnfmav result in an F or \F fo, the 

course. * ......... " 

Statement of Disability Accommodation: 

° ac ?, d f mic accommodations foi a disahi hi y. contact the Direct™ of Disahd.tv Sen ices Dastn Stu lent 

L»c,n, Sune 405 ,417) 836-4102 or (417, *36 6792 (YYY , www.m.^ounstatc.eduAiabihtv: Smdem s an 
rcqun-ed tc .provide documentation of disability to Disability Services prior to reed vine accommodations 
t nsahiitts Semces rders some types of accommodation requests to the I camim- I >ia?nostie Clinic % Inch iko 
provides, d.aposuc testinr for ieanmi<i and psychoknncal disabilities. For information about testing cont.,-t the 
f hrecun ot the Leamm? Diagnostic Clime ,417; 83fi 47h7. htt f /^chofo^ m ,^mKt,.e ' 

Statement of Non-Discrimination: 

Missouri State University is an equal opponunits/affimia.ive action institution, and maintains a rrievauce 
procedure available to any person who believes he or .she has been discriminated a f ainM At all times, it is 



vour 



n|Mt in addrcsMtHjuir.es n, concvn^ about possible discrimination to flu- Oflk,- lor Fxmm and 1 »,vmi's P H 
LutUal ofh.e Binldmf, 1 J7 Pari ( cnirai Squau, Suite IM.,4!:^ M,-42*? Othc, n .oik c.i.s n / 
concerns- oi an acaclenuc nature) .should be discussed direcih \mU» your instructor and can al*. be brought n, nV 
attention of jour mstmcHn, Department Head. Please x isit the OI:I) uebsiie at * u w j:iIr „', :| '. Jm; . , 

Dropping a Class: 

It is y.-ui rcspon-dbihry to understand the university's p.o.odure for dto PJ> i„ ; , a J a ,s. If s „u sn, r attendmo tins 
dasv b u do not ,oll,m proper procedure to, d.uppmj. the class. >ou v, ill ,nm C:i failine ;>,ade and * dl aboiv 
fmancialh obligated lo pay for the class, l or miurmation about dropping a ches ot v.uhlumh^ Iron, tin- 
jnneiMiy eoina.t thr Office oi , tK ke^-ann at *,<».- WO Ou. 2'* ,:, the last dax to chop v.u.oui rra.fc per- du 
Dee. 5 is the last day io drop loi the semester. " ; 1 - 

Classroom IltiquetU-: 

The course instructor has oni-mai jurisdict.on ovei his/her class arid mav Jem a student mho is „,h1.,Iv disr.mmv 
he right to attend the class. Students are expected to master the eout.-e content m compliant- v.jth the" sviiahm of 
the course instructor. I he student is expected to comply v.ith all reasonable directives of the„.u,s r „>,,",, 
1 he course instructor may have a student administratively withdrawn Ironi a course upon showing of o lX ,j t 
and wnh lite curKUnenee of the department bead 'Jht a PP eaK r mces, in case o: su< h'admmisrraim unbd.au.l 
snail be as stated in the academic re.eulations under "Grade Rc-evaluaiion Based on Performance." 

Cell Phone J'oiicy Um MSI ' earn pits ) 

As a member of die teaming comnwmtj . each student has a responsibility f» other students who a.e membra of 
die conmuimty. \\ hen cell phones or pai-as rin,: and students respond in class or leave class n, resrx-nd i, ' ' 
disropts the class. Therefore, the Office of the P.ovos, prohibits the use bv students of cell phones n Wr , P|, A . 
or smular communication devices during scheduled classes. All *uch dev ices must be turncil oil or put'h, 'a mI™ 
(vibrate! mode and ordinarily should nut he taken out dunne class, (in en the iact dm! thes, same commumcat^. 
devices are an mtegral part of the i fnh ctsits "s emergency notification system, an exception io this P ,U,v w „»|.-» 
occur when numerous devices activate simultaneously. When this occurs, students mav consul, their dt-xW to 
dctenmne it a utuversm emergency exists. It that ts not the ease, the devices should be immcdiatelv return d ,„ 
,Ucni mode and put away. < >thet exceptions to this police may be panted at the discretion oi the it.m.n,.. ' 



ColJcyr Ly\vAvJ\ ~~ Week of Jan, 

Morula), Jan 2> 

*Lp;sndK- \vrilm;> assipmiirni 

*'j I re discussion 
*Foiir> iissijjn.Micn? discussion 
f ui'sdrn, J nu '?,() 

♦Oh^rvaiion paper exainplL\s'di>aihsinn ^ _ : ; 

Y\ ednesdoy. Jan. 27 

AVniivv work 
J hnrsda>. Jan. 2& 

•Four noam due (ratchphrase. wjint ihe J'nnus. inmTirL qae>?ion («? 

•I p3M»dir uiitin^ duo. 

Friday, Jan. 2*/ 

•Poury acmin (hall&d) 
Monday. Feb. 1 • Ohservaiion Dav 



/■ 



College Pn-iish - Week of beb. F 

Monday. Feb. 1 

•Observation Day 

1 uesdav f ; ek ? fCiioimdhor, Dav) 

•Observation notes clue < Lt s ;s us^ p*n 
hour (catch up from Fiiday (ballad^ i 
♦Lxpei imental poeti> 
Wednesday, J eh. 3 

•TTTr finished 
* V id nam ~t eport 5/"* 
•^Balkid of the Landbid" 
Thursday. Feb, 4 (Group pjctuie Da) I 

•Work on ballads experimental poems 
•Work on observation piece (due ! eh. Kb 
•Loot fo: poems *a?l u*i»r}, foi analysi . 
hiday, Feb, 5 

•Catch up 

♦My Turn essay examples 

Upeoniini! Due Dales: 
Feb. 10; Observation pieee 
beb. J 8: Poetry due 
Feb. 24: Poetry? Art Analysis 
Mareh 3: My Turn essays 



i i»lln»t }~nriish - Wixl of! vl\ 

M^!iJ;i\. Feb 8 

•f*h,ish \ ici j K*p.»it {! ivh Jjoui i 

*'! f 7t* (Quaker Ki/.nhnr 

*'VTlf L iv\\u>u* lot r»jMUsM\»h 

•] AD'WiloJ- sdinLn^jjp opponunitk- ' 

. . •"HalkiJ ol the La!idJo;%r' : 

♦Sfjny Niph: 

•My Turn o\:irnpI^- 

I cur^ii^v, | er ] I / 
I rui..\. 1 ct\ 12 (No dav*\-> 

l^vcjiiiii:' Due Dnkw 

I I 0: Oh^j vaiion piece 

f~el;\ 1 S: Voe\r\ due 1 ' ■ 

f e!v 24: Poeiry/An Analyst 
Maieh x M\ 'him ossn\s 



Coik-fe Lndr.h - Wed" f»f March L 

•LAD/My 1 ton woil. 

♦Accepi hloy mwU\u*:\ and je.sjMml 
•Aulhdoi'% \\o?i; 

♦Cnn^nuc woiL ojj pnpej;, due Ihinsdnv 

Wednesday. Matvj] 3 

* Nan it c 1 as; > a r j tf j i » J % k*i e, > ' a ss * < * l eo \ e rs 

1 luii^clnv March 4 

•LAI > M\ J uni dur 

* An-iKjJonR.s due 

•(aidiup w^rlJL AJ) entries ; ~ 

•WHoi- schol^jslup uork ' '* ' 

VIo^K, M.jrrh & 

•Respond on b!(V { (?S poni!,>) 
*I Am Lrojn pociu 

1 uosday, M:>ich u 

•LarJy rdej^.c 

* Writers Hail of} amc sdi^\ir>hip paAd due 

\Vednesd<iy s Mardi, 1 

* Attend all day 

'Milk Musiadie contest di-adlino 

Thursday, \U\ch 1 i 

*l ; iiush I Am Poems, il neeessarv 
•Rda.\ 

1 ndd\ s Maichj: 
•No classes 

Momln\ Maidj J5 
•No daises 



CohV;*e hhirn^h - Wed. ut Mvch j/^IQ 

•Madvih Aci i (lilni vision > h>oi 
i ndkn. Minvh^J 



( nlj^c hn^lislf - Wed' of M-ifdj :!/-26 

MoikLjv, M;iicJ? ,?? 

•Subiex! slJis 

*Ai i I Scone 1 on vitii o 

Ji« hit catch up on iv^ons lo Mll/pi«>i t«i 

♦Bryin Ai i II 
V. iliniltidJi , Mutiny Rn 

*h't ml K}«jj>! 

Thursday M;m*h 

•Fim<h An Il'Snm An III 
1 fi <!{!%_. No*, 2tt 

Vwi III 

• I -'wish Nurhi 



College hnvh-h Week of Ap?il 6-9 
Cdehratiuf National Poettv Month will r. Poem a fbj ! 

Kimvlw Apn!_> 
**\.» dassc 
viVj^ April c» 

•Sivit: in mi vn | L on freshman jndrv 

*(Jnv/ on Xiyhr 

•Seslma 

♦Macbeth 'In ihc 7 line of ... 
V.Vtinrsdh\. ...April 7 
•Mek-ipoetrv 

*I}^ee^doi> ofNsyhi: v.* it-nnv/Jit (duv M«hiJ:.\. \p?:i K*j 
T-hyi>ili!l,.Apii]J< 

•K> Minuv Maebcih 
*l est R-vicru 
I Ncv er S;iu AimihtT Hu:ieri]\ " 




rriijav. April <> 

* I Ik- 1 ni-cuH of'laldiu; a Macbeth 1 t-;i 
•Catch up; reading 

lipronrinp 1 1 en is: 

A/e/// assiennjeo! due, ApriJ 3 2 

Sesiina due. April \4 
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The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
by Sherman Alexic 



Katie Peyton 
Introduction 

The Absolutely Irue Diary of a Part-Time Indian (2007) by Sherman Alexic is a moving 
and reliable book tor young adults, it is the story of Junior, a hard luck teenager who ' 
lives on the Spokane Indian Reservation and makes the decision to attend the more 
alHucm h.gh school in the farm community ofRcardan. Arnold -Junior" Spirit teaches us 
lessons about courage and the strength it takes to succeed whet) so mam are roothm Jbr 
you to fail. 

_ 1 he novel deals with the issues itnohed when a Native American attends an all 
white school. According to The Statistical Abstracts of the United Slates (United States 
1 ens , ,,s Hurca , u ' 2f)t)4) ' American Indians are the lowest percentage in all categories of" 
metal groups holding Associate's. Bachelor's, Master's. Doctor's, and First Professional 
Degrees In 2005. 1.2% of those holding an Associate's Degree were American Indian. 
0. / m> hi the Bachelor's Degree category, 0.6 Master's. 0.5 Doctor's, and 0.6 first 
Professional. At the same time, the percentage of those holdinu those degrees 
respectively, thai were white were 68%. 72%. 66%. 57% and 72%. Such a large disparih 
m the numbers is evidence to the need for higher education for American Indians 
Junior's struggle at Keardan speaks to this troubling statistic. 

1 he 2007 National Book Award winner for Young People's I iterature in the 
United Slates is an inspiring masterpiece about maintaining a balance between where 
you ve come from and where you're going. Junior must deal with three deaths and a 
soap-opera-like basketball season during the course of the novel, which aho was hailed 
as a Best Book by Horn Book Fanfare (2007,. Kirkus Book Review Stars p007) 
Publishers W eekly Best Children's Books (2007). and School Library Journal Book 
hevme Stars (2007). Parents will praise the novel for the outstanding lessons it will teach 

f ^ ShOWn hy i<?S rcee P li " n t'Hbe Natural Parenting Publications Award 
(-00/). In February of 2008, it was nominated for the 2008 Los Armeies Times Book 
Prize m Young Adult Fiction. Additionally. The Absolutely TrueDiarvofa Part-Time 
Indian won these awards: " " " 

• 2008 Book Sense Book of the Year Children's j .iterature 1 Jonor Book 

• 2008 Pacific Northwest Book Award 

• 2008 American Indian Library Association American Indian Youth Literature 
Award 

• Tfh Ne »' York Times Notable Children's Books of 2.007 

• Los Angeles Times Favorite Children's Books of 2007 

• Anw.on.com Best Books of 2007 

• Barnes & Noble 2007 Best for Teens 

• The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books Blue Ribbon Winner 
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Kansas Chyj?jar's Top 100 Books of the Year 

Literature for Today's Young Adults J lonor List 1980-2007 



Sherman Akxie is surely a weil-respeeted author* today. Mis first attempt af 
young adult literature was a success with The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Turn- 
Indian, Fre\ iousiv, AJexie has garnered the following awards: 

* 2007 Western literature Association Distinguished Achievement Award 

* 21)05 Pushcart Prize for poem "As ian Nights;* published in Dangerous 

Astronomy 

* 2003 Regents' Distinguished Alumnus Award, Washington State I miversin 

* 2iH) l PLN/Malamud Award from PHN/Faulkner Foundation 

* 2000 1 lonorary Degree from Seattle I hii versity 

* 1 999 f lonorary I >egree Iron) Columbia College. Chicago 
I 999 The New Yorker; 20 Writers for the 2 1 si. Century" 
1 998-2001 World I Icavy weight Poetry Champion 
1998 Tacoma Public Library Annual Literary Award 

1906/97 Florida International University Poetry Competition winner (Or inside 
Dachau; 1 published in The Summer of Black Widows 

|O0(> Crania Magazine: 1 \vent> Best American Novelists 1 Jnder die Am of 40 
l c ><>5 Chad Walsh Poetry Award 
1994 I ila Wa!lacc4ieaders Digest Writers' Award 

* 1994 W ashington State Cnhcrsity Distinguished Alumni Award 

* 1993 hniest ! lemingway Foundation Award Illation 

* l" 2 National Fndowmenl for the Arts Poetry Fellowship 

* 1 99 1 Washington Stale Arts Commission Poetry Fellowship 

(PVdlsT/?//r/xom) 

New York Times book reviewer Bruce Barcott (2007. November 1 L p. 39) praises 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian as Alexie's "...best work yet." The 
writing by Alexie and drawings b>' Mien Forney are wilts and moving. J he book eon 
become less like reading and more like listening to a friend's story. Junior is so like 
people everyone has known to struggle through something. Since the novel is supported 
by fourteen positive review's, it should be made available in all classroom libraries for 
young adults to read and experience because of its relation to their lives and literarv 
excellence, 



« 



« 

m 
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Plot Summary 

In his first book lor young adults, Sherman Alexie tells the storv (loosely based on his 
own childhood) of Arnold Spirit (or -Junior h lie lives on a Spokane Indian reservaiior 
with Ins alcoholic father and paranoid mother. After being born with too much cerebral 
fluid, he lives his life on the "re/~ w ith constant risk of seizure and other minor health 
problems. He's constantly picked on, his family has no money, and his best friend (a do 
gets shot when he is sick. Other than that, hc\s a normal reservation teen. 
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\\ ben Junior starts high school, he is most excited about m:ilh class, lie even 
says I have to admrt that isosceles triangles make me feel hormonal" {Alexie ">(K)7 » 
^) \\ hen he receives his textbook, he rushes to open it. only to find the name ofhis 
mother wntten on the inside cover. Appalled at the injustice of having a thins -year-old 
math book in has failing re/ school, he launches the hook toward the front of the room 
breaking the nose of his ancient geometry teacher. 

Instead of taking his anger out on Junior and suspending him from school Mr P 
gives Inn. a talk about life on the rez and encourages Junior to m out while he still em 
Inspired by this. Junior decides to transfer to the big, all-white, farm high school 
R cardan. 

Facing a tumult of rage from his Indian friends and neighbors. Junior makes the 
trek to h.s new. iancy high school, where the mascot is a racist characterization ofan 
ndian. However, since his family is poor and sometimes can't afford the gas he must 
hitchhike or even walk the ?2-n,ile commute. Although the while kids make fun ofbim a' 
first. Junior quickly makes a mime for himself He gets a beautiful, while, semi-girlfriend 
a nerdy best Inend. and scores a spot on the va.sifv basketball team with his shootin" 
prowess. ' c 

. Mca,, \ vhilc - !lLs older *'■*<■*'• «s jealous lhat Junior left the re/, and makes a hastv 
marriage to a Montana Indian and moves to his trailer. I lis old reservation friends ' ' 
(meludmg h.s tasty, ex-best friend. Rowdy) earn the number one ranking in the stale for 
their small school basketball team. Junior must also come to terms with the trapie and 
accidental deaths oi his grandmother (killed b> a drunk driver) and family friend J uoene 
(win, was shot lighting over the last sip of wine in a bottle). " " ^ 

I lowever. he manages to get into the swing of things at school. I le learns to 
balance the halves oJ himself lhat are white and Indian bv plavim; on the basketball team 
being the star of the Winter formal dance, and drawing manycartoons (illustrated bv 
t lien homey) to escape from the stress ofhis education. 

, , A ma - m truing point in the book conies when his basketball team must piav in 
the championship against his old reservation school and Junior is the catalyst for their 
v.ctory. He is jubilant until he realizes that the reservation kids have probablv worked 
harder than he has. I hey probably haven't eaten all dav and lune alcol,olic and dru<- 
addicted parents. Junior gets sick in the bathroom. fc 

Then he finds out his sister has died. She passed out in her trailer alter a parte and 
died u, a tire caused by a hotplate. He is picked up at school by his father and driven back 
to the rez lor the third f uneral thai year. 

After (he funeral and the end of the school year. Alexie masterfully brines Rowdv 
and Junior back together at the small basketball hoop on the rev. Junior invites him to " 
come to kcardau next year, but Rowdy knows he will not succeed there. Junior conies to 
he realization that he will not be happy unless he lues off the rez so he must stav at ' 
keardan. Although they won't be together forever, they know they will still be triends. 

Literary Qualities and Summary of Reviews 

According to Dorothy Pctht's ( 1961) criteria forjudging a work of fiction as a lileran- 
work, explained m her dissertation. The Absolutely True Diary of a Pan-Time M/ianU 
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Sherman Alcxie qualifies as a literary work. Because of this qualification, (he novel is 
worthy of inclusion in school classrooms and libraries. 

Hr stly. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian is a novel of substantial 
length. 1 his length of the book provides ample time foi chani-e in the storv Junior starts 
om as dependent of the re/ for his livelihood and relations, hit ends as being free from 
their control. I he structure of the book, prose w ith cartoons, protects and does not take 
away from what Pctm calls its -vital qualities- (1<)6I. p. 1 ?N). In fact, the art is one of , In- 
most vital qualities of the book, and perfectly compliments the writinc Additionally the 
work is an invented slorv, although loosely based on Alexias childhood on the Spokane 
Indian Reservation. The drawings by lillen forney are also what make this novel 
particularly unique and set it apart from others in its genre. Values in the novel are 
communicated well. Junior learns to listen to his heart and to do what is best for himself. 

Next, the novel is definitely a unified work because all aspects work together to 
present the message. The plot, the writing stvle, the drawhms. the characterization and 
the dialogue all present the story of Arnold Spirit. The totality of the novel is also 
achieved through alternatives. 1 he leader is constantly thinkine about Arnold's option 
It would certainly have been an easier vear for him if he had slaved at Wellpinit 1 figh 
rather than transfer to Reardan. But through the possibility of this alternative we learn 
more about Arnold's life and his decision to leave the rez. At the end of the novel, when 
Junior makes his decision, he knows he will miss Howch and his family, but he must 
make the choice to leave. 

The theme of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian is a "facet of the 
general theme of all fiction the individual in society*' t Petit!. 1961 p ] X;, The book is 
about Junior and the trials he faces while navigating "socieh. He must learn to become 
himseli m the face of all the people and ideas working against him. While the theme is a 
part of a broader issue, it is unique because Junior is a unique character. Not much other 
fiction deals so artfully with life on an Indian reservation or with teens transferrin!- 
schools at such a difficult time. 1 he theme is skillfully developed by Sherman Alcxie 
because the main character. Arnold Spirit, speaks to a universalJrutb. that sou must find 
out who you really are and act on that discovery. Also, this theme can be understood N 
all members of our society because all of us have felt drawn in more than one place at " 
once or to become more than one thing. This mythic kinship is developed bv the witty 
wnfmg of Alcxie and the creative drawings b> Forney. The theme is also developed ' 
rhythmically by Alcxie and 1 orncy because of the repetitions of characters (alcoholic 
Indians), characterization of Junior (his disbelief that life can be so unfair at the rez) and 
the action (the commute to Rcardon every morning and afternoon). 

The plot of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian links the inner and 
outer experiences (p. 129} of Arnold. While transferring schools, making friends (here 
and joining (he basketball team, he must deal with external obstacle*, such as the weather 
and his poverty; and the internal obstacle of dealing with both halves of himself. 1 he 
many events of the plot reveal the characters' personalities and thoughts (p ] 1U) for 
example, when Junior decides to transfer schools, this causes his older sister to mam an 
Indian from Montana and move into his trailer. Around that time, his best friend punches 
him m the face. Both of these reactions show that the people around Arnold are not to 
happy about his transferring to Reardan. At the same time, the characters domt dimply 
respond to the events in the plot, they create them fp. 130). Junior decides to switch ' 
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schools, and l,c decides to go out for the basketball team. foreshadowing is also mceni 

th,S ^ -^f'lhe^s to make it cohere,, (p. ,30), When Junior n2e if ee ^ 
20("; p. 47^ 1 " gUfe lh °* m> ' * ,Uw l " bal to tonure ^iSX. 

1 he point of view of the novel is first person. Arnold's point of view, 1 hrotmhout 
he novel Arnolds speaks *hc oction fo us. referring to himself as "I," This is ma de de- 

" ^r S ' ?T 8 T nVi,,C, " g Ch0kT " «*■ Ac additions" , t 

cartoons, winch are also from Junior's point of view. Since Alexie has chosen first 
person he must achieve -unity, immediacy, and significance while compensating for i 
hmncd authonty (IVutt. 1%L p. 130k He succeeds in doinc so bv mcludin- 

;;;"™tS :llly ? hou, ,f mlier characters - We find ow his ^ ^ «^ 

th y act tin wa> they do and he gives us insight to the rez. He also makes messes about 
why lungs happen the way they happen. He understands why the hu,e football pla e 
Reardan back down after Junior lands a punch on one of , hem t Alexk 2007 p 
Arnold, the smglc person telling the story, is a believable individual. He has liars" hopes 

l he st characteristics make him a believable teenage boy 

v h , f h ;l m i' !d | '; Ji,ni °r" ^ pir : Us a very ^eloped character. We learn about him first bv 
vvhat he looks like and what Ins ailments are. We find out more when he tells us .hunt " 

S m"! s w,i r hc ;r T ugh ,he picu,rcs ,,e d — ^ ;t 

f. " r " 1 1 S ^ Slar0, ,,H - bnske,MI l — ^ ^' avel > ^ees the winter 

loin,,, at i s s hoo ueanng an ancient sun. and he drudges lirelesslv to school even- d -n 
he s able. We find h.m tenacious, funny, and observant. Junior is so well-developed tin 
wc n ( , w he exists independent^ of the pfot. Kven before the timeline of he M v b<S s 
ve now he s led an interesting life on the rez in which he's been ridiculed and beaten ' 
up. Jk s per^nercd througl) that, so wc know he can make it through unvihin" 

book iv t ™T ; ,,m,e ! y k ' 10W " fU,Ure ° ) hi - S dmr - ™* * P^.allv because the 

1 n " th" VT ° W " h C> S ° f T kn ° WS Jimi0r is M »» -hen he's thinkmo 
Th Is H r i 7T T kH<nV VV,1C,C JllI,i<,r lrilvds a « d «»«« he .rows up to be " 

i ,s «s m iKhfied m the last chapter, when Junior discusses his plans with Rowdv, who' 
m> 1 always knew > „u were going to leave. I always knew vou were. «oin» to leave us 
bdrmd and travel the world" (2007, p. 229). We know that Junior will have suc^n hts 

... '!\ C dia 'f Uc in 7/ »' -^«>/we-/y 7h,e /W o/„ /W7y,„e Indian is mostlv 

eserved or culminating scenes" (Petitt. 1961, p. 20). Junior mostlv narrates what he's 
tlunkmg about or what's going on at Reardan throughout the book, iamelv aided iw he 
cartoons. When something pivotal in the novel happens, there's dialog J h ^l 
scene discussed above between Ro*d } and Junior. Since dialog is so^re .timpclt m, 
o the reader when if happens. When Junior's father comes to pick him up from seho 
after Ins s.sterdies. they have one of their only conversations in the book If b ,1, 
and love and the /mure and is one of the most meaningful conversations- he" 



ever have. 



a wortlw nnvt. thCSC Cn,t ' ria i makc Thc Ah *<> h ^y Tmc Diary of a Pan-Tune huln 
a worthy novel, many reviewers have added their praise. 
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In The Horn Book (iuide. Roger Sutton (2007, September October) recommends 
7 he Absolutely True Diary of a Pan-Time Indian, explaining thai Junior is a witty and 
brave teenager and thai Alcxie's writing is a wonderful combination ofeomeds dramatic 
monologue, and verse. The bicuttural aspects of Junior's slorv and his cartoons will draw 
young adults to the novel, {p. 563-564) 

In an article in Print Ma^ Jatm Attenberg (2007. p. 1 6} sheds \wh\ on the w orkinp 
relationship between Alexie and bomey. She hiphh recommends Ihe Absolutely True 
Diaty of a Part-Time Indian as being highly creative with -.sharp voice." She explains 
that the long-distance correspondence between Alexie and I orne\ was beneficial in 
creating the persona] voice of Arnold Spirit. 

A Publishers Weekly (2007. August 20 , reviewer praises 77/c Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part-Time Indian as emotionally gripping and a thrilling encounter with a 
teenager struggling with his identity. Alexic's writing and Fornev's cartoon^ carrv the 
novel, (p. 70 1 

In Booklist, I;m C'iiipmun (2007, August) suggests that vounger teens will take 
inspiration from Junior when they want to gain strength in difficult situations. He also 
declares the cartoons to be an insight Jul addition to the novel, (p. 6! ) 

A Kirkus Reviews (2007. July 1 5 ) reviewer praises Junior's basketball game 
against his former re/, teammates as a symlKilic and meaningful aspect to the book. A ke> 
point of the book comes when Junior realizes he Ls part of man v other tribes of people 
who share his common interests, (p. 723) 

New York Times book reviewer Bruce Barcotf (2007. November 11) recommends 
Alexis novel for ages 12 and up. He explains that Alexie grew up on the Spokane 
Indian Reservation and uses much of his own experience in The Absolutely True Diarv of 
a Part Time Indian. He praises Junior's courage lor coming from such a poor and 
downtrodden family to succeed at a belter school than the one on the re/., (p. 39) 

For Voiee of Youth Advocates iVOYA) Jenny Ingram (2007. Auuusl) writes that 
readers wtll learn new information about Native American culture and the inner-vvorkmgs 
of hie on the re?.. She also recommends it for classroom teachers, who will find a lot of 
substance for classroom discussion, (p. 233) 

Paula Rohrliek (2007, September), in a KLIA TT review deems The Absolutely 
'I rue Diary of a Part-Time Indian as an exceptional book. She points out that all the death 
and despair Junior has had to lace helps him become a brave member of the outside 
community, while knowing that those in the rez still care lor him. (p. 6) 

During a;t All Things ( "amidered broadcast for National Public Radio Alan 
Chouse (2007. October 1 k honored the novel as a surprising book for vounu adults and 
explains its relevance to all teenagers. Chcu.sc knows that Junior must get off the re/ if he 
to survive. 
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A teenreads reviewer, Jana Siciliano (2007). gave the novel additional pra 
explamuig thai the writing really allowed readers to enter the mind of Junior She 
compared the The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian to S.J ■:. J Ji„ ( on\ m 
Outsiders, m that thc> both speak <o students who arc not exactly mainstream or popular. 

A Knkm Reviews (2007, December I ) reviser praises the mis of the book as 
one ibal "celebrates being your individual self." All of us must go through the process u f 
hgunng out who we really are. and what groups we belong to. as Junior \ioes <p.4>. 

„ , l f l loday Whi,ne - V Watheson (2007, October 18) recommends The 
Absolutely I rue Diary of a Part-Time Indian for readers of all ages. Explaining that mam 
students will identity with Junior, who struggles with his adolescence, (p. AD) 

In another review for my.,;, |), nid An ,ell (2007. August , explains that Alexie^ 
novel would delirutcly appeal to young adult males, especially those interested in 
reservation hie. He highlights (he drawings in the book as one of the highlights, (p. 2.^3) 

Thcorctifal Support and Redeeming Values 

Mam theorists have identified qualities young people should develop. Literature often 
serves a* a means (o teach young people the skills they need .to lead successful In es as 

m h U y C T7 A ; r,H ; isl S !f U ,Ci,dlCS rCada " S arc CXlrcmd >- valuable. This section will 
uphold J he Absolutely I rue Diary of a Part-Time Indians literarv values bv explaining 
how thenove can be used as a teaching tool for young adults through the writmes of " 
Louise Rosenblatt (1978 and 1983), JR. .». Havighurst (197?). Lawrence kohlbere < 19o9» 
bnk Inkson (3968). Rco Thristenson ( I08X). Ross and Olsen (JQOi) md - n , c ,),„■ 
Department of Ldtication (]<m\). 

Louise Rosenblatt's ()9K3) Literature as Exploration explains the relationships manv 
students have to texts and the ways in vvhieh readers can expand their scope of 
know edge through the reading of literature. One of students' goals in reader literature is 
to make irtutiul interactions or. more precisely, transactions between individual 
readers and mdmduol literary works" (p. 27). Since The Absolutely True Diary of a Part- 
nine Jnaum deals with issues such as alieni/ation, struggling to make friends/and 
poverty, many students could connect their own experiences' to the text, as Rosenblatt 
explains is the ilrs! way to experience literature. 

Rosenblatt also quotes a study from a New England's women's collet that 
explains that students read novels because it offers an "emotional outlet" funhem to 
. idemiiy with the experiences of others" (p. 37). Junior is a character that manv ' 
students would be able to relate to and sympathize with because he is an unexpected h 
His goal (to succeed above the expectations of the re/.) is noble, but he does not meet i 
nght away, i le straggles to fit in at school, and readers would feel for him. Readers 

zt-fr" mp ; uh ; /c ; vi,h j , unior s aiisc ° ms mM 1^ «« uk i i,^ 

a jus because he ooks and acts d.fterent. doesn't mean he can't be someone thev look 
up to. Students are also known to value literature "as a means of enlarging their ' 
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knowledge ofthe world" <p. .18). The Absolutely True Diary of a Puri-TUnv Indian would 
do (list thai because hie on Indian reservations is not a subject inosl vouni- adults know a 
loi about J lies would enjoy reading I he book for these reasons. 

. Sfl1 '^"^ responses to literature is also affected bv the images from media ano 
then- idea of soviet} . Since they have an idea of what is riiiht and what is taboo in our 
soeiety. they will respond either positively or negativ elv to these aspects ofthe nox el In 
our society, we generally value individuals who persevere above difficult circumstances 
Junior does just ins. He knows that to be what he wants to be. he must trv a better school 
Students will have a positive response to this, since they know Junior is acting in a uav 
valued by our society. Likewise, students know that factors such as alcoholic parents and 
unfair school conditions are unacceptable in our soeielv and this, therefore, increases 
their s\ mpathy felt with Junior. 

Rosenblatt also explains that students respond to social pressures to act a certain 
way. Some of these are contradictory to ways in which children have been raised in the 
past, so they need new teachings to guide them to be individuals and especial h to think 
independently. The Absolutely True Diary of a Pan-Time Indian definitely teaches 
students this. Junior does not "fall back to easier solutions to problems. .."(p. ] 1] ). ]f j K , 
did. he would be struggling on the rez, instead of succeeding at R cardan. She also wants 
students to realize that there is a wide range of human activity within our culture thai is 
accepted and '-normal." Junior exempli lies this. He is not what most teens would think of 
as normal or accepted. lie is unhealthy, he is witty, he draws cartoons, and he is very 
honest, in one such moment, he expresses. "Yep. that's riiiht. 1 admil that I masturbate 
I'm proud of it. I'm good at it. I'm ambidextrous. If there were a Professional 

Masturbators 1 ea ^^ J"d get drafted number one and make millions of dollars'' (Alexie 
2007, p. 26). " ' ! 

Alexic's novel demonstrates a literary work that students can and will relate to 
and will use to expand their scope of knowledge and escape to a different place In 
another book by Rosenblatt ( 1 97X), The Reader, the Text, the Poem. The Transactional 
Theory of the Literary Hort she addresses the relationships readets have to texts. She 
says they need to take an active part in the transaction of reading increase (heir aesihetic 
reading, and bring their prior associations to the words. The Absolutely 1 rue Diary of a 
Part-lime Indian would help readers practice all these skills. ' " ' 

first, they would take an active pan in the reading when relating and 
sympathizing with Junior. They would use what they know about the author, a Spokane- 
Indian: the text, about a snuggling teenager; and their own knowledge to create an 
understanding ofthe book. Doing all this would help them practice an active role in 
reading. Secondly, they could increase their aesthetic reading Aesthetic readme is 
primarily concerned with what happens during reading. With some encouragement from 
a teacher, students would begin to realize that all their active reading and interaction with 
the text would lead them to read The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
aesthetically. Thirdly, they would bring their prior associations with them about school 
losing family members, joining clubs, and making new friends (,., Junior's story. AH of 
these practices, according to Rosenblatt will cause a reader to inmsaet with a text by "the 
lived through experience engendered by the text" { 1978. p. 155} and create a deeper 
understanding and relationship with the novel. 
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In Developmental Tasks and Education by Robert Ilavighurst (1972). he addresses the 
'•Developmental Tasks of Adolescence- (p. 43). One of these tasks, "Acccptim' One'v 
Physique and I 'sing the Body Fffeetivch" (p. 51 ) is one of the many (asks addressed in 
'I he Absolutely Inte Diary of a Pan-lime Indian. Junior's bodv is less than perfect, fie is 
prone to seizures, grows ten extra teeth, wears glasses, and is wry ski mi v. This is how he 
describes himself at the beginning of the book. It is what he is most focused on. We know 
he becomes tolerant of this body by the end ofthe book because he is focused on broader 
issues like the unfair conditions on the re/, and what he wants to do with his life. 

Another one of these tasks. "Acquiring a Set of Values and an Ethical System as a 

Guide to Behavior Developing an Ideology" (p. 69) j s also achieved bv Junior, in his 

journey to achieve independence from the re/, he acquires the values of'mdependenee 
and self-worth. He knows he has talents and he wants to develop them further. He knows 
it is impossible at the re/, and he moves away. Junior shows his readiness to become an 
adult and address social and political issues by his commentary. I le identifies the unfair 
aspects of his life on the re/, and he know.-, he must work to change them. After his 
basketball coach lells him he might be able to play at a small college, he asks. "How 
often do you hear the words 'Indian* and •college" in the same sentence?" (Alexie. 20(17. 
p. 1 80 }. I le identifies (he problems, and tries to correct what he can. 

Junior also goes through the task of -Desiring and Achieving Socially 
Responsible Behavior" <p. 75). 1 his is especially complicated for him because he m .„i 
navtgaite the, society ofthe re/, and ofthe R cardan community. He participates "as a 
responsible adult in the life ofthe community..." (I Iavighursi, 1972. p. 75) of the re/ 
when he stands up for his beliefs. Because the math book at his high school was so 
outdated and insufficient, he decided to leave. He stood up for his actions. This is a verv 
adult belmior. At the same time, he becomes an adult at Reardan bv gainim- the "social 
approval" (p. 76) by some ofthe most popular students at the high school. Penelope and 
Roger. 

Laurence Kohiherg 1 19(,9) developed stages of behavior in relation to morality in Stages 
in (he Development of Mora! Thought and Action. In the preconventional stage, human 
beings try to avoid punishment, and then act in a way that benefits the self. In the 
conventional stage, they conform to what is thought of as "right," then follow the law of 
authority, no matter what. Finally, in the postcomcmional stage, human beim>s act in a 
way that they teel is best for the greater good, and finally they are guided onlv bv their 
own conscience. 

Junior goes through many of these stages in the course of The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part-Time Indian. In the beginning ofthe book, he lives on the rez and is 
struggling to get by. This is Stage 111: Conformity, He wants to live by the law ofthe rez 
to the best of his ability, but just wants to not be beat up every day bv higher, toutiher. 
Indians. In one cartoon in the lirst chapter. Junior is screaming "'Love Me* I ove Me!" 
( Alexie, 2007. p. 6). He is begging to be accepted. 

Bui in the course ofthe book, he develops his morality all (he wav to Siaue YJ: 
Ethical Principles. His conscience is guiding him. He knows it might be better for his 
family to stay on the rez. or better for society if he blindlv follows" their laws that he 
should be a poor Indian. He ignores these things and acts in a way that will be best for 
htm. His conscience is guiding him to make the long journey to Reardan even day and to 
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ultimately leave the rez and even the United States. Clearly, Junior-, morality has 
changed dnimat.tt.lJy .n the course of a yea,, and he is growing into adulthood. ' 

Hrik Erikson ( ! 9f>8). in Identity: Youth and Crisis, discusses llic advancement of 
adolescents w.thm the context of both self and communal identities. In the section 
entitled. ".Adolescence." he addresses that many young people view themselves not in a 
transitory period, as they should, hut in their final adult stages. Also, adolescents look for 
an opportunity to clec.de with free assent on one of the available or unavoidable avenues 
d in and sery,ec (p. 129). Junior certain!)' does this because he is testina the limits of 

fh 1 i T, I r V makCS I,iS <HVn dcdskm U> Cardan and succeed on 

ttiCH basketball team. 

, . . } ]mvcv er - > mm ^ P c °P jt> ^ struggle with an inability to make independent 
decisions about their future occupation and try to fit into the popular and powerful crowd 
Adolescents are deeply disturbed by this inability and rush into decisions and 
relationships that could K- based in less than nohlc intentions. Junior shows us that it is 

ZTw lT, °TT UlLS S!at ' C ; 0C d ° CS "° f ,r > 10 111 al f^-^dan. in fact, his standi,,, 
out is shat makes him so popular and helps him form groups oHWends. Although he has 
not yet deeded an occupation lor adulthood, he knows thai he wants to be successful bv 
leaving the rez. 

in lhli nSk i ,S< ', n H^ K8 !; ld f C T Va,UCS ShHiemS s,M »' ,d "™ experiences 

hi pubiK schools. 7 he Absolutely True Diary of a Pan-Time Indtan fosters man v of these 

values through the tale of Arnold Spirit. first. Christenson explains that .students .should ' 

acknowledge the importance of self-d.sciplme through having the .strength to do what x ou 

believe is correct. Junior does just that in his nun c to Reardan. His best friend Roudv' 

!" , " VCr - v cle f lha! hc slK>llld »"» e. but Junior does what he believes is best for 
him b) going to (he better school. 

. - hmior goes through some intensely changing moments when he tells the truth 
to Ins lam, ly and new Mends. Many of these limes. ,Ts embarrassinc. for Junior when he 
revea,s truthful things about himself. For the beginning of his time at Reardan he lied ' 

m th ! ST ?n ^ ^ CCmbcrJun,or took P ^ U ^- ] ™ friend and semi-girlfriend 
o the V\ mtei formal. He had to wear one of his dad's old suits to the dance and he 
bought he looked nd.eulous in the rust-colored bell-bottoms. At the end of the evening 
Roger asks everyone to get pancakes at a nearby restaurant. Junior hesitates because he" 
cloesn t have any money and no ride. ! lis friends cover him and Penelope messes that he 
has no money. I le admits it and their friendship is cemented, lie learns that the truth is 
always best, as students who read the book also need to know. 

Junior also learns, through his time on the basketball team, t-ood sportsmanship 
In the begmning, he only wants to crush his iormer classmates, the Wellpinit Redskin' " 
1 le reahz.es at the end that even though they m in the game, thev do not have uood * 
sportsmanship. He leeis bad for embarrassing the other Indians, who have not had the 
opportunities Ins Reardan teammates have had. All public-school students even if they 
do not play sports could learn a valuable lesson from this story. 

Ross and Olsen (1993) defined a set of life skills that vounu adults should oai„ The 
Absolutely 1 rue Diary of a Part-Time Indian addresses many of these. Junior 
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demonstrates perseverance in the face of death on his re/. W hen his grandmother is hit bv 
a drunk driver, he is upset but continues on with his school work. When his friend Fuyene 
dies in an accident, he says. '1 felt helpless and slupid. J needed hooks. 1 wanted bookV 
< Aiexse 171). lie drew and read until he felt better. His sister's death at the end of the 
book is probably the hardest on him when Rowdy blames him lor her death. Instead of 
leelmg sorry for himself and moving hack to the re/, school, he savs at Reardan and 
becomes friends with Rowdy again. 

Junior also has a great sense of humor about his situation. The cartoon* he draws 
about his family members and school teachers are hilarious, I Je points out their Haws, 
caricatured features, and habits in the space of a page. I -a en though a lot of awful things 
happened to him throughout the course of the book, he keeps a positive outlook and 
continues to draw and go to school. Additionally. Junior has an unexpected ability to 
make friends at his new school. Penelope and Rogei. two of (he most popular kids at 
Reardan, become his best friends. Roger even looks up to him because he manages to 
beat him at basketball practice. One of hi., other best friends at Reardan is Gordv. the 
smart nerd who helps him learn about why his famih might he aetine the way thev are. 
Iliese hie skills will set a positive example for all young students who read the book. 

The Ohio Department of education (1990) has also identified a set of values thai students 
who graduate from their system should have. Arnold Spirit exemplifies manv of them. 
Primary among these is courage. Junior's decision to go to a school outside of the re/ was 
unpopular, Me was beat up at night. His basketball team hated him. His sister moved 
away. I he less brave thing to have done would be to give up and go back home. The 
courage he showed to make an unpopular decision was remarkable. 

Secondly. Junior shows an increase in self-respect as the book progresses. In the 
iirsl chapter, we learn about how much he disliked his body. He was prone to seizures, 
had bad teeth, glasses, and huge feel. As the hook goes on. he hears much less about his 
body and much more about the friends he is making and the activities he is participating 
m with them. He respects his own decision to move to Reardan and his ability to patch' 
his friendship with Rowdy. 

Third. Junior shows courtesy to his classmates at Reardan. Thev are rude to him 
on his lust day there. They pick on him and tell him to go back to the rez. Although he is 
seared, he treats them with respect. I le is nice to fiords and Penelope and thev become 
his friends. He also shows courtesy to other Native Americans who live on the rez. After 
his team beats Weilpinit in the basketball game, he does not gloat over She victory, lie 
remains part of their community. This courtesy is one of Arnold's most popular traits. His 
value system is one that many school-aged students will look up to. 

Various experts on the themes in the novel are also vital to understanding why The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian should not be banned. Junior must deal u ith 
growing up. leaving home, and dealing with death in the course of the novel. Adolescents 
who read this book are also going to be dealing with similar issues. 

First, Pascale Beaupre, Pierre Turcofte and Anne Milan (200b) described the 
"launch [hat lakes place when a child first leaves the home of their parents. If the launch 
is successful, young people do not come back to Jive with (heir parents. In the case of 
Arnold Spirit, it is more of a launch from the community that raised him that a launch of 
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independence from his parens s. Just the amc. he i.s experiencing the kev steps to 
independence when he succeeds at Reardan, 

In "Regret for What Not Has Been. Education, and From Now You're on Yotir 
Own," Bert Lambeir (2004) explains that although all young people are educated Soda v. 
not all are successful in the move from the home. In fact, leaving home often threatens 
the relationship between parent and child. Junior is resented by his parents and sistei 
when he moves to Reardan and their relationship becomes strained because of the time 
spent away from the re/ and the cost it takes for Junior to get to school every day. 
Students nil! benefit from reading this because they must go through a similar transition 
in their lives. 

. ,n a,) article in District Administration (2005). a magazine about school district 
administration, the authors claim thai the more students change schools, the more likelv 
they are to drop out and fail at school. Junior, as a transfer student, is at a high risk of " 
this. Districts can adopt policies that help students like Junior to succeed. 1 'nforiunateb . 
most students like Junior are likely to fail. 1 le is a model of success at Reardan. 

Another major issue Junior must encounter i.s death in his family and on the re/.. 
In "Coping with Bere:n email." Robert 1 lansson and Margaret Siroebe (200?) claim thai 
younger people have a more difficult time dealing with the death ofu loved one that oldei 
people, who are less changing m their emotions. Although Junior is young, it is evident in 
this article that the more prepared one is. the more likely they are So cope well with 
bereavement. Since Junior has so much experience, he is a great example of someone 
who successfully copes. Readers of this novel will experience the grief through Junior. 

Cliff Marshall (2004) examines his time as a young man on a Indian Reservation 
school in "Emergence." I le explains thai all students in America get great opportunities 
to succeed in schools, but American Indians are struggling. He went to a school wliete 
nearly 70% of students dropped out each year. I his speaks to the extremely poor 
conditions Junior was accustomed to at his Wellpinit school. JJe knew, as Marshall did. 
that he should get out. Since Native American students are not understood by their white 
teachers, it is difficult to educate them. When students read The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Pan-Time Indian, they will understand that not all people in the I 'nited States hnve'lhe 
same opportunities of education. 



Objectives, Teaching Methods, and Assignments 

The Absolutely Tray Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie deserves Jo be a 
novel included in a classroom because of the merits previously discussed. The following 
are activities that could be used to incorporate the novel into a curriculum based on the ~ 
Academic Content Standards for the state of Ohio (Ohio Department oflidueation. 
2004): benchmarks for grades 8- 10 will be used for demonstrative purposes. 

Ohio Department oj Education (?0h4j Objectives: 



• Concepts of Print. ( omprehensiou Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies 
Standard. 
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" Indiolor I . Apply reading cumprcbensi™ Mral^k-s. nidud,™ mntm., 

nuking inferences and draw ing conclusions. 



» Reading Applications: Literary Text Standard. 

: , i k ;; ,cl, : n;i! ; k B ^pi™ ™ty* ^ ihv come* orsc*,,.. am! tJu . 

milhur s cho.ee of point of view impact u literary text. 



!^i!:: f :;i 2 - Anaiy/c ,lic i,,,,u ^ - to „ lhC r 



elements. 
Writing Applications Standard. 



o 



Ki^^TT^ l 'T U>rC J 1 "" C , X,em ' hc >°« ld tk ' and support 

dUU1US 10 tk ,CXL ° !hcr other authors or lo persona! knmvfe.ige 

!f '° ! lkTaUjrC ° rgamVc a » ''"^tful interpretation 
" ^ t™' PI " Cm r ° f imageS a " d -^judgments with 

kn n t, ^ l ° ° ng,mi! tCXf - to <> <to ' ^thors and lo prior 



if lkJ niching Aciiviiu-s. 



' a,yZ " c, »™t«* students could make a faeebnok or 

Students who are artistically inclined should have the opportunity to add to th . 
draw.ngs by J orncv that are already in the book. i i lcv ihould , , ^ 1 
style so .hat h -nts- ,n with the rest of the book. Drawing t , d inc 

! 1""',; I"" 5 Wa,k l ° sd, °" L his ^<^< gam!-, or il H e tat 
ku„d.m. I hese drawls wdl greatly add to students"" understanding text. 

tTT SflKfe ?? COUld mlc pk, - v sevcraI of the most P oi,nant scenes i„ tin- 
boo I ey would enjoy the moment after the winter dLc wh n ,o „ t 
nfess to betng poor or when the TV interviewer talk, to Junior bJf™ , e bl 

1 " lul U ,s iikc 10 bc lh;,( character and gain an understanding. 
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4. 1 o timber understand Hie relationship between some characters, students could 
write letters from the point of view of a eharaeler. ffthev wrote from Junior's 
perspective, they could write io his sister after Iter death or to Penelope durinu the 
course of the year. This would give students practice writing and help form their 
relationship to the text. 

/ h'scu s sionjjr Fssay <Jue stums: 

1 . Junior goes through a big change in his life when he decides to no to Reardan. 
Write about a time you made a brave decision and it turned out well. What were 
you scared olV How did you lee!? What helped you make the choice'.' 

2. Go back and reread Chapter 1 . "'I he Black Fye of the Month < lub," What do you 
know about Junior at the end of the book that you don't know durum this chapter? 
What does it reveal about his character? What is Your favorite part of this chapter' 
and why ? 

3. How did >ou ice! about Arnold Spirit? What do you admire about him'.' What 
makes you uneasy about him? What would von fsave done in his place'? 

4. There are a Io! of drawings in this story. What do they add to the book? What is 
your favorite drawing and why" I low would you feef about this book if there were 
no drawings'.' 

5. What did you learn from reading this book? How will it chance the wav you act in 
your daily lives? 

Possible Objections 

Since groups which protest literature have similar arguments against most hooks it is 
valuable to identify which elements in The Absolutely True Diurv of a Pan-Time Indian 
wdl be used as means to censor it in classrooms, bduard H. Jenkinson {h>Nh> lists sixty 
targets frequently used in. "Appendix A: Common 1'argets of Censorship." The following 
are possible objections to The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian usinu 
Jenkinson's targets: 

X. Portrayal of conflict between children and persons in authority (p. 70) 

• Wl ] cn hm ' Mr receives the outdated math book, lie throws" it at his teacher in 
defiance. 

• Junior makes several negative comments about his parents. I le is unhappv with 
his father's alcoholism and his mother's complacency. 

V. Questionable language (p. 70) 

• Junior frequently makes use of words Mich as "balls," "faggot." *"L>a\." and 
"masturbation." 
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Uk Filmic studies (p. 7U) 

* Sinec lhis *>°ok ^ zboul a minority culture. Spokane Indians, it could he perceived 
by protesters as nun-American/" 

1 7. Violence (p. 70) 

* Junior ^at up while he lives on the reservation because of his phvsiea! 
appearance, 1 fe is also beaten alter he moves to R cardan. 

* 1 he novel includes a section entitled "Yhc I Inofficial and i Imvritlcn Spokane 
Indian Rules ofTistieufilT (p. 61 ) which includes rules of lighting that Arnold is 
accustomed to. 

18. Sex education {p. 70) 

* In several sections of the novel Arnold Spirit refers to masturbation and the se\ 
act 

* In a discussion with his friend, Gord\\ he discusses male erection and its cause. 

24, Ncgalive statements about the American tradition (p. 70) 

* > n some actions of the book. Junior discusses the stale of Native Americans. 
These statements reded negatively on the United States government because of 
their treatment of American Indians. 

32, Death education (p. 71) 

* { Jie novc! includes descriptions of how Junior dealt with the deaths of his 
grandmother, Hugene. and his sister. 

52, Depressing thoughts (p. 71 ) 

* junior slalus that fie has been to forty-two funerals in his fourteen years of life. 

* I le makes several depressing statements about the racist white people he knows 
and the poor slate of Native Americans. 

Why The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian Should Not Be Banned 

Public schools in the (anted Stales are constantly under fire from various organizations 
and parents of students who want a stake in classroom curriculum, Lnglish teachers, 
especialh . must be very careful when assigning books for their classroom that contain 
any sort of "questionable material." Despite any such objection, The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Tan-Time Indian is a novel of high literary quality and deserves to be made 

available in a classroom or library. " 

In a publication by National Council of Teachers of Imglish and The International 
Reading Association ( 1901), Common Groumt the authors state that "All students in 
public school classrooms have the right to materials and educational experiences that 
promote open inquiry, critical thinking diversity in thought and expression, and respect 
for others. Denial of restriction of this right is an infringement of intellectual freedom" 
(emphasis added ). The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian is such a novel in 
thai it tells a story of human triumph and teaches lessons about self-awareness and 
courage. In the pamphlet Harrison K. Salisbury was quoted in a lecture he gave in 19X3 
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saymg, "J he book. ..is an exquisite example of human genius. Where it nourishes man 
flourishes." Alcxie's novel certainly flourishes and is a ureal example oflife and ' 
achievement. 

In '("he National Council of Teachers of f-nglish f I %'2). in The Students ' Rkdu to 
Read .summed that the '•protection* of" students from any book of questionable content 
will result in negative long-term effects because of the lack of information, Sin.pl> put 
students should ha\ c the right to the information they need to learn about the world 
"Many contemporary novels for adolescents focus on the real world of voun.» people 
drugs, premarital sex. alcoholism, divorce, high school gangs, school diopouk racism 
x H . ,iencc - and sensuality" (p. 2). Rather than help young adults bv denvhm them this 
information, we arc hindering their ability to make positive, informed decisions These 
mformed decisions can only come from the five exchange of ideas that comes from 
novels of varied content and theme. 

Additionally. 1 )r. Margaret I . Sacco ( 1 994 ) has argued that parents do in fact 
have the authority to censor what their own children read, but are wrong to assume that 
they may censor what other peoples' children read. This is a control issue and in our 
countiy. we do not control others" ideas or behaviors. Parents who do no! want to 
acknowledge their children's curiosity simply complain to a school hoard about a few 
words :n a book rather than deal with the issue with their child. If the free exchange of 
ideas was allowed, students would be encouraged to read whatever thev arc interested in 
rather than msptred to read a book jus! because it is banned, as is often "the case. 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Pan-Time Indian is a novel that adds to the 
information >oung adults need to succeed in the world. Thev learn how to interact with 
peers, how to deal with death, and how to have the courage to do what is right from this 
novel. It should not be banned because such would be a ymss violation of the freedom of 
students to read. 

Alternative Books 

1 he following, books contain similar themes to The Absolut eh True Diary of a Tart-Thue 
Indian and could be assigned to students whose parents will not allow them (o read the 
novel ; 

Bridges, Ruby, (1W). Through My Eyes. New York: Scholastic. 

The autobiographical account of Bridges"* experience as the first African American to 
attend an all-white elementary .school in New Orleans. A tale of courage and inspiration. 

Taylor, Mildred. (2(101 1. The l and. New York : Phyllis Fogclman Hooks. 

This book is the prequcl to Roll of Thunder. Hear My Crv, It tells the storv of Paul the 
offspring oJ a biracial marriage after the Civil War. lie dreams of owning his own land. 

Christopher, Matt. (2001). Coot as Ice. Boston, M A: Little, Brown, and Company. 
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A young hockey pkner. small for his age. is selected to plav on an elite traveling hockev 
team. He forms an alliance with the only African-American player and thev prove lint " 
size and race are not obstacles to success. 

Olscn, Sylvia. (2MU). White Girl. Wtnlaw, IK : Sono Ms Press. 

A >oung girl must deal uhh issues of racial conflict when she moves onto an India 
resen ation a Her her mother marries a Native American. She must learn to enter the 
school setting and lorm relationships with her new family. 

Alexie, Sherman. (1996). Reservation Blues. Svw York: Warner. 

A stranger arrives on the Indian reservation with a magical guitar that he uitls to Thomas- 
»""<>*- 1 Hol-ire. who forms a!) R&B baud with great success. 

AJe*ie, Sherman. (2007). I light. N iW York: Black Cat. 

Zits, an abused half-Native American teenager spends most of his time actum out in 
lostcr homes fie examines his «mn sense of justice and fairness throughotn his time in 
juvie hall and the streets. 

Akxic Sherman. (1994). The Lone Ranker ami Tout* listjight in Heaven. Neu York: 
HarperPcrenriial. 

A collection of short stories that revolve around powwows, basketball, and death on the 
Spokane Indian Reservation. A sense ofeommunitv is fostered through the tales of 
strength and perseverance. 

Nolan. Han. (2CMM>). i Summer of Kings . Orlando: Harcotirt. 

A young white girl forms a relationship uith an IX-vcar-oId African American who wa , 
accused ol killing a white man and comes to Ihe with their familv. She learns about the 
teachings of C.handi and I )r. Martin Ludier King Jr. 

Brown Todd. (1995). Entries From a Hot Pink Notebook. New York: Washing 
Square. ** 

The son of an alcoholic father struggles to ilnd strength while writing in his diarx . Amidst 
contused sexual feelings, he must learn to deal with a firestorm of bigotry. 

Curtis, Christopher Paul. (2007). Elijah of Buxton. New York: Scholastic. 

1 h ;: S book U ;] h <hc sk "- v ° } a ho >' b<'m in Buxton, Ontario. 1 le is the first born to freedom 
T HmUm " c 'ormcr and runaway slaves and learns of the horrors or racism in 

America. 
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Yang, Gene l,ucii. (2006). American Horn Chinese. New York: Firs! Second. 

Three stories about race and acceptance come together in this book (hat examines jouiiii 
Asian Americans trying to lit in at their schools. 

Zcvin, Guhricllr. (2007). Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac. New York : I nrrar Strains 

Giroux, 

A girl discovers she has no memory of the last .four years of her life after a bad fall. She 
must reform her identity. 

Jackson, Da>e and Neta. (2003). Exiled to the Red River. Grand Rapids. Mich. : 
Bethany House Publishers. 

A fictional i/.cd account of how a Spokane Indian chief led his people to Christianity in 
the nineteenth century. 

Sharp?, Susan. (1991 ). Spirit Quest. Nw York: Bradbury Press. 

A young box- who is vacationing off the coast of Washington befriends a voting Native 
American who is preparing, for his spirit t|uest. 

Ilamm, Diane Johnston. (1997). Daughter of Suqua. Morton Grove, HI. • A. 
Whitman. 

Ida. a vouitg Suquamish Indian, lives with her 1 ami by and is forced to mow to a 
reservation and attend an American school. She shows persistence in the face of despair. 

Botttweil, Florence. (1998). Teresa and the Coeur d'Alene Indians: An Historical 
Adventure Story for Young and Old. Spokane, WA: Millwood Pub. 

Ibis book tracks the adventures of Teresa, who travels with her familv to Washington in 
1 886 and encounters racial prejudice. 

Holm, Jennifer. (2001). Boston Jane: An Adventure. New York: HaperCoHitis. 

Jane is schooled in etiquette in 1K54 Philadelphia. She learns that thev do not have much 
practical use during her sea vox age to the Washington Territory. 

Girion, Barbara. (1990). Indian Summer. .New York. Scholastic. 

\ young girl spends her summer on an Indian reservation and has a difficult time making 
friends with girls her age who accuse her of prejudices they have encountered. 

Bnicbac, Joseph. (1998). The Heart of a Chief New York: Dial Books for Young 
Readers. H 
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A young Penaeook Indian boy lives on the reservation with an alcoholic father and must 
learn to survive amidst com rovers} over a casino on neaib> tribal lands. 



Krausc, Ed. (2007). Our Next of Kin. Booiu\ N.C.: I'arkwav Publish? 



An American Indian man discovers after his graduation from a prestigious law school 
that a high school friend has been found dead, lie returns lo his hometown to star! a 
practice and discovers unknown information atvmi environmentalists, polities, and Native 
American re I aliens. 

Author Biography 

Sherman Alexie is one of the most well-regarded Anieriean Indians today, His works of 
poem and fiction have inspired millions of readers and his collection has garnered, him 
awards anil recognition in the literary community (lails.-f/^r/ Productiuns^OOK). 

The Absolutely True Diary of a run-lime huiicm is a largely autobiographical 
work. Alexie. like Arnold Spirit, was horn with hydrocephalus. He had many seizures as 
a child and was the object of taunting on the reservation. He learned in read at the ag.e of 
three and devoured novels. After finding his mothers name in a textbook at the Wellpinh 
school he decided to attend Reardan and became their star basketball player. Alexie 
attended Gonzaga and Washington Stale Universities, where he original I v enrolled in pre- 
med courses. After a poetry workshop, he changed paths and began publishing works 
after college (FnlhJparr Pioduclioiis. 2008 h 

His first major publications. The Business of baueydanein« (\W2) and The Lime 
Ranker and Tonto Fist light w Heaven < 1 W3) began his success as an author. Since them 
has written novels and poetry collections, periormed stand-up comedy, and co-written 
one movie. Smoke Signals, lie currently lives in Seattle with his wi fe and two children 
(falls 4pan Productions, 2008 L 
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The Absolutely True Diary cif a Part-Time Indian 
by Sherman Ahxie 
Individual Unit Finn 

Graclt /Course: iiutdc EI, A cln:-s 
I >itii Length: 5 Weeks 
Kducational/CIassroont Culture; 

<* SmalJ suburban school in l/pslak- \cn York 

Approximately ?S lads- per chr><> 
*> Mixed ;sbilit> .levels 
*> Sinaks 5(3 minute pciiods 

Novel Summary: 



Arnold Spun Jj r thr iv< U >T Indian on il, Vpokam Rimh..:io:i Ik elanA }e v i,KJ 

L'Jn^c^ lbs head and bod> 1 0.4. like Npntnil on a loodipich. Win uiic doesn't Muilei. he*h<pv 
Arnold is a 14-yeat-old hid) school lieshinan When he poe<^ outride he pet^ leased and bealen. 
so he s P cnd ^ li k *l ^ ™ hi* room drawmp cartoons. "] ibmh the work! j\ a series of broken 
dam*; and floods/' he says, "and m\ cartoon , a?c lir \ im!e hlcboab." 

Josa\ fhai MriMsli:i2di*;u!K-,Sp^],iii-Te/d.»* *rf I h pin ii» iniu b ir 'Ah pauan • * ame Irom p* » 
people who came from po^ people who cank iunn poor |v.»ple/ x Arnold explains, 'all dk u,o 
haek to the veiy lir>! poor people/' The hid ue bmn v\i*h 10 too many kvdi. so he pet* them 
palled — all hki smelr da\. because the Indian Ikuld, Servue pa\s Joi rnaiordcniil work ot h 
once a >ear \\ hen Arnold ciack- open hb peoimt?) textbook, he IkkK Ins moxhef* name 
wnilen or die fhlc<d "M\ m hool and n n ud> a*, >o noor : „ K 1 s id din* \u- ha\e lo and\ jn>m 
tliesrt?neclaitrbf*oks<.urjv>u:nNsiNdicd f?om/ Arnold sa>- "Inal is nb^luieK ihc saddest 
thinp in ibe world." 

bmaped. Arnold beans his ecomeUv teaehei uhli the book and eels suspended hom school. I he 
iargeled leaeher. Mi. P.. visits Arnold a! home and pives him a piece okad\jce: pel oul Ml j\ 
ha, seen ton mum- promising students - like Arnold" sisiei. Man Runs Av\av* • - lade \\\p' b\ 
year, beaten down by povem and hopeless- ~ Jhe enh dune sou kids are Ivoie tanebi i 
how lo pi\e upS~ Mr P. sa\s. 

"Ihe Ahsoluidy Inh Diajy' naek^ A?nold\ >C ar or^ctthw oae He transfer M Keardan JJieh. 
?? nilles aua >'^ a .U^nnie campus iu!! of wtaflhy uhile kidv with a eomputer room and 
eheonstiy labs. He^s the only Indian — if >ou doifi amul the school ma<eo!. harl> on. Arnold 
iears hemp beaien up by the jocks. *1 was afraid those mongers were poinp 10 kill" me " he says. 
'V\nd I doifl mean irilf in ^melanhoi ' I mean Idlh ^ in dval nv/to dead;/^ (1 U v^mvJum 
hi Alexie pop,, U p as offen as the poet ) Aniohk^ louplmess soon earns him their reject diouph, 
as well as a spot on die vajsit} basketball learn. 

What he can d win baek is the Io\ e oi^ his neiehbois at home. On the rez he's considered a traitor 
His best fnend pnnehes him m the face When Uennhn plays Wellpimt Ifirh In hasketbalh die 
Indians rain so much abuse 00 Arnold that a raee riot nearly breaks onf. Triumph and piiekcome 
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in equal measure. Arnold iiruiv.wil that he's smarter than most of the white Ud-. and wns t 
heart ol a white pil named Penelope. ("What was my seen:: r he sr. vs. "If vou wain In ret a! 
bmiof uah thru you'd have to say that 1 was an exeitine addition to !h ; Iranian s> S m- pooi "> 
hh-umxhk: h.s jjuf^-s beM Irirnd is shot and killed, and hi* siMei die-, it. a trailer tiu 'dm 
year.-, old., and 1 ve been to .\2 funerals" Arnold say*. "1 hafs u-alh the H^es! dHfercuc- 
between hnlians' and white pcopJe. 

h»i ] > u-a f N nov*. Sherman AJo.ir ha-, exploied the stni-H, to utmw lx.1v.c-rr, tli, i»iind-ii-> 
platr* otihe India:, and whtu world-' Hc"s done it throng, wriou, eha-aeters and -emr hit: 
' A1, ^''»'i-'> J rue Ihar% ui'a Part- ] inte Indian" ma\ he his k-sl yu.jL set. Wml inc ii : the 
voice of a 14 ua, (dd /nice- Alexk to sttip ev er v Ihiur dou; to action and v u,„non. so >Jui 
Icai - :1J - >K ' Cui:iL - I:;ou ' - { -' i> i :-ii:np toyuui smart, lunm /ut-nd no-ui.t fcd,.\ ul d. 
naitme afiet sihnoj to; a rid,- home. Which, by the was. Arnold doesnd J-,. lVc . I. id,.— \y» h.!l 
<jci lucU and come up with some $<a.s itioiit'.v. 

Rationale: 

At his readme at xh< Sliand bookstore. Sherma:, Alrxie saal the one thins- In would wan: 
student - to ta! eauay tron, iki ?ll >u-l v ~cscapme and e<»niionlin ; «. iaunlial and ti.hrl 
fXF . vl ;"" ,: ''' ^™>"^ - J tJiifikiui- about hou uc arc aj] him.ad jo <„nm « Men! !u -J,.- 

myriad oi expirations thai an linked In .mi race, culture, t>endej. a-e. and socioeconomic 
sm;us. 1 in . , s ah;o uuc of Junior who is characterized hv hi., povem and mc, . ( 'fumareh he 
mv,,i , uhk.c Ivmeea a, eepliny wh.,! others expect lam in k. u , fjji.t :t ., <nns? . \, . t}; 

fiji' hoIt!<i;_s; hiin hack. ~ " 

hi this spin!, f have fnmred my unit arotmd arcntral queMion: hon do miam-.l and extetjed 
expectations manliest theinselu-s in nut jives? 1 i n Jcr this nmhrella. student*, uilj eojv.,der 
o5 KKc. cla-e,. cuhaic. aad neiulor. how they an- tied iu the ot-.truciion and petee P tro„ „, 
idoi-i:t>. and how shesc Jacio^ impact flic choices. Student- will alse di^n.s the t- peetaiio,- 
iJitpo.sed (n { >r,t- conntmnitv and ianuh. and how. ofifntittie, 1'ies, eau he the Ircde't n> 
Ine.iA. M> Ji,>pe is that siudenls loam that ihc>" art- not without poveci; choices can he m ,k 
?he> can rests,. H,„ ;iln „ r r!,e na>. the> will also learn that there wii! he conseanenec let 
choosmv. to i>n arainst the r r^in 

7 iiis unit includes supplementary works ed poetry at.d iiction. a, well as opportunities tot use of 
tevhvohyy m the cla-,oom. A> outlined in more depth hciow. the oincctives cd th,< unit a-e 
dcfsiinicd to encura-e critical thinkinc, strcntnhen analcsis. 3n d huikl tornmunicatimi and 
compichcnsiun sk.Jiv. Morcoxci. the central text and assesMtient.-. were chosen with the mien 
ol rcachnif- multiple mtellipcnces; even the format of the book lends itself well to diOcreiitiatM 
due to the an throughout Oftentimes, the art m the text hinhlidits the main idea ol thai ch ; .. m , 
sen mf • as a useful aid m readme conjpreheiiston foi si/ut't'.IiiH« learners and I LI \ 
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Ks.vrntial Questions: 

J . i low d« interna) and external expectations manifest jlrem M !ve- m on? hveO' 

How can such ytck-ia! expectation:, impact ouj ideniilic? '.' 
* Should a person's lesponsjbilny to their jannh. tribe, or cnumwnm take prea dewr 

then individual goals'; 
4. Uou dors liferaiuickjp uMo underhand o iJ:M he and the woiid arum,;] a<. 

Learning Coalx/Objcctives: 

In this unit sluderns wiJb 

• Read and R-spend i.. J]r- Ah ■ohnvh iruc l)iapv of a l*a>1-Jinic JiiJLn; a*- wd, a- 
supplementary poetn In .Native American aiHaW. (Standard ffand ?» 

• Draw paralle ls between themselves and the characters in the n,.u-l. developin > an 
understandmp arid knowledge of the internal and external expectations in their lne> 
(Standards I. ?. and y\ 

• fxplnre the role- othcii- pfav in then lis and theh own seli-poriraval. dcvelopn- aa 
tmdcisUmdme oi Jiou societal and familial expectations shape then dadv el, net- and 
their \ it! tire roles in society . { Standard 2 ) 

• 1 )iseuss ihe idea of expectations j n lvrm > of race, elas<-s 1'ender. Xvrc<>lv P ni^ cati; : 
di»)idcis. beaut v etc. (Standards 1.2. 3. and 4) 

• Lcum and o, review jjterarv tenus such as .scitine. plot, clwiaeteri/atior,. theme and t,»i 
(Ntandaid 3j 

• Pun.upatc in a vnnctv ..f activities and aw ,smems. <udi as noiv tabne. kail. Mr- ».. 
Soc/ati, urcle,. %iMi,dicpie,cmaih.-> roleplavmp ; n .i foam d vu,Uw iM.n..j.r.i- 1 , 

and 4> ' v 

• \W.rl coliaboraludy in m>ups as well as individual, dcvdcpnie communication Ok HI 
and listening stnuccaes. fSlandaid 4) 

• I »un;i r in class reading students will make prediction inference;, and duw co:,ch-ao-r 
(Standard 1 } " 

• ( reate a final inolinvme project thai center on the overarchim- class million for t'-i- 
unu: How do internal and external expectations shape arid alieci onr Jives" t Standards J 
i. arid J l 

• I Jieae-e in free w Hie "1 >„ Now V m then writer's notcboo} m order to haw a collection 

idea', a- a starLne p>jnt Un then niuhipenre paper.-, tSiatid.vd- ]. 2. and 1\ 

• VVojL on their public spcaLine abilities by sharmp P .vi of then niultn etee paper with Ihe 
ciass. (Standard 4 t " 

Relevant State Standards: 

This unit was created and aliened with New Yoik State Leaminf Standard.. Above, next to each 
learning ynal and objective. ^ the corresponding iiumbcr(s) of the state standard addre< ,xd i or 
easv relctenee. the iolJovem.r are the New York State Leamine Standards: 

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and nnderstandin-. As Jkfenerv and 
readers, sindents will collect data, lads, a „d ideas: discover relationships, concepts and 
generaJt/auons; and use ktiovvlcd^e generated iiutn oral, wntten, and eleetionieailv produced 
texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and writ ten iamtuaee that folhnvs'thc accepted 
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vnmvnthnv.ot the I mdj : ;l« language In acquire. mh W ivi. aj.piy. and tfa-isu.it n;I<»; nation. 
.Standard 2: Language for Literary Response and impassion 

Studin1 ' ,caJ Ji^f:' l" "raJ wjitleri. and t kMimnealh pmduccd u-m« nn! jviionium e- 
f / £ ' lM AnKTHsm and world Jiteiaime; relate u-\t. and perl-Mmamv u> tin :i own lix — and 
develop an uiider;;landmi< of tk diverae social. iii.:tonuiL a-id cisMura' dmicifsh.n.- the J.-M-. rm.i 
p-lorn-a! a-, repicenf. ,\«. sptalc*- and xsnfc: - '.ivdevh. v.il! uv oiJ and vui-n lanea -sh tl al 
loHcvM- Uk ^eepird comentioir of the lanpuap lor st Ji r'.p c-h.n a-, 1 :.rtrA~ 

ci cation. 

Standard 3: Langmigt- for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

i>iuden?<; uilj listen, speal. read and ujitv Uk critical aju!y>is and evaluation A- l-.tene^ and 
K: "' k-fs - s!l '" }r!l1 vviIJ analyze experience:,, idea . udonuaiion. arid , SMA * prour.cd K cd,.-,, 
uMiif a saner) oiVtaHHudcnhna Ah sp^aie^ ;a, 1 writer . lh.\ v,db> , ai.iLwhM.iM. 
lah-uauc ihatlulJoH. thv acccpadcun vcmi, i; ,. ofti„ | , 1 „,.,,,„, v tv ru . N . : , f fl „ n! , Vil ,-„. n 
or perspectm « . then upw.urj, ar<iu.innem,> on experience-, ideas, informant and i-^ic-.. 

Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction 

SHKi.-nf. HiJI listen. .sjKaJ:. read, and unite l,. r so. ial inters |<..» Student; ni'J u^e ojal and 
u,frie]; l;:i1 ' :,ia i-^ tli. avteptcu u.mai!,.,, ( ,f iW J <i<jl- h Jan ma- - 1>- etkcm 

M-u.il comm.riiealion v,,p, a u:d, vanen rd p. (!; ,; ; A; u ., uL , , ^ \ } ^. 1U . U [ ;lu , „ 4 . 
'-" C!H ^''iiiru-in atn nr. t»l odu-i , io emiohibeH ut.k i -landn,- ptopa ,cd:hdi\hw 
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The Body Biography 



Inr vow chosen charade), vour croup will he creating a body biorrapln - a visual and 
written pmuail illustrating .several aspects of the character's life unlmi the bierarv wmL 

Obviousiv. begin by drawing in the outline u! ilic body. I base listed some possibilities tor 
vow bod\ biography, but feel free to come up wait your own creations. As always, the 
choices u'ii nke should be based on the fesr for you nil! be veilulJy i:\plainjnp umd thu> 
in a sense, defending) them. Above all, your choices should be creative, analytical, and 

accurate. 

Aftei completing this poUiaii. vou will participate in a "showing in which >ou will present 
your 'masterpiece*' to the class. This "showing should accomplish the Mlowmp ohfeeiive: 

* Review us on the literary work that involves y*'»ur eharaeter 

* ( ommumcatc to us the full essence of > our character by emphaM/jnp the nail, iLsi 
make the character unique 

* Promote discussion of your charm icr 

Body Biography Rccjtii rem eots 

Although 1 expect your biopxaphy to contain additional dimensions, your portrait rcaiH 
contain: 

* A rev iew c d' al ie w c >ri?s events 

* \ isual symbols 

* An original rext 

* lire live mosi imporiajit <] notes (either exposition or dialopiJel iclaiiny fo y* »ur 
character (be sure to attribute correctly and annotate) 

Body Biography Suggestions 

1 . Placement - Carefully choose the placement of your text and aimork. J or example, 
trie aiea where youi characters heart would he mip.ht be appropriate foi dlusuctme 
the important relationships within his bier lifts . The hands might refer to aelions ur 
accomplishments of the character 

_\ Spine - Actors often discuss a characters "spine/ This is his/her objective withm the 
work. What is ihe most inipoilant uoal for your character? What drives hisdier 
thought and actions? I he answers to these questions are hisdier "spine:' I low can 
you illustrate it? 

Virtues and Vices ~ What are your characters most admirable qualities? [ lis die j 
worst? How can you make us visualize them? 

4. Color - Colors are often symbolic. What colore s) du>ou most associate with >our 
character? Why? How can you effectively weave these colors into your presentation? 

5. S> in hols - What objects can you associate with your character that ilhistraie his lit 
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Body Biography; 

* review of the work's events 

1 visual symbols 

*an original text 

*fivc most important quotes relating to eharaefer (attributed & annealed) 

Placement 

Spine 

Virtues/Vices 

Color 

Symbols 

Formula Poems 

Mirror, mirror 

Changes 

Review 

Quotes 



Body Blograpln : 

* review of the work's events 

*visual symbols 

*an original text 

*five mos! important quotes relating to e.haraeier (attributed & annotated 

Placement 

Spine 

Virtues/Vices 
Color 
Symbols 
Formula Poems 
Mirror, mirror 
Changes 
Review 
Quotes 



1 lie Absolutely J rue Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
Sherman Alexic " " 

Clmovc either piojevt A oj pjoject R (50 points) Project (* will he assigned. (}0U r^hih 
Project A 

Vsinv the poem "Spirit in SU/\ In Esther G, Belin ereaie a found poem, blendm- some 
of the liner, from ihe Rehn poem with line-, from chapter "I3ecau.se Russian (lint Are !v 
Ah\a>s Geniuses*\ Found Poem Definition; A Found Poem is made wiiL v.otds and 
phrases fium something! \ou lead. Jt uses someone else's language, hut }ou combine it n 
a new way. See the example on Ihe hoard. 1 ype your final drafn 



Project fi 

Write a poem io i>o alongside one of ihe pieces of ari in tlu houL } irsi consider the 
loflowine questions: Wh\ does Junior draw ? p; alt of the nn similar m : t\ k ? If no] 
\vh>V Mow does art help Junior? } knv is an like literaiure? Compose voir poem, 'lyp 
your final copy. Include a phonuopy of the an from the bonis 



Project ( * 

Create a b*>d> hiop<jph\ ior a charade! in ATDPf I in ^ruim: . Addition^ decency will 
be distributed. See the example on the hcurd. 
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Vmm I WAS YOUNG I MET THE SPIRIT & I KNEW I DIDKT 

WANT IT 

BUT THE CHOICE WAS NEVER MINE 

THIS IS FOR ALL MY RELATIONS 

i fo hack to the day i was driviivj 
m the ph of ihe pai»icJ desert near lower mvasewood on the navajo reservation, 

clnviny my mom's truck 
not feeh'm: anything 
excepi the spirit 
die spirit of alcohol chased me and 
rode beside roe and held my hand and led me in n feu davs bcfoie 
the day of the 6,3 eanhquuko in the ealilnrnfa dcsai 
when my mom's voice shook the house 

as she told uie 
the spiri? of alcohol caught nathan and 
he isn't commy hack 
imprKoued h\ his own body destro\ im* itself 
tmd all i eotild Hard about js how i kne him and liou we loved eaeh othc? 
*md back then >eats ais> it was real and h was eood anJ cIr- istemon 
made me cry euz i never wanted him dead 
only healed 
u eaned from aleoho] 
and now ties dying and the parts of me i ^ave him are dying too and i en 
harder en/ the pans of himself he t\a\ e me " 
die lalenis he never used thai i now use to stay a!ive\uafl die uhen he does 
any i s5an io drive faster cuy die spirit of alcohul is still walkme 

and j hear il taJkin^r sweet and 
singing old songs and 
i almost wan! Io ship along Jike i know the worth and 
i just have to rememlier and 
i think aboui this spirit 
au i see it in me 
so hack when i used io drink 
i never could drink miliei lite 
eux that meant the spirit t>ol yon 
caged 

like nathan A: daddy & uncle john & auni rosha 
& me too maybe 
en? i see them in me & i'm eayed like them 
but in a different wax 
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July 21. 2010 

Documents enclosed: 

Syllabus for English I 
Syllabus for English II 
Syllabus for English III 

Syllabus for English 1 10/wcekly assignment sheets for English 210 

Lesson plan for The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Jaclyn Ippoliio. 

Copies of assignments and student work. 

Title page of Shemum Alexie in the Classroom: This is Not a Silent Movie, Our Voices 
Will Save Our Lives, " 

Copy of typed notes from June 16, 2009, communications arts meeting, 
Rationale 

March 17, 2010 e-mail 

AR test results 
Answers to questions: 

Was there discussion of inappropriate content of the book when it was selected? If 
e% what was considered? 

The content is not inappropriate for high school students. 
Did you rend the book before selecting it? 
We read the book prior to selecting and ordering it. 
How was the book brought to your attention? 

LuAnne Rutledge Lyons (Gus Rutlcdge's daughter) recommended the book. She teaches 
English in Virginia, She said the book has been especially popular with non-readers. 
Sherman Alexie is widely anthologized in texts and was a speaker at a recent NCTE 
convention. The book is well-known. 

Specifically for each course, what was the rationale and goals, objectives, etc* that 
were addressed through me of the book? 

Rational enclosed 

English III: 

Course Level Expectations: 



Reading ! : G (CA 2. 3, 1.5, 1.6, 3.5.) (self-monitor, infer, summarize) 

Reading I : H (CA 2. 3. 1 .5. 1 .6, 3.5) {relationship between main idea and supporting 

details, reflect, draw conclusions) 

Reading 1: 1 {CA 2. 3, 7, 1 .5, 1.6, 1.9, 3.5) (text to self, text to world) 

Reading 2: C (CA 2, 1.5. 1.6, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4. 3.5. 3.6. 3.7, 3.8) (point of view, theme, tone) 

Writing 1: A (CA I, CA 4, J .8, 2. 1 , 2.2) (various forms and types of writing) 

Writing 2: A (CA 4, 2.1 ) (compose text considering audience') 

Writing 2: B, 2; C. 2: D, 2: E (composing text) 

Information Literacy 1: A (CA 2. CA 3, 1.1. 1.4, 1.5) (research plan, career research) 
Information Literacy 1 : B ( CA 2. CA 3, 1 .2, 1 .4, 1 ,1) (primary sources, career research, 
book reviews) 

Information Literacy 1 : D (CA 4, 3 .4, 1.7, 1 .8, 2.3, 4.4) (document sources, career 
research) 

Information Literacy 2: A (CA 5, 1.5, 1.7, 2.7( messages in various media, artwork) 
Was any portion of the book read out loud in your classroom? 
Kim J . 

The book was not read aloud in class. 
Dana W. 

Teacher read the first chapter (approximately) orally to students. 

Was there any class discussion of offensive language or content in the book? If so 

how did you handle ft? * 

We had discussion about possible offensive language and/or content, tving it back to our 
discussion in the fall when we celebrated Banned Book Week and discussed the reasons 
challengers challenge books. We handled it in the same way we handle it with other 
books (7b Kilt a Mockingbird. Of Mice and Mm, etc.) in the curriculum, by discussing it 
and focusing on the author's use of language to establish tone, setting, culture, etc. 

How did you get administrative approval for the book? 

Approval for this book was done in the same manner as the previous seven yearly school 
read selections: the communication arts teachers considered many titles throughout the 
year, deciding on this particular book in the summer of 2009 and then a classroom set 
was ordered through the purchase order procedure, which requires an administrator's 

signature. 

How do you, in general, handle potentially offensive language/content in student 
produced assignments? 

Audience and purpose drive the writing process with regard to form, point of view, 
controlling idea, sentence structure, clarity of expression, precise and vivid lan*ua<*e 
conventions and usage. c ' *~ ' 



Please feel free to include anything else. 



E-mail sent March 17, 2010 referencing Sherman Alcxic in the Classroom, essential 
questions and rationale. 

AR test results 



Submitted by K. Jasper and FX Whitesell 



Summary of Concerned Citizens* issues 
Questions far Board of Education 



hctjdusu u# Board of Education 
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Book Review Committee 
August 5, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 

Members present: 
John French, High School Principal 
Judy Culbertson, High School Teacher 
John Elder, Communication Arts Teacher 
Keli Vaughn, High School Librarian 
Linda Burmester, Community Member 
joy Rutletige, Parent, Community Member 
Roger Meeks, Parent, Community Member 
Rick Pohlsander, Community Member 
Rodney Shipley, Board of Education Member 
Shannon Snow, Superintendent {recorder) 



Before getting started, the group expressed that they felt it is very important to note that there are 
three new members of the committee, therefore the opinions may vary from the original committee. 

1- j s the book educationally suitable for use in the Stockton High School classrooms? Please 
explain the basis for majority and minority opinions regarding this question. 

A member states that her opinion would be the same, that it should be pulled from the classroom, but 
remain in the school library marked for content. She turned in a written statement attached to these 
notes. As a member of the original committee, she explained that a consensus was reached by the 
other group, but that there were extreme opinions on both sides, She did not feel it was educationally 
suitable. 

Another member of the committee felt that there were a lot of issues in book and those issues are ones 
that resonate with kids ~ not something for middle school, but valuable as learning tool at HS. He saw 
kids in detention that were non readers who had meaningful discussions about the book. Kids 
understood the story. Kids never' referenced the things that, in his opinion were not acceptable for MS 
students, but HS students used the language. He did not find it to be that inappropriate for the ways it 
was used. Story has more message that just those parts. The book reached kids that no other book did. 
Kids were talking about story, about hope, not language. He said "In that respect, I do think that it has 
educational suitability/' 

Another committee member asked, what is the objective of the book? 

The communication arts teacher on the committee answered that it addresses the HS Course Level 
Expectations of summarizing, relationship, text to text, text to self, text to world, connections, in the 
novel it also addressed, bullying, how to cope, how to relate, how to see hope in the real world. 

He felt it was also applicable to career research, looking at different cultures, and multi-cultural lessons, 



"I have taught novel based teaching for 27 years and have taught in small town of native Alaskans, {in, 
commits inrmh t -f 5 „yii, ri tlur mack- this tonechon : I taught in AI'. „„d wu,kt-cl will, hi^mi, 
fatme the* same types of problems, f also grew up in AK. and knew d lot of of kicis how rumve Aiu.u^ 
families who fated tht- same trials that Alexie did.} Yes, I see that the other content is there. If you 
took that out, kids would not buy into it. Language is no problem for me. Not necessarily something 
that is right, but they wont relate if it is not. That is where these kids relate to the book. The book won 
awards b/t kids can see themselves, not in the language, in the fact that the kid was a loser, but he 
wanted better, he sought to make his life better, but kids in small town need to understand that there is 
something better." 

Another teacher explained that the culture diversity addressed in the book is applicable to social 
science. She discussed the intended audience, purpose of language, and pointed UtquestionTQ at the 
end of the book. . " * 

She said "Do I use that language in my daily life? No. Do I let my kids? Preferably not." How would a 
teacher in the classroom lead a discussion about this? I read the question (#10). I would say that this 
book is suitable for use in the high school classroom. She also mentioned author's voice. 

Another member of the committee admitted that he had a different reaction to questions. Questions 
rumed the book, he wanted to enjoy it. It was a good read. His background has been working with 
youth my entire adult life, and he currently works with youth He stated that some youth is appropriate 
for, some very inappropriate for. Some cannot handle the book. He brought up the example of a 
student that he knew personally, who would have a difficult time separating language in book from 
language in school. He stated that he would find difficult as a teacher for there to be a double standard 
language that we can't use, but then expecting students not to model behavior that teachers are bavin- 
them read. ^ 

At same time, ii is not appropriate, he would expect that educators could express their views without 
usmg these colorful metaphors. He said that he found other ways to express himself, and encouraged 
young adults to express themselves another way. He stated that he didn't think you can use the book 
for every child 

As to the question of it being educational suitable? He stated «. if these are goals, there may be other 
books, .f teachers are not looking into the other books they are missing their job and responsibility He 
stated "I don't think at any time I would want my daughters to read the book. When I want to tea^h 
about sexuality I will teach them and my wife will teach them. I don't want a teacher doing that." 

I agree that it should be left in the library with restrictions 

He mentioned that the author's own website warns that there is profane content in the book Reviews 
about the book that he read say that it will be banned. 



Another member stated that it was probably about 6th grade level, and not challenging, While he 
understands how it is to get kids to read and said reading is key to education, he didn't think it was well 
written ~~ it was too easy to read for HS. He also stated that he disagreed with vulgarity in book. And 
had kids who read the book, some liked it. But he stated that, as an adult, he didn't think the language 
is appropriate, 

The principal said there are some of the lessons that are good and there were lots of good targeted 
ideas by teacher, messages of hope, etc. He stated "I wish it didn't have language/' "I would think there 
would be other books that would be more suitable/' As an administrator, you would hope that teachers 
would handle the situation and hope that you can trust in your teachers that they would go about things 
the right way. The problem is going to happen in health class. It is a double edge sword. Was there 
value in what was being taught? Absolutely/' 

Anothei member stated thai there was redeeming value such as, perseverance but said other books 
could have been chosen for the same themes. 

Another member said it was a double edge sword and would not let their 12 year old read it, but would 
their 18 year old. She said that she would like to have prior knowledge so that she can discuss it with 
her child. She also slated that she wished that the language was not there. 

Another member said she felt the same way, it was a double edge sword. She felt like the easy leading 
level was not an issue for her because not all kids read at the same level Her daughter read the book, 
and when she asked her daughter about it, the daughter did not notice the language. She said her 
daughter was a reader and didn't dwell on the language. But she also felt that her 13 year old son was 
not mature enough to handle the book. 

Another member stated that it was on the recommended reading list of her friend's daughter, and her 
son said it was not a bad book. She also stated that she had covered language and meaning with her 
son. And that as a parent, she would encourage her son to read it. 

One member asked what classes read this book? The answer was given as it was supposed to be all 9-12 
students, but only the 9 ,h and 10* grades read completely and the U Ut grade was in the middle when 
the book was challenged. 

One member reported that one website he looked at rated the book questionable until after 10 U grade 
level. 

Another member said that society has regressed and tolerated language that would have been 
inappropriate in the past. 

The results of the votefor Question m Is the book educationally suitable for use in the Stockton 
High School classrooms? Please explain the basis for majority and minority opinions regarding 
this question. 



wm 



5 suitable 
4 not suitable 



2. Is there such vulgarity and sexual references in the book as to cause it to be pervasively vulgar or 
contain content that is sexually inappropriate for High School students in grades 9-12? 
(The committee felt that by including the word "some" before High School students it made it a more 
answerable question. So the question that the committee decided to address was as follows} 

Is there such vulgarity and sexual references in the book as to cause it to be pervasively vulgar or 
contain content that is sexually inappropriate for some High School students in grades 9-12? 

One committee member said that some language in the book would be language that students or staff' 
member would be disciplined for 

Another member said that inappropriate language was interlaced throughout the book, citing the book's 
discussion of both a metaphorical and actual erection. He said that some mentions were metaphorical 
and some were real and all of them were inappropriate. He went on to say that they were 
inappropriate for every student, and highly inappropriate for a number of students in our school that he 
had personal knowledge of. 

Another member agreed that it was inappropriate, especially for mixed company. 
Another stated that they agreed with that. 

As to factual basis, the high school principal said that in our handbook addressed such language and that 
it would not be tolerated. He said that "if I walked by classroom, heard the f~word or talking about 
erections" according to our policy in the handbook which addresses verbal or written use of profane 
language, that the student would be disciplined. With the consequence ranging from getting on to the 
student, or OSS if bad enough, He also stated that if they said that to a teacher, they would be 'gone\ 
So by basing on that factual information, it is not appropriate. 

He stated that some things don't need to be in there to get the message across. In his own experience, 
his English teacher would not have introduced the book. 

There was also discussion of how many books could be removed from library because of language. 

Another member of the committee said that to determine which students are ready to handle certain 
books, we should trust the teacher m classroom, but let the parents decide. They said we need to be up 
front to parent, with a well stated description, it can still be something that is react They said that by 
putting in library and tagging it, parent can decide. It the book is marked, you (a parent's child) don't get 
to read it. 



Another member said that in a classroom we put some kids in a situation that would not feel 
comfortable standing up and saying the book was awkward for them. 

Another person said that we need to protect parents right to decide, And that the teachers probably 
had good Intentions. 

Another member said "Is it pervasively vulgar? The author's tone was 14 year old boy. Some kids use 
that language. Yes, it is pervasively vulgar/' 

Another said H \ don't find language appropriate, but it fits the story, it is according to authors intent. 
That is what he (the boy in the story) would have used, 1 don't find it pervasive, do I find it appropriate 
for Middle School? Absolutely not, maybe 10 tu and above ~~ some kids are ready, some are not, but do 
we limit it and take it away from all Give kids choices/' {iha c him L v was made to tkii.ly U;u njiem-ni 
huiu the member who said it "it say^ do I find si opproprijlc toi Middie Mlioul? ub>o!,m>iv ic-i. i; 
«,houifi bt* abuihueiy, b.u nul ir^ppropnau tut some ili^h Serial atuckmU/'} 

A member agreed that it was maybe not for all students. 

Is it vulgar and contain references that are inappropriate for 9-12 grades? 

An original committee member stated that the first committee discussed two issues; classroom and 
library in one sense the question is unfair, some said yes, some no. 

Another member of the committee said that to answer #2 we should answer 3 & 4, what are the 
concerns that would \im\t the use of this? 

A member stated when it is a library book, students can choose, but to be part of curriculum-that is 
mandatory. Students had the option (to ask for an alternative), but how many once started, would ask 
for alternative, Peer pressure would be too great, especially if the student encountered inappropriate 
language and were uncomfortable after the book had been started. The student would feel pressure to 
continue with the same book. 

Another said that there would be an extreme amount of pressure 

Parents should be given more info about the curriculum, so they can decide. 

One member said that even in 10 through 12th grade some students could be still offended. 

Another member said that he didn't envy the HS principal. And was concerned about how to enforce 
double standard. It might be optional curriculum but didn't feel it was appropriate for all 

The results of the vote for Question #2 Is there such vulgarity and sexual references in the book 
as to cause it to be pervasively vulgar or contain content that is sexually inappropriate for some 
High School students in grades 9-12? 



was 



9 Yes-pervasively vulgar/inappropriate 

Net-not vulgar/inappropriate 

3. if yes, describe the factual basis for such determination. 

Personal conviction, maturity level, school policy and parent choice were the reasons given by the 
members of the committee. 

4. If no, describe the factual basis for such determination. 

There were no committee members who answered no to Question 2 {Is there such vulgarity and sexual 
references if) the book as lo cause it to be pervasively vulgar or contain content that is sexually 
inappropriate for some High School students in grades 9-12?} so this question was not addressed. 



5. If retention of the book in the school library is recommended by either a majority or minority 
of the committee with restrictions, explain the specific restrictions that are suggested. 

The High School Librarian said that all incoming freshmen attended meetings that teils them that an 
orange star marking on a book signifies adult content. She said that kids should know that it is in there, 

Discussed possibility of limiting the book to grades 11-12. 

A member of the committee asked "Is there anything that a parent approves with orange star Dock, or is 
it left to the student?" The librarian said that parents can call and request their child does not check 
out with orange star labeling but indicated that information instructing a parent to do so, is not 
published in our student policy book, and that information is not widely available/known by parents. 

Another member stated that as a parent, he had to sign to allow kids to use internet, etc. at school. 

A teacher on the committee said that. "As a teacher, I contact parents to let them know that the content 
of the book (chosen by their child) may be inappropriate." He also said thai the MS librarian keeps a 
ciose eye on it 

He said that he had his own books that student may borrow from his classroom, but that he doesn't let 
them go out unless he has a note from the parent. He said that he always makes sure that kids are 
aware that there is inappropriate language in the book, or parents know. 

Another member said that, as parent of HS student she trusts her son to drive a car, and trusts him to 
check out a book and to return it if it is inappropriate. She was not in favor of a permission slip. It would 
be just another piece of paper. 

Somehow designed as containing objectionable material - library should review their policy - my 
suggestion as parent 



Another member of the committee said that it definitely needs some form of labeling. 
Another said that the way it has been handled in past has been acceptable. 
The recommendation of each member is as follows: 

1. Recommend retaining the book with current restriction 

2. Same 

3. Agree with that 

4. Current restriction policy 

5. - Restrict with cut rent policy 

6. Am willing to live with that 

7. Def in agreement with restriction under current policy 

8. Same 

9. Prefers that it would not be in school at all 



ADumoto by cgmmitti \ imuvibcrs: 

OH\ MEMBER SENT IN *f HIS SUGGESTION 

On p,i|; ;e A luivaai th** top if s>iy>> do f fi;m h ^ppsopnjiu for ivhudk* ScUmU ahuAotv^ ?uu. H vUuU x> 
abunutdy, hut ,ica inopprupiLittr for so(ik» hi^h School uudtrnts. A* lui tlm r^uuemeni or tin- H i,v',u^ 
I ilill fed thai h should r.ciucie th/n, hIuuh^U h h uuiyin^mAe for 1 ouu\ it is apM uprbtc for oih< » 
Wny drj Wc- iViiiy hjve to <idur*s*. the nn^ve lh,-a v v.hy I voh d yvs W<* c uiinot uv,u«ru th.jt in ; 
trfl.t- ih.n aspect f ai fjnnU'Ci 



ANOTHLR MEMBER'S SUGGESTION 

I wvould juU ujn ect the tosuk tur Qucshcu? ^ u. Hk t a utid* ^nethm,; like; 

9 Vus ~ pervasively vul t v<r and sexnajiy tajpprupi uttr* tm wnt^ M,uionts {fn.m^ ir.u u J 

U No, 



OthorwLso it like the* committee w,^ urui^mous in thinking it"' U.ok wjs suiiablv, winch onihe b 
with the result in Question n \ , 

Also, akhou^i I may have sa;ri it wiong dt th.< meeting, i nut red the hook is jpp.-opiwSe k<r 
euniculum, even n' it is uptioiidL 



ANOIHLH MLMiilK SAID fHfS 

The summary di the rhd conked roc. Please clearly' st.iit? in Uu* ^umm^ry Iliac Un* 
d^'^iori/rt7foiMni«nd.»nuit would be to rt-Hria fiom lh« tids^room Uiukulum, pencil in -he lihr 
clt-jHy marked lor c ontom. 



Cheryl Marco in 
20340 S I fwy H 
Stockton MO 657H5 
417-276-2501 

Requested: 

1 « Copy of the challenge form submitted by Dan Millard 

2,. The criteria the board considered in responding to Mr. Millard's challenge 

3* The steps you took, including dates, to gather background information about both 

sides of the issue-including consultations with the school administration-to inform 

yourselves collectively about how to respond to such an unfamiliar and 

potentially controversial challenge 
4. The names of the hoard members who read and did not read the book prior to 

voting to ban it 



Angela KL Drake 
PO Box 929 
Stockton MO 65785 

Requested: 

L Certified minutes from March 20 1 and April 2010 Board meetings 
2, Contact info for attorney advising the Board 

3 , Copy of all policies and procedures relating to the removal of materials from 
curriculum and or the library 

4, Copy of all policies and procedures regarding the setting of Board agendas, and 
the accommodation for public comment 

5, A commitment to put this matter back on the agenda in the nearest possible time 
frame 

6, An explanation, in writing, as to why the Board thought it was appropriate to ban 
the book, along with identification of which members of the Board read the book 
prior to the banning and which did not. 



Cheryl Y* Marcum, M.Ed. 

20340 South Highway H Stockton, MO 65785 
{417) 276-2501 * cvmarcurnca-vvindstr eam.net 



May 13, 2010 

Stockton R~l Board of Education 
906 South Street 
P.O. Box 190 
Stockton, MO 85785 

Subject: Banned Book, "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian," Sherman Alexie 

To: Elected members of the Stockton R~l Board of Education 

Chad Pyie, President Rod Shipley, Secretary Gus Rutledge, Member Doug Haines, Member- 

Dean Pate, Vice President Ken Spurgeon, Member Rod Tucker, Member 

Gentlemen: 

I requested time on the May IB agenda to tell you in person how indignant I am with your recent unanimous 
decision to ban "The Absolute True Diary of a Part-Time Indian/' by Sherman Alexie. Dr. Sandberg rejected my 
request because, she said you— apparently with her concurrence-decided to restrict this "hot" issue from the 
agenda for six months. She suggested I submit my concerns to you in writing; hence, this letter, 

As a taxpayer and education proponent, I am dissatisfied with your performance on two levels: the apparent, 
procedure you followed and your apparent assessment of the book content with little or no regard for 
parents' rights to request alternative reading material. 

1. Procedure, I read the statement Mi. Millard delivered to the communication arts teachers, the March 
board minutes online and the three page Instructional Services Policy/Regulation 6241, dated May 
1999, regarding challenged materials, provided by Or, Sandberg during an impromptu May 11 meeting 
on this subject, I expect the April Board of Education meeting minutes will be posted on the Stockton 
School Web site. It is important that they include a summary of the board members' discussion o1 how 
to resolve the challenge and the manner in which the vote was taken, 

Dr. Sandberg confirmed you did not consult the language arts teachers, our local experts on 
communications curriculum and First Amendment issues, before voting. According to a report on page 
3A of the May 12, 2010, Cedar County Republican, at least four of you voted to ban the book without 
even reading it. According to other published reports, it appears you made the decision to ban in 
violation of Missouri's Sunshine Law. Based on the information currently available to me, it appears 
you acted in haste and without considered thought 

Your decision to refuse to schedule public comment on a board meeting agenda for six months is 
irresponsible and inconsistent with everything we expect our coaches and teachers to instil! in our 
young people about effective conflict resolution. 

As my elected representatives, I would like you to take the opportunity clarify exactly how the decision 
to ban this book came about, I request you provide the following information to me in writing, or post 



it on the Stockton School and Cedar County Republican Web sites so thai everyone can read the full 
and true account, 

a. A copy of the challenge form submitted by Dan Millard. 

b. The criteria you considered in responding to Mr, Millard's challenge. 

c. The steps you took, including dates, to gather background information about both sides of the 
Issue— including consultations with the school administration— to inform yourselves collectively 
about how to respond to such an unfamiliar and potentially controversial challenge. 

d* The names of the board members who read and did not read the book prior to voting to ban it 

2, Book content. I am an avid book reader; however, I have not read a young adult book in about 40 
years, I would have never seen or considered reading this book had you not banned it from our school. 
In other words, the title, cover and general appearance don't attract me, i started reading it to 
understand why someone would object to it so fiercely that they could persuade seven elected officials 
to ban it unhindered by the school administration. I began recording the page number with every word 
I thought some might find objectionable, After about 20 pages, it was difficult to notice the suspicious 
words i was seeking to identify because the story quickly became so compelling, it was fueled by the 
rough, inoffensive language which added color, depth, place and culture to the story; the story 
wouldn't be the same without that language. My list of suspicious words was soon overtaken by a list 
of stimulating ideas related to the extraordinary similarities between growing up on the isolated Indian 
reservation and growing up in rural Cedar County, In a very emotional passage on page 42, Mr. P 
confessed to Junior that not only had all of the children in the reservation school given up on 
themselves, but "All your friends. All the bullies. And their mothers and fathers have given up, too. And 
their grandparents gave up and their grandparents before them. And me and every other teacher 
here," Mr, P encouraged and challenged Junior to make something of his life, "You cant give up." 
What rich material from which our excellent communication arts teachers could inspire teenage 
students to explore and write about their thoughts, fears and hopes for a brighter future, Banning this 
book from our high school classrooms is a travesty. 

I am genuinely interested in understanding how you thought about the content because your decision 
to ban the book is so unreasonable to me. If Mr. Millard had a high school child who was reading this 
book, he, like every other parent, has the option to request alternative reading materials. What was it 
that propelled you to vote unanimously to take the most extreme action and ban it? 

The community is rightly agitated now because of your extreme book banning decision, so I urge you 
to think carefully about how to proceed. You represent all of us, not just those who think like Mr, 
Millard. To help bring the community together, you might consider inviting our award-winning 
communication arts teachers to lead a discussion of the content for all people in the community who 
are interested and willing to read it. I will personally encourage everyone I know to read this great 
book and talk about itl And, I encourage you to reverse your decision, 

Thank you for weighing my concerns and for providing the information requested. 
Sincerely, 



Cheryl Y. Marcum 
Cedar County Native 
tockton High School Class of 1971 



Angcla K. Drake 

P.O.Box 929 

Stockton. Missouri 65785 



May 14,2010 



Dr. Vicki Sand berg 

Superintendent. Stockton R-l School Oistric! 
P.O. Box 190 
906 South St. 

Stockton, MO 657X54)190. 

Rii: Stockton .School board Letter 

Dear Dr. Sundbcrg, 



oacd please find a fetter that 1 ask you put in the Board packets. Thank you lor yi 



AKi>:jmp 




Angela K. Drake 

P.O.Box 929 

Stockton. Missouri 65785 



May J 4. 20 lU 

Stockton School Board 
P.O. Box 190 
906 South St. 

Stockton, MO 65785-0 i 90. 

Rj i: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian, by Sherman Aicxti- 
Dear Board Members. 

I write with respect to the Board's recerii book banning of 'J he Absolutely True Man of a 
Pari Time Indian, by Sherman Alexie. i write to express my concern about the process in which 
the book was banned. Specifically, as I review the con. plaint form, which is lacking in ke\ 
respects, 1 note that the challenger suggests the book be withdrawn from students, "unless "a 
parent approves it." My understanding of the situation is that parental permission wib, secured in 
at least two of the classes in which the book was taught Accordingly, 1 do not understand vUn 
die challenge was even considered. 

Moreover, 1 am troubled that the Board did not follow the recommendation of the 
coninmtee or even discuss the recommendation of the committee in its April Board meeihi" It is 
my understanding several board members had not even read the lx>ok before the)- voted. " 

. As u P ublic bod >> al1 matters acted upon by the School Board must be held in open 
session under the Sunshine Law, unless closed upon motion by a Board member. 'I here are xen 
spec.hc Itmitauons as to the matters that may be taken up in a closed session, and 1 do not think 
book bann.ng ,s one. If the book was discussed in a forum outside of a Board meetm- bv the 
Board, a violation of the Sunshine 1 ,aw occurred. " " 

In any event from what Dr. Sandberg told me in our brief meeting, apparently d,c nook 
was on the agenda, there was a motion, a second, and a vote. She did not refav to me that there 
was any discussion, nor did she recall if any discussion was specifically called for. 

1 feel very strongly that before the Board bans a book and impinges on the f irst 
Amendment Rights of its students, there should be a considered and thoughtful discussion a 
the matter which includes all of the differing viewpoints. 1 realize that some of the Board ' 
members arc- new. Perhaps these Board members have not yet had training on how to functit 
on a .sehoo board. 1 realize that many of the Board members may not have specific l,J 
background with respect to f irst Amendment issues as they apply it, the public school system. 



>OUl 



\ l A. 



S am sure the Board's legal counsel can provide a thorough analysis of the matter to the 
Board, but J do want to highlight the ca.se of Board of Education v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (19X2). 
In this case, the Supreme Court held that a hook banning was improper. ImeresiiriyJv, Pico 
involved a situation in which Use evidence established the board had disregarded its comuiiuce's 
recommendations, and removed the books according to an irregular and ad hoc procedure. 

J he availability of a library in a school is obviously important to a student. I have 
learned in my recent research into this area that library resources enjoy a heightened protection 
under the f irst Amendment, as compared with cunicular materials, it" is also mv understanding 
school boards do not have an absolute and unqualified right to remove a book from a school 
library. The discretion of the board roust be measured by important first Amendment contours 
It is unconstitutional lor a .school board to remove a book to deny students access to 
objectionable ideas contained in a book, or to remove a book simply because certain hoaiti 
members do not like it. 

Where a board is not even familiar with the book before thev km it, it is likely thai there 
is an improper and unconstitutional motive in banning the book. .See, ( 'ampbcU v St Tommunv 
Parish School Hoard, 64 F.3d 1 84 (5th fir. 1 W5). Again, 1 am extremely concerned that there' 
was no thoughtful, consistent or appropriate explanation for die Board's action in banning the 

1 urn also troubled with Dr. Sandberg's suggestion that the book banning will not be put 
on the agenda in May or in June or, if the Board follows her recommendation, for the followm- 
six months I do not understand why ignoring the issue helps the situation. Indeed, it seems io 
me that if mis issue would have been fully aired, there would not be the divisiveness in the 
community which now exists 

nfM ,. • J . iin, ( alsi :, Con f >rncd lhM the y^book stalf has been dnected to refrain from anv mention 
>i tins mcidenf in the yearbook. This is plainly an effort to limit freedom of speech and he- 2 

^um^Tu 11 7 8CS r r. *" ^ B ° ard -* Administration is J^^Jt > 
the Iwndimg of the ma ter. I would ask that the Board direct that a supplement to the W/->0!0 
yearbook be created which addresses this situation in full. ~ U,U 

wants to d!^rio^n° Pk ^° ^ "V*™ on thC Sdl ° oi ,1<wd 1 «™* the School Board 
wank to do the right thing, m a const.tul.onal manner. I hope that this Board also respects mv 
opinion as a parent, as a member of the community, and as an attorney. If not 1 uruX nZ 
» cornet Uietr own attorney, and confer with other parents and community mL-mbers cue 
the full spectrum of opinions on the book, and the Board's process, are at least hea^d 



1. 

meetings; 



I respectfully request the following items: 

A copy of the certified minutes f rom the March 20 10 and April 2010 Board 



The contact information for the attorney advising the Board; 



3. A copy of all policies mid procedures relating to the removal of materials from 
curriculum and/or the library; 



4. A copy of all policies and procedures regarding the selling of Board agendas, and 
the accommodation for public comment; 

5. A commitment to put Ibis mailer back on the agenda in the nearest possible lime 
Iraine; arid 

6. An explanation, in writing, as to why the Board though! h was appropriate to Iran 
the book, along with identification of which members of the Board read the hook prior to the 
banning and which did noL 

I urge the Board to consider less restrictive measures than banning to deal with am 
legitimate concerns the Board may have. The book is a National Book Award winner. I have 
now read if Whether f like it or not does not matter [although 1 did like it and found it Jess 
explicit than hoih prime time TV and the Bible. | The point is the book has won countless awards 
from respected authorities, was in the curriculum, and was authorized to be taught by parents in 
at least two classes. The committee formed to analyze the book did not recommend banning. 

I he process which the Board undertook in banning the book is disconcerting I must 
respectfully state that I believe the process was flawed. The Board's action is incompatible with 
what we teach our children about the first Amendment, and does not comport with the careful 
board governance and responsibilities of public office which I am sure the Board members strive 
to achieve. 

1 look forward io hearing from you. 



/oigeta K. Drake 

AKDyrnp / 



Dr. Vicki Saodberg 

Superintendent. Stockton R~I School District 
P.O. Box 190 

906 South St. 

Stockton, MO 65785-0190. 

RE: Stockton School Board Letter 



Dear Dr, Sandherg, 

Enclosed please find a letter thai f ask you give to the Board members. Thank 
you for your attention to this matter. 




May I L 2010 



Stockton School Board 
P.O. Box 190 
906 South St. 

Stockton, MO 65785-01 90. 

Kli: T»l> Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian, by Sherman Al<?M-i 
Dear Board Members, 

I am writing ihis letter as a follow-up to the letter you received concerning the book 
** l hc Absolute True Diary of a Part-Time Indian". As I stated iu my letter, I mn vei 
concerned about the process in which the hook was banned. Il is my hope that the 
board will reconsider their vote arid have an open and honest discussion concerning 
the merits of the book involving both sides. But first I would like to address the 
concerns I have about tire process with which the book was banned. 



Our country was founded on the principle of freedom of speech. Our ancestors kit 
English shores to find a way of life where everyone can live equally and have a say in 
how their country should operate. Wc have soldiers who have put theirs lives on the line 
defending our constitution. The First Amendment of the Constitution clearly states: 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. The italics highlight every citizen's right to come before a governing board 
and express their opinions. All of yon are elected officials, elected to serve everyone w 
the community not just a few. What 1 saw at the April meeting was a gross negligence of 

No input was asked of the teachers from Ac English department, no questions were asked 
of the committee members or was there any discussion concerning their 
recommendations. 

Instructional Services Regulation 6241, Instruction, Challenged Materials; 



5. The Superintendent of Schools shall, within fifteen (15) days of receipt of 
the written request, appoint a review committee of nine people. The 
committee shall consist of the administrator of the building involved, 
three toactiers, a member of the Board of tducDtion, and four lay 
persons. The administrator shall serve as secretary, 

6 - ' hc fjgssro QM teachers appointed shall b e represented by the grad e 
leve l or sub ject area where the media is used , another grade level or 
subject area, and a librarian. 

These are the rules that govern procedures for banning a book set by your board and they 

were not followed. 

Whui Die vole was called, no discussion was called fur, which is against the rules for 
Roberts Rules of Order to be conducted at any meetings. The whole process gave the 
irrmtession that every board member there had already made up their minds ahoui bow 
they were going to vote. This in itself is a little questionable concerning die fact the two 
members were just voted in as members. 

The last concern I have was the fact that at the time of the vote only two of the seven 
member* had actually read the book, i find that simply rnghleuir.g. That members of 
a school board, elected to govern, would make such a profound decision and not even 
,ead lhe book That som * « f yo« *«*ve read (he book since doesn't matter, at the time 
of the vote you did not read the book. Many a student if they had not competed or 
read their assignment would lind themselves paying a cost. The cost here was the /act 
that a book was banned and students denied the chance to be taught the book. To add 
msult to injury, when i asked board members what they based their decision on many 
said that they received two phone calls from people that wanted the book banned. 1 do 
not have a problem with the fact the.e people were able to express their opinio,;, in 
fact that is their right; but 1 do have a problem that their opinions were Che only ones 
asked> heard, or listen to. 

Mow I lind that our superintendent of our schools is recommending to the school 
board not to address this issue for another six months J can not help but think that 



this board is somehow hoping thai by prolonging discussion they have hopes lhar 
this issue will go away. I am kiting you know, that i fee] very strongly concerning 
this issue thai I will do everything in my power to noi let it go; even if it means 
necking legd recourse. Lastly and even mure appalliug is the email that one of our 
Knglish teachers received from a school ftdinbiisiraior. lu ii ihey staled that the 
journalism class was noi to put any mkmnmm of the book banning in the year beak. 
Wow, mik about violating our freedom of speech, This was and is a big issue for Che 
graduating class &i*d not to have il in their yearbook to reflect on in the coming years 
is sliamelyf 

il is my hope mat m a governing hoard, you will follow our Hr«l Amerxdniei*ts rights 
aod revisit this issue, have an open and honest disciissitwi allowing both sides to 
expre^ their concerns about the book "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-lime 




May 14. 2010 



Dr. Vicki Nandher^ 
Superintendent, R~| School District 
KO. Box .190 
Stockton. MO 65785 

Subject; Letter Addressed to the Stockton Board ofl-ducaton 
Dear Dr. Sandbcrg, 

l f \e enclosed a leiier thai I appreciate you placing in ihe Board ofLduealion packets fur the Ma\ 1 H u 
board meeting. 1 hank you. 

Respectfully yours. 



Mitchell S. Ross 
Colonel USA (retired) 



May 13. 2010 



Stockton Board of Ldueation 

Box 190 
906 Soul] i Street 
Stockton, MO <>5785 

Subject: I he Banning oi l he Absolute!) true Diary of a Part I ime Indian 
Stockton Board of Pdueation Members, 

! am writing to express my grave concern aboii! (he your decision to ban the book. Fhe Absolute!) frue 
Diary of a Pan-Time Indian by Sherman Alexia 1 understand the board was persuaded by a parent who 
objected to the book on moral grounds. 

I support parents' rights to make choices for their own children but. no matter how well-intentioned, I 
absolutely do not accept am request to establish moral imperatives for the whole student bod} without 
public due process. Parents do not have the right to impose their views on the curriculum to re fleet their 
moral preferences unless the Stockton Board of Education intends to tailor a curriculum for each 
student based on their discontent with our educators' choice of subject matter Unlike!) and ludicrous. 

Attempts to eliminate everything objectionable dilutes learning to an ineffectual rote process. 
Education is most potent when it includes debate, conflict resolution and critical thinking. If the board 
expects young adults who can think for themselves after graduation, ii is imperative that the curriculum 
include hooks that present moral questions and real world conflicts, Sherman Ale\ie r s book does 
exactly that. 

I urge the board to support the professional judgment of the faculn and the rights of students to access 
a broad range of materials and ideas. By offering the opportunity to request an alternative assignment, 
the faculty lias adequately addressed the concerns of those who wish to limit their exposure to diverse 
ideas without infringing the rights of those who arc eager lor a more inclusive education. 

As a veteran with over 28 years of military service, m\ oath to defend the Constitution left no room lor 
compromise. To ignore the first Amendment in an educational establishment is repugnant to me even 
if I may find the selected text objectionable. If the board chooses the slippery slope of supporting 
constitutional freedoms only when convenient, then why can not the same communit) question m> 
freedom of religion, speech, assembly and my right to bear arms? 

In a socieu considered to be to the world's melting pot, it is inevitable that the morals of one person 
will collide with another But, no one has the right to manipulate the First Amendment to suit their 
n tora lily at the expense of another's right to read. Only a despotic society resorts to banning award 
winning literature, i urge the board to reconsider its decision to ban the book. 

Likew ise, the restriction on comments in the high school yearbook regarding this issue is totalis 
inappropriate. To me, this is a veiled attempt to cover guilt. I'm sure the hoard realizes that midligeni 
students recognize this tor what it is. 1 urge the board to allow the students the freedom and digoirs to 



comment as they see lit The same First Amendment freedoms apph to the yearbook comnutice ami 
you v\ ill gain the respect of graieiui students. 

Finally, consider the educational opportunity >ou have b\ correcting this \\ rong. The hoard, by 
addressing [his issued openh and without bias, can demonstrate to the student* thai opinion* and 

morals of citizens can clash with others in a constitutional democracy it is e\en expected. You can 

teach the student hod\ the significance of our freedoms, respect for one another's' moral choices, the 
value of open debate and the importance of a diverse education, Fxpedienth. not six months from now. 
lift the ban on Sherman A lode's hook and treat the students as the young adults they are. We owe the 
students no less. 

Respectfully yours. 



Mitchell S. Ross 
Colonel USA (retired) 
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ftVof*): Dam Whitesell 



Sunday - April 18, 20.1.0 9:54 PM 



V,: vsandberg@stockton.kl2,mo.us, greaves@stockton.kl2.mo.us 

z+uUj^cii Nay meeting 

The communication arts department would like to be added to the agend for the May school board 
meeting. Thank you. 
Dana Whitesell 
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Angela K, Drake 

l\6. Box 929 

Sf nekton, Missouri OS7S5 



June 17, 2010 

Dr. Vicki Sandboy 

Superintendent. Stockton R-l School District 

P.O. Box 190 

Ouo South Si, 

Stockton, fo^S-uPin 

RL:; Stockton School Board Letter 

Dear I )r. Sandhcrii, 

I made an en or in my letter to >ou yesferdav. I sec that Policy 041 2 does deal wiili Public 
Comment If this is the only policy on that point, please disregard by request <;2 relating to 
agendas and public comment. ! apologize (or tins confusion on my parL 

I look forward tu the other icq nested items. 



Very truly yours, 



Anuela k. Draki 



Angela K. Drake 

P.O. Box 929 

Stockton. Missouri 05785 



June 9, 20 10 

Dr. Vieki Saudhcre 

SupenntenderiL Stockton R-I School District 

P.O. Box 190 

9U6 South Si. 

SioektoiL Mi) 65785-nlOi) 

kl: . Stockton School Board Letter 

Dear Dr. Sand hen.*, 

Unclosed please find my lctier of May 14. 2010. To dale, I have not received a response. 
Please respond lo m\ requesi on or before July lu, 2o]u. I do nol helie\ e t iese icquesis arc in 
any nay burdensoaje and am disappointed in the lack of response. 



Please lei nie hear from voir 



Very j ply yours, 

/ "K"\ 



I 



Angela K. Drake 

P.OJBox 929 

Siocktoa, IVii^uuii 657 o5 



May 14, 2010 



Dr. Vicki Sandberg 

Superinteinient Stockton R-J School District 
P.O. Box 190 
906 Sooth St. 

Stockton, MO 65785-0190. 

lit: SfeektoE Scbtol Beard Letter 

Deui Dt. S&ndberg, 

Enclosed please find a letter that I ask yov put in the Board pickets. Thank yon for your 
auentiozi to this mater. 



A 



AKDymp 




Angela K, f>iake 
P.OJBox 929 

Stockton, Missouri 65785 



May 14, 2010 

Stockton School Board 
P.O. Box 190 
906 South St 

Stockton. MO 65785-01 90. 

Rfc; Vk% Ato^utei? Tru& tiU*y&fu run 'ii**** kdmuu f Smmtu% Ale*i: 
Dear Board Members. 

I witte will i respect w> the Board's recent book banning of Th* Absolutely True Biaiy o/u 
Part Time Indian* by Sherman Alexie. i write to express my cancem about the process hi whLL 
the book was banned. Specifically, as I review the complaint form, which is lacking in key 
respects, I note that the challenger suggests the book be withdrawn from students, "unless a 
patent approves it." My nadcrstariciiiig of the sitoation is that paienial permission "was secured in 
at least two of the classes in which the book was; taught Accordingly, I do not wideband why 
the challenge was even co*iSjde*c*i 

Moreover, I bib troubled thai the Board did not follow the recommendation of die 
comoiiilec or even discuss the recomniendation of the conmiiitee in its April Board m&tting. It i> 
my undemanding several board members had not even read the book before they voted. 

As a public body, all mate actod upon by die School Board must be held in open 
session under die Sunshine Law, unless closed upon motion by a Board member. There are very 
specific Iknitauons as to the mailers that inay be taken up to a closed session, and 1 do not ihmk 
book banning is one. If the book was discussed in a forum outside of a Board meeting by the 
Board, a violation of* the Sunshine Law occuned. 

Id any event, from what Dr. Sandberg told me in om brief meeting, apparently the book 
was on the agenda, there was a motion, a second, and a vote, She did not relay to me that there 
was aoy discussion, nor did she recall if any discussion was specifically called for. 

i feel very strongly QM before the Board bans a book and impinges on die First 
Amendment Rights of its students, them should be a considered and thoughtful discussion about 
the matter which includes all of tie differing viewpoints. I realize that some of the Board 
members are new. Perhaps these Board members have not yet had training on how to function 
on a school board. I realize that many of the Board members may no! have specific lead 
background with respect to First Amendment issues as they apply in the public schoofsysier i 



I am sum the Boards legal counsel can provide a thorough analysis of the matter 10 die 
Board, but I do want to highlight the case of Board of Education v, Pico, 457 U.S. 1153 (1982). 
In this ease, the Supreme Coon held that a book banning was hnprop&r. lBtoesikigl>, i-7t.o 
involved a situation in which the evidence established the board bad disregarded its committers 
recommendations* md removed the books according to an irregular and ad hoc procedure. 

The availability of a library in a school is obviously important to a student I have 
learned in my recent research into this area that library resources enjoy a heightened protection 
under the First Amendment, as compared with ctimcu tar materials. It is also my understanding 
school boards do riot have m absolute and unqualified right to remove a book from a school 
library. The discretion of the board must be measured by important First Airieectoent contours. 
It is ifficoostitiitioiial for a school board to remove a book to deny students access to 
objectionable ideas coutained in a book, or to remove a book simply because certain board 
members do not like it 



Where a board is not even familiar with the book before they baa it, it is likely ihst there 
is &u un proper md uucotisutatioiuil motive hi bamtiug the book. See, Campbell v, Tammany 
Parish Scftool Board, 64 R3d 184 (5th Cir. 1995). Again., I am extremely concerned that there 
was no ttioughtful, consistent or appropriate explanation foi flic Board's action in banning ihe 
book 



I am also troubled with Dr. Saiidberg's suggestion tin* the book hmnmig will not be p-j: 
on the agenda m May or fa June on if the Board follows her recoioHieodatioi'i, for ihe following 
six months, I do not understand why ignoring 1he issue help* the situation, indeed, It seem,? ro 
me thai if this issue would have been folly aired, there would bo! be the divirfvenesa; in the 
cojumuuity which now exists. 

I am a]su concerned lhal the yearbook staff has been directed to refram from any mention 
of "this leeideof ' in the yearbook. This is plainly an effort to limit freedom of speech, and heavv 
haiided, ai a Hiiainiuni. it suggests to me that the Boaid and Administration is embarrassed by 
ihe handling of the matter. I would ask that the Board direct that a supplement to the 2009-20 J 

yearbook be created which addresses this situation in foil 

I respect die people who agree co serve on the School Board. I trust the School Board 
warns to do the right thing, ki a constitutional marker. I hope thai this Board also respects my 
opinion as a parent, as a member of the community, and as an attorney. If not, I urge the Board 
to contact their own attorney, and confer with other parents and community members to ensure 
toe mil spectrum of opinions on the book, and the BoaitTs process, are at least heard 



1 respectfully request the following items; 



L 

meetings: 



A copy of the certified minutes from the March 2010 and April 2010 Bead 



The contact information for the attorney advising the Board; 



3, A copy of all policies and procedures minima u> the i'emovai of materials iro;u 
curriculum and/or the library; 

4, A copy of all policies and procedures regarding the setting of Board agendas, and 
Ac aeeommodatkm for public comment: 

5. A comniitmeiit to put this matter back oo the agenda in the nearest possible time 
frame; and 

6. An explanation in writing, m to why the Board thought it was appropriate to ban 
the book, aioog with identification of which members of the Board read the book prior to the 
banning and which did not. 

1 urge the Board lo mmidct less restdcavt mtrhbwm than baiiimig to deal wiift any 
legitimate concents the Board may have, The took is a National Book Award winner, 1 have 
now read it, Whether I life it or not does not matter [although I did like it and found it less 
explicit than both prime time TV arid the Bible.] The point h 'die book has won countless awards 
from respected authorities,, was in the cuiricuIimL, and was authorised to be taught by parents in 
at leas:! two classes. The committee formed to analyze the took did not recommend banning. 

The process which the Board undertook in harming the book is disconcerting* 1 must 
respectfully state that i believe the process was flawed. The Board's action is iocennpalibie with 
what we teach our children about the First AmeodmenU and does not comport with the careftij 
hoard governance aisd responsibilities of public office which I am sore the Board members strive 

to: achieve, 

I look forward to hearing from you. 



AKDrjmp 




90o South Street 

P. 0. BOX 190 Phone 417 2/6,5143 

SfOCkton, Missouri 65785 Fax 417,276.3765 



June ^ 20 lu 



Angela k, Drake 
Pc) Box 4)2 
Stockton. M< > 65785 



Dear Kb, Dn 



'uke: 



I Ins is a foflou up fo your letter addressed to lite Stockton R 1 School Board thai Has 
dated Yia> 1 I, 2010. Kudosed you will lind ( ] » copies of (he boaid p.HU*y. procedures 
and I urm relaied In challenged inaferiaL |2i copies n! the Board Policx 0d) I am! (Ml 2 
which deals will, Hoard agendas, and (3) copies of the March and April Board minute^ 



I do not ha\e information regarding who read or didn't read the hook prior lo die \ 

II >' uu 1kivc w> t|tH\slions. feel live m contact my uMiee. 
Sincere I v. 



vole. 



Dr Wki Runes Sand here '/ ' 



laiel 



ORG* N't/A TIO\, milDHOPHY AND CCl-xr v 041 j 

. , . (Rc'idaum: 04i!) 
(horn. (Kill 

Meyitnc Agenda 



A Tentative ugendt, for each regular, special o? pionused closed lueeimu of the Board shall be 
prepared by the Superintendent, in consultation Will, the Board president, and seal! he kiciudec 
m any public nonce of such meetings Any member of the Board may request item, to be psacec 
on trie agenda The tentative agenda, i elated materials and minutes* of the previous meetiuti shd- 
Dr mailed to each memoer of the Board at least four days prior u, the siated meenm< unless «. 
special emergency meeting is called a? a time which makes the four day prior notice ramn.-ihbiv.. 

The agenda lot each meeting of tr^ Board shall be adopted or modified in * moiuk- h % a 
majority of those Board members present Once the agenda if, approved, it shall lecjuire a vote of 
majority of the Board member:, present to make additional modifications. 

The agenda for closed session* shall be on a separate document, howevei, the morion if, close f; 
meeune must be voted on during a public meeting and mus, also include the reason-; fo~ chsir,'- 
the meeting with leferences lo the specific topics under the provision of Section hlO (CI . RSMu 
as valid ground?, for a closed meeting {session 



Sepu.ntt*;* t'C:>4 



ORGANIZATION* PHU,Qi>OPHY* AN1LGDALS 



Ri^uMiiiii041! 



Meetings 
Meeting Agenda 

Order of Bysiness 

The President of the Board, upon taking the ehaii , shal! call the members to order, on the 
appearance of a quorum, The order of business shall be kit* follow^ unless changed by the 
.President: 

1 , Call to Order 

% Approve Amend Agenda 

3, Consent Agenda 

Approve Minutes 

Budget Amendments and Transfers 
Financial Recap and Payment of Bilk 

4- Superintendent's Reports and Recommendations 

5,. Unfinished Business 

6. New Business 

7, Adjournment 
Parliamentary Procedure 

In all matters not covered by the Rules of the Boaid, parliamentary- procedure shall be governed 
by Robert's Rules of Order. 

Vote of Member 

Unless excused every member present shall vote on all questions, and no member shall leave 
before the close of the session without permission of the president 



May 1999 



AG£i\ f uA 
BOARD OF KttliCATlON 

Stockton k-i schools 

OCTOk*:** iX ?:3o §\\i* 
SI) I*E fcc I N T K N 1 # LN 1 '* S Gi^TCK 

L CiiU 10 Order 

3* Ci»*i$Ct«i Agi*a*dUt 

A. Appu>\al of Minuses of Previous IWvaiiLi 
ii Bud^ei l'r angers and Amendmeau 
V Approval of bills 

5. iliiliiisslkvd business 

A Construction IVomxcs.s Report 
H Lou** Range I'lurmirhj; I tpdau- 

6* New ii^sitiess 

A. Adoption of K valuation Policy 

ii. Consideration of Sosa Klemeittary Boundary Change 
I ,an^uage At is Curriculum RccomiviOiKLuon 

7. ttxecuiive Session - Closed Meeting, Closed \ 'ol? and Record io Courier 
(See Posting) 

8, AojoiinrmieiU 



May 10^; 



Meetings - Pankinattoi' hv Ptibtk- 

•\ designated peiu.d of tun; ma\ m provided ibi put;]), comments a: al! leuai^ boau. ne-m.e, 
The Board is verr in i mesial ui citizen viewpoint, and piobfejjju. Imiwwc:. dnzersi, ai e 
encouraged to work Utiouub problems ai the building and/or administrative Jevds bdou- cumin- 
to me Board Remark mav t>r hmuec u, Hire:, nunutei, and u> out appearance thus ahtnvitii: t 
ma-'umun. iiumbei of paniapaiu;- in the a.'bned unie penoJ n, which citizea. an ic .sneak xc 
issue- OucvJcdn directed u- mrBoaid ma\ noi alwav:; he answered imrjieuiaielv All i|ue.v.iom 
wil! nc- responded n. bv an appropijuu person a: a,s po^ihie Pwsom. v/iu) vvifsh u- smjiiJM 
uem.s foi the ai'.enaa snould coinaci ik Superinieiidem 



DOUGLAS, HAUN & H EI DEM ANN, RC 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

111 WFST BROADWAY 
P.O. BOX 117 
BO I JVAR. M i > 656 1 3-0 1 1 7 



(417) 326-526 1 

T H IXH lOl AS (1 882-1 W*4) 
EI.V1N S !X>UuLAS 

KJLkKY D IX »1 :(iLAS PACSIMII J: NliMlH K (41?) 

VhKNAl HAt'N 

CRMu k IIITOL'M^NN Weh address: wmv.bolivariaw com 

K PATRICK. DUVGl AS 
|X)K M BROWN 



RKUOlh L URfcSHfcARS 

na'i kan a duncan 
hvron & shivl 

JOHN W KALI JTNBACH. OfCowiM>i 
III IZABH1R V, ROHKS. OfOnmsA 

My 14. 2010 

Doug Bormey 

Chief Counsel & Legal Director 
A CLU of Kansas & Western Missouri 
3601 Main Street 
Kansas City MO 65111 

Re: Stockton R~l School District (Book Removal) 
Dill 1 No, 81914)17 
DIM Client: Stockton School District 

Dear Mr. Bouncy: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 12, 2010, on behalf of the School District, 

This office, as School attorneys, has been requested by the Superintendent to review this matter 
after the decision of the School Board was made as a result of correspondence received by the 
School District from patrons, both pro and con (predominately the former). 

We will be conferring in executive session for discussion of legal matters with the Board at its 
July 2 L 201 meeting and 1 will provide a further response to you following that meeting. 

In the meantime, should there be any further correspondence please direct that correspondence to 
the undersigned. Enclosed please find minutes from the review committee per your request. 



Lcfdl Support Staff 

RUTH A. MLUU-Y htrm idmmivuhtr 
MAKYL HUPfcOtO 

"AN'in.i uch:mv: 

B< iUlf: K>\M 21 1 
C SHHNTO OINNISOHAM 

w a i v r ( \w 
iAM\n i- Mil uuk\ 

>J\IO !UMj> 
JAN S HA^OO. 



July 14, 201(1 
Page 2 of 2 



Yours truly, 

DO 13 G LAS, HAI N & JIEIDEMANN, P.C 

!\ fi ) 



KDDysh 

cc: Shannon Snow, Superintendent (via facsimile) 
{417)276-3765 




5fc 



DOUGLAS. I1AUN & H THIEMANN. P.C. 

.47Tt«.V£J-5^?'I.^H- 



X>p April 12, 20 1'6 liie committee met in the Board room io discuss the book. The 
Absolutely True Diary- of a Part-Time Indian, which had been challenged by a patron d 
to "profanity , graphic &io]eace,.and sexual content'*. The patron continued to state that 
- he- felt: ~1hat it iirnotage appropriate or that it represents our community .Values/" r : ' 

The committee members consisted of the following: 
John French, principal 

Keli Vaughn, higfcLsehool librarian _ , . . ^ r 

,Kirk Welch, high .school teacher - * - > - 

, Carol Ha'! ie>\ deparixnem teacher * 

Rodney Shipley, board member 

Joy Rutledge, parent . . _ „ 

RogcrMiietK. pxuieni " " ~~ ~ T . . / „ : 

lincia.BunBester. -.patron ? . ; - . wl \ : li „ 

Bradley Wright, patron 

The committee may recommend to the -Board that the questioned book he ( 1 ) retained 
.without -restriction; (2) retained, with restriction, or (3)" not retained. 

The committee members had different views regarding how they should deal with the 
hook. The members though! the theme and story were good but most of them were 
concerned about jlhe language used in some passages; however, after -approximately an 
hRnir di-scossiorn the Committee-agreed oti'the following recommendation to the Board: 

Jliat the book should be left in the hi ah school library an d labeled regarding its content 
but that it should not be tau ght in the classroom; therefore their recommendation is to 
jretain the bc>ok; with restrictions. ; ^ 7 J \ , _ 7 _ : 

The Board can accept or reject the Committee's recommend at ion . 



Dr. Vicki Sandberg. 
superintendent 



AC.; F.N!) A 



Status with Board and Snow 

A. Hired Attorney? 

B. Have all letters been delivered to Board? 

C. .I Has letter from AC 1 I : made it to Hoard? 
Issues to Address 

A. Our Requests 

L Book back m curriculum. (Complainant jusi asked lor parental 
permission, not a ban from curriculum and library). 

2. Book back in die library ASAP. 

3, New policies which idled commitment to importance of Iibi ar> 
and availability of books. Respect for teachers and 

\J ac knowledgment dud proper processes be followed (teachers must 
JL*- ^ be first to respond t.o a complaint, and any reviewing eommiuec 
^ must include tenured teachers currently using die material), 

4 Board training on Board Policies and First Amendment issues in 
particular, School is taxpayer funded and not private so the Board 
members can't do whatever they want just because ihc\ feci like it. 

5, 1 luman resource management policies that protect leathers who 
report or otherwise stand up to defend violations of the C.S. 
Constitution. 

B, Next Steps 

L Prepared lo litigate 
2* Willing to mediate 

3, Insurance carrier for School Board notified? wc need copy of the 
letter tendering the matter to the insurance company and a cups of 
the policy for the Board if it exists ( this is important because the 
$200,000 paid in the Olathe ease to die AC 11 * attorneys came 
from the insurance policy and not out of die school budget h 

4, Continued Letters to the Lditor and appeal to the wider media. 



5. Ofber organizations, in addition to the ACLU will also he heikimg 
letters to the Board in the very near term, as thes have asked for 
mlbrmation to formulate their letters, 

Goiieiiistoii 

A, We waul this resolved sooner rather than later in the interests of the 
administrators, teachers, children and community. 

B, Other school boards have re\ crsed their position on banning without 
litigaiion < K iter Runner/Illinois). 

CI Giving the Board the benefit of doubi, a was likely never fully briefed on 
the issues and implications surrounding a book ban. and unavsare of the 
Policy designed to keep books in School (Policy o241). 

■D. This \vi!l not "go away." Sandberg/s judgment call that this would "go 
away" was incorrect, The issue will just continue to grow. The only 
solution is to put the book back now. and move forward with belter 
policies. 
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MiJjJ^^ PWa^nes a^d l ; ihn<^ 

~~ United Slates District Cowl. D. Kansas 

Stevana CASP. a Minui, by ami * humph ha patent and iichI friend. Steven CaM\ Steven Ca^\ indtvkhiuby, AnuneL 
Grek a Mmoi. hy and through her parent and next literal C\nthb Gieb; Cynthia Cneb. individually. Rebckka 
Kajuher^. a Minor, by and thfomdi her parent and next Mend, Man -Fanv Kaiuher?; Man -Fane Kamheu\ mdivi 
duallv*. and Sain Pierrot a Minor. h> and through Ins paienf and ne%! iri«*i«l, Ani> Pienon; Aha Phtjod, individually . 

Plainiiftsu 

V. 

CNIPIKD SCHOOL DISTRICT NO 2 S K Johisson < oumy, Kansas. Or. Ron Wimmer. in his capably a- Supenr, 
temlenl o1 Schools, and I >f Unveil Ghosey. in his eapocuy av Principal ol Ohtthr Smith Iheh Si-temlA VUtaLiii* 

No. 94~2H>OGTY. 
Mareh 9, W-L 

Compl&iru 

Shook. Hwdy & Baton P.C.. F HeJerte Halloim, #04K91\ J^ud J av*\ #07357. Mm 1. HulUj., <M:>IP>, -0 
Corporate Woods. Skin Floor, 940! Indian Creek Paikway. P.O, Bok 2M28. Uveihmd Park, Kansas of>22?\ (9!3> 
4M~h06{h Pax: 913-15 1 -8X70, American Civil Liberties Union. Ails Consulship Project, Marjoiie Hems. \M Wt-.t 
43 J d Street New \ork Neu Yoik MM>3b, (212) 98(H). Attorneys tor PlaiminS 

Nature off hi* Action 

1 This actum t> brought piUMUM to 4," i'sC ^ 2^ I'M s $ '* and Kansas stale Ja*. anMnr on? oi the 
\ iofation of rij»hls emu anteed so Plaintiffs by the First ami Fourteenth Amendments io the I hnted Slates Constitution, 
ami i he CiM^ljiyU^^ ^iJi^iS.i.i U • 

Jurisdiction and Wmu 

2. lunsdiction is proper in thi> Court pursuant to 2S U s C I ^ K \ : > h\ and \f^M 

^ Ventie is prtipcr in this Court pursuant to 2h I \S V, I 1 3^1 * h.«. 

Parties 

4 4 PlaintiiT Stevana <S(evieK.\i>>e h a seventeen year old senior at Olathe Vm>a High School and a resident ol Olathc, 
Kansas. She is an honor .student, a National Merit Semi -Finalist piesident ul the student govennncnt, md active in 
speech and dramatics. 

5. Plaintiff Steven Case is a resident e?l Olathe. Kansas and parent o! Plaintiff Stevie Case. He is also a Asp-tune 
teacher at Olathe Past High School. In addition, he has a M>n who h in the ninth gtade m the Olathe School Dtsitict. 

d. Plaint it ( Amanda Greb is a sixteen year old senioi at Olathe South i b)!h School, and a tesident of Olathe. Kans<is. 
She in an tionor iaudeni, a National Merit Semi Finalist, and active in debate and foiensie^. 
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7. PlainuM 1 > nihui (?id i> a loicem ol u hit he, kaiwts and patent ol pLuuuL Amanda < neb She aB<> Jue* a 'on v,*.«< 
is in l he ninth t ; sade m tin- Olathe SUioof Dihlriri. 

8. l*lainull Kehekka (Becky) Kamheie is a M\teeu yeai okl jumot at Olathe South liigh School, and a iesideni at 
Olathe, Kansas, She i.s a 4.0 student, a state champion m\ inn net, and a Scholastic All- American 

9. Fiaiiiiil f Mary-Lane Kambei^ is a restdem of Ofathe. Kansas and p;nent ot Rebekka &amber<j. She aho ha^ a 
dau^htet who b in the fifth p adc in the Ofathe School Disuiu. 

I (I, BJamh ft Sans laciion is a seventeen vcat ok! seniw at Olathe South llndi School, and a resident of Olathe. k.ncav 
He has iceem d av*.auk loi e,\celk me in math and science* is active hi extra cumcolai aematies. and is a tnesnh.M ot 
the school's "(Vhrj'inu-s" learn 

i 1 Phsmtdi IVno:* o a tewdent ol < iLiih^ Kansas and parent ol Sam Pienon She has juo othei i hddien ^ ;,o 

i»e in nrade school in the Obthe School Distiiet. 

1.2. Defendant Unified Sih<*ol I hsti tc! No, ?~n. Johivson Count), Kansas (the **< Haihe School Db»inef * ^ a diny 
unnmi/ed school thstnet of the State of Kansas and commonly known as ihe Olathe School Hist net The Olathe 
School lysine! is responsible lor the operation or Olathe South High School, Olathe Kasi llteh School, and Olatnc 
Nt*rih )\iuh School The Olathe School Di-ajnJ is a piopet parly to this action pursuant to K _S.A ^ 'J >-J f ,j . 

kk Defendant I>k Ron Wimmei is and was at all relevant f lines a resident ui Olathe., kansa.s and the Snperimendem ot 
Schools tor the Olathe School District. Dr. Wimmei oversee* operation oi the three hi|^h schools in the Olathr School 

14. De lent hint Dr. Lowell Ghn^cy is and was at all tetevant tnncs a reMden! of Olathe, Kansas and principal of 0«atkc 
South Us eh School. 

I actual Allegations 

15. The Olathe SJiooi Board (the "Boatd") is the executive fovennne hod> ol the Oknhe School PiMncc. and ts 
comprised ol seven members ejected by reMdem.*> of the Olathe School District. The* Board responsible foi <nei 
seeing die opciatiou and- maintenance of schools within the Ola t lie School DistiicL Its mernbeis <&re: 

* i rank Taclor. Piesident ol the Olatttc School Bnaid; 

« Koivti Dnmimonch \ace-Bresident id the Oknhe Schoid Boaui; 

* Kevin llammeke, 

* Ron I Imkle: 

* Steve f ioytdand. 

* Rick iViajriut: and 

* Jatkn Simpson. 

16. Annie On M\ Mind ikanai, Stians A ( moiix. )982l by N>mcy Ciardco. is a erit ieally acclaimed mnel intended tut 
junior hit'h and hif.h Nclnud inn: readers Anisic On My Mind ("Annie") has received at least t\venr> bierap> av^ads, 
called di-aiijctions, inelodirsy thr Amejiean l./dmn> Association's "Best id' the Best" ihstinction Aecouiiap jo the 
American J duary As^(»enrtioiL the book tells a story v. here *l.ba and Annie meet at New York s Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art. tall in k»\t\ then find that a public dee I ai at ion is too threatening io theii fiiends and ieiati\es " At A Bc^t 
Books for Voun|.: Adults, fiookhst, March 15. I98.i, at 9U). In the New York Times' "Parents Guide to the Best Books 
H>r Child* en 5, 1 at 395, Annie On My Mind h described as "an mutually stiong and nnserUnnental nt?\rh" 
Anothei eiitic sails Atmie a "Huei sweet love story." Booktafk! 2 tILW. WdsonCo., J 985 1 at 1 51). 
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17. On December H. !W, Oiathe School Suponnfeudenr Ron Win unci ^uk-ivd that Annie bt iemowcl Uou, the 
shrives at Oiathe Hiph School hbmnes, t'noi lo that lime. Annie wa> available in the hhtanes a! Olaihc East Hiph 
School and Oiathe South I huh School, ha\hm been purchased and kepi hi ihr hbsamV |ienerai collections since the 
eiuh I^Kik. The hook was available for \oJuntaiy readim* or check -out. and not pan of the eurneuhimoj assigned 
leadine k>i any course taught in ibe Oiathe School Distjicf, 

IK, Di. Wmmiet's deusion to remove the Iniok came at a nmc when special oMereM noups vsese yipne the Shawnee 
Mission SOmuf District and other area school disnhts So censor books thos, eioyps foaml of »fccuonabie ioi pojjru J 
and religious reasons, 

l*i Ahhoupjs the Oiathe School Dishui ne\et ieeei\ed a fosma! lomplaim about \nnte in Vummei levied the 
picsenee oi the hook would make the School District the object oi a»nirovers>. In announcing his ikVisum to pull the 
book from hbrary shelves, 1>, Wimrner suited- 

li is not a matter ol ihe topic, it is the attention thai has geneutcd significant discussion that is not In the tvst mtcjest o! 
the school district, 

Kansas Oit> Star, Wednesday, December Ix IW, a? C- ! At chat time, Ds, Wmmiei ah>o icniaskud thai the public 
schools are "not a place to deal with all the kui^h social issues we have ut our socio*} ,v Id at C-Hk 

20. hi NWniher, 1**03 \mm to announcing his decern to ban the book. Dr. Wmmuri bad appointed a speeu! review 
committee to i:\aluak- the book and leeotnmend whethei it should be retained in die school hbiatu-v The ^vend 
icue^. committee was composed of lihiaihms turns the three hkm selmoh ami Asst^mu Supei mtendem Alisor Iho 
rnkowsM The committee icuewed Ihe book found mai it eas$!> met Do>IikS standard^ and ret ommended it tesnam ,t 
pari ol the library \ reflection. 

2L Dt, Wimmer met with the special tesiew committee a^ain on Deeer;ilvj I K MW, At ihat iixvitnp. I>r. Wtmwvr 
u»KI the coi3i:!iittee thai, o\er the weekend, he had u-wsed the DiMuet\ pohe> on ihe ^Heptaike ol donated hook* 
Aeeoidni^ to Hi WmimeiN neu policy, ho^ks ilonati\l b> speeial intru M ^ioup* wo»U»*ra> hea^epied whcii"siuh 
donauoits du not athocaie a special inteiest agenda euturaty to ihe best tmeust t.f the seJiooi diMr iet and oniv when 
sikh tlon.itiuns are deemed appropriate loi ^renend studeni use/* Oiathe Daily News Dec 21. at >1 Dt. Winnner 

told the ^oiiHiiitlfc that the policy would be enlbiced umlomiiy, aik! dial books ahead> on die sheiu^. hke Huekle 
beny hirui, would remain there. Based on l>i. Wiiiunci*^ siatcments. ioniinhiee niemtvis heln>\ed that Di Wimiiic! 
iiitcitdcd u» loa\c Armie in the lihtaiv 

22. lite nest day, Pi Vummei puhhely aimotinccd that he was baimii^ Atinie horn hhmnes m ihr Di^ti^i 
h was <Kir leehn- thai in fe-atd to a book that has not been eheekrd out or utih/ed oi is mn pail of inn cumeiahu 
pioeiaiu, it would be unnecessary for us to enter a Mtuainm that funb-eietl controveisy or reflect* the appropriate 
vctuceni on the behalf of the community, 

Kansas City Star December 15, 1991 at C-J. 

*M Ai(hoii|di Dr. Wtminer's decision to ban Annie reflected a desue to a\oid eomro%et>>. conttovc^s m.mihde^s 
etKued when shocked teachers, parents and students learned vi his decision lo pull ihe book from library shelves 

()0 januar >' (> ~ Plaintiff Amanda Gieb spoke betoic the Board in opinion lo the bannmo <>i Annie horn he? 

hi^h school libiary, Ms. Cheb piescntcd to the Hoard a petition m i>pposiiHMi to Dr. Wimmer's dectston. signed b> W4 
i Halhe South High School students, ami one parent. Other k festdicd befoie the Hoard, meludin- Plamtdf Stceie Ca^e, 
imrcnu. uml members of the Oiathe community. Piamtifl Stesie Case presented a unanimoiKs tcsolutton of the Olathc 
ba-t student hod> eondciuntng censorship and calline lot ictutn of Annie to the school hbiatv. Other students who 
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spoke culled lor 1 1 ee access to inJounatjon and ideas m school hhianes 

25. bollowine thiil teMimoriv. the Board adjourned io a pmate session A sboM time Jaicj 4 the Boaid n\onvened in 
public and voted 4 2 to suppoit l)i W unmet s decision in remove Annie On My Wind (mm the hiuh n hoot bbi ahes 
The Hoard members who \oted against removal of the N«»k were Kevin 1 Jammeke am! Siexr I loueland 'f he Hoatd 
gave no explanation or justification lor its decision 

26. the neM weeL on jamn«\ I 1. Yh Wmsmcr met with senior at Ojaihe South Hieh Scho^ in explain no 
decision Arnont' those piesoni \u*,ie pkuntdls Amanda Cdeh and Sain I'lenon. D? Wimmer mid die studeras thai 
Boaid members would not rt^.on>Kfer their decision In semove Annie t'mm the lihiaiy, fie said the Board leased a 
backlash Irom members o1 the community who disapprrncd of die book. although in ucw tho'< people Mmpoitec 
tin: ban ior "die wmn^ reasons/" Di, Wimmer told the student he removed the book heeaioe he learn! Ihe disuui 
wou*d be embroiled in eontowersy, lie admitted, however, thai in hindsight, the dvvisiim had created jtiM the oppostie 
effect * n uu leased contrivers}, \h\ Wimmer told the students thai if he had it io do if owi again, he would not nuke 
the same decision, but it was now too hue n» cbarme his nund. 

27. lit. W mm ret met a^ain with students on Jamiaiy 19, HKM Amon>! thove piemen* were pUmMiU Amanda G:eb, 
Si e vie < ase, and Sam i'ienon. Ui. Wmunet told die hijrh si boo! .students that he did nor uaut io ceusoi honks, but th,a 
the removal ot Anrue On Ms Mind was necessity to deal with "a eontm\ers> [?omf on in the utea" and that Jus dc 
cision was "appropriate for the time/* 

2$, At dial Name meetmp. In. Wimmei discussed the Dotsiet's official piocedkue for removing a book bom school 
hm aims The Nsnkt bad a poluy. which is Mill in eiseei, setting out a twelve step whiten prthjedme lo addm^ 
concerns about eumeulum or library material*. According to the policy, when a potion makes a formal lomplamt, tr.e 
sehoid pnncspa; ijiiim attempt !*« nso!vt k die eomplaini ititonnally thioyph discussion \\\\\\ l he library jwium II u.o^' 
efforts taih ihe eomplumt is then referred n« the appixmnale library nrdia coordinator, who appoint a < nunuuk-r ro 
review the Ci>mphdnL The eonmhuee is e ha tpeii wiib leadiin; ihe snhje^i ntaiena! and pre pa run! a vm siren reefer; 
rnendatii>n. Aeeoidmf io the policy. Ihc committee must lake into aeeounl: 

* PhdoNophv of die district, sehtu>J and media center; 

* Pnue iples set lorlh in the Amenean Libiar> As^oetaLion's 'Ubrar% Hill %>\ Ri^hls" and the heedoni;- L»uaianieei3 m 
the i ; irsi Amendment ol the U.S. Ounaiiution; 

* Piofes.sionai review^ and experiences of aura bbianans; an<l icaefiers \s\\h the media idialleneed, 

* Liteiary wutlh oj \hv book as a whole rather than jndimsentb based on selected passages pulled Iron: o\eiall context 

* Principles of intellectual freedom, 

Pursuant to Distriet pohc), the committee's report is hnnished to the buildm!,* pritxipal who *■> respiuvdble io; im 
pie mem me the committee's decision. The fmal step of the process allows foj appeal to the superintendent 

29 ► .At ihe Jauua?) I 4 >, IW4 trjeetin^, Ih, Wimmer acknowledged that otbend pollutes and prou"duies weu to! 
lo\\ed tn the rennnal <*l Anrue, He explained that his ad hoc decision to remme the book was mlended v 'to pieempl the- 
process 5 * and x jump io the last step," 

30. i)n Jannaiy 20. \ ( V)4. ih. Winimer met again with the review eonnmttee, hut stood fnm in his decision to ban the 
book, 

3 L That .same day, I'laintdf Amanda Greb addiessed die (Jlathe South Smdent Government General Assemf^h, w:ach 
thereupon passed a resolution protesting the infringement of students' bnst Amendment rights and calhuc! foi retmn oj 
Ihe book, F.ailier, several MudenU bad proposed a walkout io protest the censorship, but the students deenied -ij'^ium 
countering an illegal action with another illegal action, and the proposal of a walkout was not adopted. 
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On January 10. 1 to increase awaieness ui the Board s action, pkunuH Ste\ie ( ase t ucmatcd ther- a! f >!<idu 
Last lliedr School. The fhers provided basic information about the decision and uipcd Unit nilcresicd students, write the 
School Hoard and attend rhc next School Board tueetmf to reeisici then vh-un 

Vla'muH Amanda Greb thought ilk* is would meiease awaieness ol the issue at Olathe South, am! mentioned he? 
idea to Student Council Secretary Jessica Slites. Ms. Sine- told Ms. Greb to he ^arirluL because the school rctuines 
poor appunal tot I he display at student eieaUrd materials, such a> student po\ eminent campaign poolers. Ms Sides 
cautioned Ms, Greb that die school principal. Di Ghose>. v.ould not allow he? to disti ihnte the fhco> without his psioj 
approval. Following thai discussion. Ms Gieb ashed Vice Principal Ren Taylor whether she needed permission to 
distribute her liicf n, and Mr. I'aylot fold he? thai Dr Ghosey would h.*ve to apprise the fliers behnc they eouhl he 
parsed out to other students 

34 On Juutnin ?6, PJ'M, Platnthl Amanda Gieb asked Ohtthe South Prmctpa! Dr 1 owe^l Gho*c> hn painho i ? <s; to 
distribute lltens that would mfonn other sUidenis oi the decision to ban Annie On M> Mind lhA rho^c\ told Ms. Gieb 
lh.it it she tiled tu distribute am I hers, theie would be A om-eifuenee.C Dt> Ghosey did not e labor ale on what ihose 
"eonseifuences*' would be. Ms. Gieb suggested passim: out Hicks in the pinking Jut, hut apun Dt, Ghosey teiusLd. 
thieatemiu? iutthcr - still unde lined - Aon sequences " Ms Greb asked it she eon id distribute white lapel lihhons hn 
students to wear to show their opposition to the Districts decision; attain the answej w;is no 

35. Late? that day, Ms. Greb met a^ain with !>?. GhoM.y\. *I his nine, she bioueht a fellow student to be a wither Ms 
Greb asked Dr. Ghosey if he had changed his mind about the liters \h Ghosey tohf hei that he had not. lie also 
lermuked on M-. Greh's mtent to distribute white lapel ribbons alone with the fliers. Di G nosey asked Ms Gieb d she 
wa^ aware dial people would think the ribbons Mood for sjppon oi the Ka klm Khm Ms Cheh responded thai the 
ribbons \u>n!d be dtsuibmed \w\U (he iliejs la teuKne un> doubt what they stood hu Di. <iiu>se> then said he i ould 
not allow her to distribute a iber wnh I)t. Wrnnner^ name on it Ms i'hvh pointed *uit that H u a - Do Winunei who 
matle the decision to irmou- Ainue Ironi the school libiai). aiid thcielote lite iher was iaclualJv accurate. Althou-h 
>A-x and I)t. Olio.sey d^apieed on thai point. Ms. Greb thouphi it expt-iheia to iemo\e Dr. Winunefs name Horn the 
iliei, and said she would do so, I h. Ghosey told Ms. (heh M k < could not dmnbtJte the jheis. hut th»at she eoidd pass <uM 
the ribbons il ihete were no complaints. 

Jo "Ihat nighl. Ms. inch jnel with IMaiuttll Ste\ie Case, and they *.on,*alkd the AC l.i " stialeni handboi>k. '1 he H\dih 
of Students \3d Id. I9H8i. o^ardin^ the subject of student neaiaied speck h Ms, C \tse photocopied for Ms. Cireb 
several pa^es fsom the handbook that H;porte<l aufhotity in support ol'hei njihr to chstrsbute the fher>,. 

37. The neM day, Ms Oieb a^ain tnet with Dr. fihosey . She showetl lh Cdiosey sr\era! pafes Hointhe All I student 
haiulhook, and aptin asked if she eontd distribute the Ihei ^. ) h Oh.usev re\ re wed the AC} 1 1 materials, and ijuesnoneil 
M..s, Gieb extensi\el> about the eotneot o( the ther^ am! her plmh ibr djMid>ution> Di Cilu^e\ .ssked Ms, Greb what 
she hoped to accomplish by di stributine the fhet s. Ms. i ireb responded that she hoped to laise students" awareness of 
the Lvsue as well as educate thenu 1 >r. ( ihoNey ttdd her thai students were already awai e oi the issue. He asked her w In , 
ti the Boards action was illegal (as claimed in the liter). Board members had not been attested. Ms. (heh explained to 
Di. Ghosey that the ttoaid's action wa.s a violation of the First and I ontteenth Amendments, am! therefore illegal even 
though no spec the stale ot federal statute had been bioken Di Ghosey <jnestioned her .ibotit who would dtstribute the 
llie-is and wiicn. and stated that passing our tliets befoie school would be disiupthe Ms. Greb reminded Dr. Ghose> 
that Stevie ( ase h:ui eirculaied siindar Hiefs ai Olathe Hast, without incident 

38. Following that exchange, Dr, Ghosey then cr^vd \K. Greb in a discussion o! current Supreme Four* precedent 
re|2ardji)i? the hamntnj of libtaiy bwks. He noted with appioval that Ms. Giel> had deleted Dr. Wimmcr's name ftom 
the Otets, but again stated he had reservations about hei handii\i: out flici% before school and that he would not ad\ ise 
it. Ms. Gteb asked S(vcjlteally d there would be Arousequencc^; |) r . Ghosey said no, theie wotild not be. 
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39. Fsnalh. Dr. Ghoscy told Mv Urch she could distribute the fbetx onlv on oik* occasion, and then conditioned 
upon «hk* day's advance notice. He warned her dial if there was one complaint, permission would ht revoked 

40. Un IVbru.tr> 2. H94. Ms. Gieb $»avc the necessary one days nonce, idling l)i (those) thai the iheis wouid be 
distnbnteo the following da\ Di Ghoscy ai*am admonished her against eau^inf u distmbanec 1 tie fliers v.eu passed 
out on bebsuary 3. 1994. unhoul nit idem, 

41 . f'bmtdis have u::wm to believe thai Di Wt Turner's dr* ision to bitn Atime, whs motivated bv a tear th.»i rdiproas 
and political interest emnps would siiceesslully oppose the Distnit's ;ipconshm bond issue which is scheduled lor 
April \ I 994 When ihr hook became eoniioversial in other school districts, Dr. \Vimmer received telephone calls 
dcrnandmp that dse book be pulU d troni ( )lathe ihyh Sdtool libraries Plamtitfs have teuton to be!ie\e thai -omr of 
ihe calfess threatened Dr. Wimmer, warning hmi to take the book out of the library oi the bond issue would huh A 
local newspapei editorial critidyed the decision to ban Annie, but conceded that the controvert} mieJit adversely 
affect the wav noihc voters view the bond dedion, However that editorial also observed: 

The dislncc also risks losing support by Ihmimv peteeivcd as buckling under to those who would <en>os the readme ol 
outcis. *\ discomfiting precedent has been set brie 

Kansas ('ft) Sr<u tOLthe hditiom. December 25, 1993, a I 2, 

42. The telephone calls to Dj. Wimmer started about the trine Piojeel 21, a national organization, ojteied to donate 
guvthemed hooks to aiea hrdi school binaries. Angry pioiesteis in Kansas City, Missouri, assembled on rhe Men*, ol 
the Kansas Ciiv Sdi< >ol DnaruJ headquaiters and burned a numbci ol hook's, including Annie On Mv Mmd Media 
aitenhop fenciaud by dc-scvciu immediately preceded ihe thtcMcnmf calk toDi, Wimmer Ko lonnii! complaint was 
ever fifed in ihe ( >iathe School Distiict, yet Annie On Mv Mind was pulh-d hum hbrajy shelves in an appaicm attempt 
to appease tho*e who disapproved of the ideas expressed in the book, 

43. The Defendants' decision to ban Annie On Ms Mind was motivated In n desire to avoid controvert) In sup- 
pressrnp the idea-- iontarned m the ?nn>k The educational suitability <44he book was neves questioned 'Ihe decision 
was not motivated by considerations of iites ar> worth, or concern^ over molality. go*?d sasH\ or relevance to edue:»tii»n, 
Dr. Wnnmei told the Oljthe Daily News that the book was banned because "this is a conuovetsy ue do not need to 
br my into the sdiool dtstnet " (Hathf Dadv News. December LS, 1993, at IDA. Defendant^ at tet! to ban Ara;ie C )n My 
Mind f'o? partisan and pohtieal reasons out of a belief that suppressive the ideas ecaUaioecl in Aun;e would further th-eir 
pohtkxd agenda 

-hi Stevie Chsv, adilressinp the Oluihe School Hoat<L reirunded its inentbeis of the DiMf ict's ofbcial policv Concerning 
hbraTv tuateiials. She qutHcd two panares boni that policy, which describes the School Distiiel s eoa : s 

* "To develop uhbin each stui!cijt the skills necessary to jjrt alon^ with ethers, both th*»sc with whom we work and live 

wed ,*s tho^e who^e toeas aic dtllcient to dcvtlop m cadi student tmdei standings, ap-HCv jation attttade^ and «de<e\ 
that are furidarnenlal fo the American way of hie. to develop within each student a knowledge of sdt-worth a> well as 
the worth of others, and als^j to develop in each student an understatidir;^ o! the physical soeiak and evononuc Wi^ki 
in which we Jive." 

* <v To provide materials winch rcllcct the ideas and beliefs of religious, social, pohtieah hrstoncah and ethruc groups 
and their eontnbutii^n to the Arnetieari and world heritage and culture, thereby enabling students to develop an intel- 
lectual inteentv in ionnine judgment/' 

Ms. Case told the Board that keeping Annie m the Hbraiy fuitheis these inipt*rtani goals, 

4^ Before that same hod> Ms Gteb concuncd in Ste\ w\ assessmcnk quotinp L%e htte President Miu) ki ne.eov 
,v \Ve are not afraid to entrust the American people with unpleasant facts, forekn ideas, alien philosophies, and conv 
petibve values, bora nation that is afraid to let its people judge the troth anil falsehood in an open market is a nation 
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thai is afraid ul its people/* 

Ms. (neb concluded hci kstunonv w ith a tjiiote (ton* ihi Aincinan I ihiaty Association, icnmiNteni **l Jn an e OI sc: 
Wendell Holmes: 

'Intellectual tree* lorn, the essence of e<|nnahle, hbras v servieev piomoies up cause. hmheis no movement, mul la\ois 
no viewpoints. It only pi m ides for tree access lc* nil cxpiessmtK of ideas thnuu'tt vJueh any and all snle> of a question, 
cause or movement may be explored Toleration is meaningless without tolerance for what some nu\ con.^des de~ 
testable;" 

Count I 

Claims ol AH Plaintiffs Against the Olatiie School District mi Dr. Hon Wimmer Tor the Violation of Mights 

mirauteed H\ the Cnifed States < onstiitition 

46. HmnMfs incorporate by letcieike parat't aphs I t!mun/h 4^ of uV Complaint and reallege tho-,e tacts as il >pv« 
eiheaUy set truth herein, 

47, The actions, of defendants Olatbe School l>i»fnci ami l)r Ron Wu inner as described herein, have dewed and 
Hdnuged upon rights jruaiantcrd to Plaintiffs h> the htst and J-ouitcetrth Amendments ol the Uniled Stales Consti- 
tution. 

The actions of defendants Oiathe School District and I n Ron Wimmei, as described herein, were motivated hv 
partisan and political considerations and were designed to suppie^s ideas, abridge hecdorn of spoxh and expies-ion, 
deny bee access to information and ideas, and to presriibe what shall he oithodo\ in matter of opinion and belief. 

49 Iht: actions oi defendants Ulalhe School Oimnci and ih. Ron WnmneK as described heiew, weie taken under 
color of slate law in direct violation of Plaintiffs' constitutional lights, and aie thuelote actionable under O i 5/ < 

)OR3. 

BewiiHc of the actions of defendants Olaihc School District and l)i Run Wrmmei. Plamtiff's have Miffered direct 
am! immediate violation of fundamental rij.'hu guaranteed by the United States Constitution and aie thcrclotr entitled 
to injunctive and declaratory rrhef. pursuant to h Jefal Rices td Cj\d Pioc-\;uu :«7 and (>y. and .'^ U,S ( {: io 
rcdtes.s. iemed>, and pttnent future, vitiations of their tights and the n^hls of otheis, 

CfHiflt 11 

CiaioiK of Plaintiff Steven Case hi Ilk Capacity as l eactur Against ilw Olalhe Selionl Ihstrict vain! Or, Ron 
Wiimwer for tlie Violation of High Is Guarantee*! By the United Slates Constitution 

5 L Hainttlf Steven C ase inccuporatc^ by reference pa* apaphs ] thnmyh M) of this Complaint arid realleges those racts 
as d specifically set forth heiein. 

52. Ihv actions of defendant Ohithe SciiooJ I .)isf net arul Dr. Ron Wnnnicr, as desenhed hcteitk ha\c detucd and 
infnneed upon rights guaranteed plaintiff Steven Case by the Mist and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States 
Const! tut ion, 

53, The actions of defendants Olathe School IXstrki and Dr Ron Wimmet, as described heteh), vveie and are in 
violation of plaintiff Steven Cage's i if his as a teacher and patron of the sehuoj library. fX-fendanis 4 actions were ino 
Uvated tn partisan and political considerations and wax designed to suppress inforn?ation and ideas, abridge Irredr^j 
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o| speech and c\pscs<-*nm< dcn> her access to ideas, and k» pie^cnhe what shall be orthodox m matter o\ opinion arid 
belief; 

54. Ihe actions of defendants OJaihc School District and Dr Ron Wnomer arc furthei in \ johitnui o! pianmsb' von 
slii uiionai rii'hts in thai those anion* have denied and infringed upon i'lumhlfs nghi to academic ijeedom as en;n- 
anieed In the l ir^t and Fouitcemh Amendments to the United States Constitution 

55. The actions of defendants Ola the School I hMrict and Dt Run Whnmcr. as described hewn, vu*u- la ken under 
eokn o| m;iu« law in direct violation ul' Plaintiffs constitutional tii? hcs. and air therefore aeimnable undei 4" C s r ; 

fOK \ 

"St;. Because I Mendants' actions, plamtdl Sfexcti Case has MiflVrtfd dncel and nmnedun \soknmn of kamknoenu! 
rights <'uaianteed by the Dmied States Constitution, and is there-lore end? led to injunctive and declaratory rehct. 
pui->tiaM to K. s kJ H «U « 1 f v t Pi*'* c \>iu and o\ and M S( „ \ f' , u> tedre-cs, mw^ **nd pr^ \\u\ he s:i 
violations of his rights and the rights o! otbei>. 

Cmrnl 11! 

ihnm of Plain! iff Amanda Grrh Against the Olatht* School District and Dr. Lovul! Chf*se> Arising Out of the 
Violation of Rights Guaranteed by I fie United Slates Constitution 

57, PLiiniili Amanda Oreh munporates by reference patae.iaphs I thioiijdi 5o of this Complain* and re alleges du^e 
makers a- it specdicalh set hutb hewn. 

5h. "the actions ot defendants i)Llhv School District and Ih. Lowell Ghosr>. as described hewn, luoe denied and 
inffineed upon rights guaranteed lo plaintiff Amanda Oicb by the bust ami I -on nee nth Amendments to the Limed 
Staler Constitution, 

59. Ihc polic> at delendants Oktthe School Dsstnet ami Dt. Lowell t itiosey or pte< pubis* anon/pre d^mhmntn 
and censorship of student expiession is unconstitutional both on us face and as applied to the k,ets of llih ^a»e An 
plication of the policy m this ease \\a-> designed to suppress ideas, abridge freedom of speech and expressmn. <lm> trvr 
.icces^ to udoniiahon and ideas, ami prescribe what shall be onhudox in nwaers i«l opmion and Peheb 

W. T^e actions of tlelciidun!> Olaihe School Di.sliici and f>r. Lowell fdtoscy, as described herein, were taken under 
eok<t ol ^tate law m direct vtolahon of l^aintjlf.s constituiional 3 i^HIn, and arc tficiekue actionable under 4J ! ° r : : 

6L Because of the actions oi defendanb Olathe School District and Dr. Lowell GhoNC), plamldl Amanita CovN hm 
sufiered direct and immediate violation of fundamental mitts guaranteed by the Doited Stale- Constitution and is 
theielore entitled to injunctive and decktiatoiv rebel, puiMiam to J ^krj\ Rnv> of VnA Pm.cdinc 5/ and {£. and 
V S.C\ ^ ?r-OI . to icdresv remedy, and prevent bittne violations of her nukes and the rights oj oihets. 

Count IV 

ClahNSoi Ail Plaiiitiif^ Agabisi All IMvmhmtz l»Vr Vioialnm of M&lm (Guarantied h\ ihe Kansas Cojisfiiulmii 

62 Llaimdl^ inci^porate by reference parae,raph> I tfirough (A of this Complaint and teaheee thosr m^HerN as it >.pe 
ci tic ally set fonh herein. 
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63 1 he actions offhe befendanfs as described hoc in haw denial and uilrintfcd upon n*;hl^ guaranteed to PLsinljli- In 
;he < onsuinnor oi dj^ State oJ Jw bd <d i<K»jK > n 



64, Dek-ndanis actions as described herein were motivate! by pamsan ai>d political cunsidetauons ami \uii ciosbjjird 
to siippii>s> iifcas, abridge freedom of speech and expression, deny bee a^css lo information and ideav ano to pre- 
scribe what shall he oilhodox in mallets of opinion am! bchvl 



C>5, Defendant'^ actuals as den iiix-ti herein were taken under i o!o? ui si ;) u* law in dirtM violators of Plamtm^ con 
stmiUorm! nghK and arc thcreloie aetiooahto nndei the law oi t|, c State oi Kansas 



^Because of Defendants' actions. IlamntK have suffered dheel and iimneahaii: VK»laih»u or f M?iU:*s:H-ia.f1 rigu^ 
guaranteed by the Kansas < aansimitton and are ihetejore emnJcd to dei Jatat.»rv and mjunctne relief to redress! re 
medv. and prevent future violations of their rights and the rights of others 



CLAiMIORKIJJfJ 



WHhRFFORr., PiamtdK <*sk for judgment, in their boor. tnJydiug a declaration lha? the anions of Defendant as 
deMuhcd herein v\eie and ate unconstitutional illegal. \onL and dial the same were in toMtu'.enhon of Lanniitis 
constitutional n^bl^. Hmhn. Pbmtdhs a.sk thai the C ennt oak i Defendant, to retain Ainue On M> Mind in high 
school libraries in the OJaHio School District and thai Anme < in My Mind be ruatk: generally available Co mideiiK 
pareitl^. and Mall of the Ofathe Scfiool lb sine! dunng leguku library homv ;m d under Hie usual conditions prescribed 
loi the use oi library malenafs. Purlher. Vkmufis ask lor pigment that Defendants remibuise HamUlls for timr 
reasonable alcornex's fees, expenses and costs associated whh the mamie nance of fins action pursuant ud/l'M * 
J 1 - and <dl such hjrthei relict as she Court rna> deem |ust and pioper 



Motions, Headings and Hlhvgs t \\^> V io io_pj 



* ^LJlil'j^^H d ApeH HepiHt and Atbdavin A1bda\ n id Dan Bde^^ r\ja> 1 ^. 

* ;^KWi I 7 ? 4 M b^ (hxp^H Report and Affidavit i Report ol Lxperi \\ niK>- Ibuold M YofJn M J ). tApr 5. 

* >^'^ ^ I I ibxpen Keporf and Albdavii) Report ol bxpen W itra-ss J.neJ P Pnifiet^ n, l^v |), (M ar 3!. 
1*M)5) Ordinal linage of rhis Document i FDbj 

* |oo^- \\ | p' N '<,Sf>:^ dUpeil Kepori and AflklaMij Report 4? 1 Ann r arKon Weeks. I'h 1>. iJan 3L :995> Oneinal 
Image ot ihis lUjeuineni (PDi ; > ^ 
•2 VJ* vfij luu (Doekt-tWMar. 1*^4 i 

* !v«M W 1 i/«n 7 (dual Motion. Menioumdmn aiul Air'nk*\ j|) Memojandujii in Suppon oi neiendani*' Moinni i<^r 
Summary Judgement { I W) Un^tnal linage ol tins Doenmenf {TDlj 

* f°74 \M li^'r?*: (Expert Kepnrc and Affrdav M m Report oi \ffhUir oi [hanne Nk Mee Hopkins Vh 1) Hl^ f ^1i 
Original linage oHhss !>oeument (PIWi 

Stevana CASH, a Minor. b> and throagh hei parent and twx\ InemL Su-\u« < ast; Steven Caw. i»diMdua]|>, Amanita 
C^reb, a Minor, by and through her parenf and itrxr biaui (\rnhi.i (neb: (\ndda (ireb, inJi\klual!\V HebekKa 
Kantberg. a Minor, b> and through her pareiii and next luetid Mar >- Lane Kainber.e. Mat^-bane Kaniben* rrkliM 
duall>; and Sam Fieiron, a Minor, by and through his parent ami next inend. Anr> Fieiion: Amv Pieiron, tndiVidnabs 
PhntUdls, v. UMI 141 iU SCHOOL OIS LRICL 
1994 WL 1 64379^4 (l).Kan. ) (1 rial Pleading ) 
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Stockton R~i School District 




906 &«t£ Street 
PA 8m t90 



Ph** WJ76.5743 

Fm 477J76J765 



July 28. 2010 



Chen I Y. Mareum 
20340 S. flwv.il 
Stockton. MO 65785 



Re: Book Issue 



Dear Ms. Marcum: 

'1 his is a follow up to the questions that were posed to the Board in writing durine the 
most reeent hoard of education meeting, Al that time Mr. IMe indicated to urn that 
responses would he forthcoming hi due course. 

However, in Nghi of the motion thai was approved In the hoard mode alter the questions 
were posed, we believe that it is most appropriate to defer responding to the questions 
until at or after the hoard meeting ai which the issues regarding the hook are 
reconsidered, As you know, the hoard has requested additional Input from the re\ iew 
committee and it is highh prohahie that oilier information will he presented either hy 
those for and those opposed to the hook, as well as internal ly from the hoard's own ~ 
consideration of the issues, Since all of the questions posed will be affected hy the 
reconsideration, and because we expect many of (he questions to he answered in the 
course of proceedings during the reconsideration, a formal response at this time, in light 
of the hoard's decision to reconsider its previous vote, is premature. 



Yours truly. 



Shannon IX Snow. Superintendent 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 



<srumme!@windstream.net> 
<ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 
Tuesday - August 17, 2010 10:54 AM 
Stockton R-l Board of Education Action 



To the Stockton R-l School Board 

I support the Stockton R-l School Board in their decision to remove the hook, "The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian 11 from the classroom and the school library. 

Even though the story may have some merit, I believe that because of the pervasively 
vulgar language, it is inappropriate to have in our school. 

Respectfully, 
Susie Rummei 
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From; "steve ewing" <fsbc!ifeguard@windstream.net> 

To: <ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 

Date: Wednesday - August 18, 2010 9:10 AM 

Subject: you're right 



Shannon/Stockton School Board, 



First of all I would like to say thank you for doing what is right. Many 
times in our lives people are quick to point out when we are wrong or when 
we make a mistake, however when we do things that are right and good we 
seldom get praised for it. With the decision you have made in dealing with 
the book and its contents you have took a stand and done what is best for 
our kids. Now rather than being praised for your decision you are being 
attacked. My opinion is exactly that, mine, however in the last month I have 
talked to many parents and many teenagers who understand and support you and 
have that same opinion. We want you to know that we appreciate what you are 
doing. Being a school board member can be a thankless job I'm sure. You may 
be tempted to say that you don't need the headaches and that you will not 
run for re-election, but you have taken a huge stand for our kids. A stand 
that the next person may not take. Again I would like to say thanks and that 
my prayers are with you. 



Steve Ewing 
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From: "Michael Tunnell" <mktunnell@windstream.net> 

To: <ssnow@stockton.kl2.mo.us> 

Date: Wednesday - August 18, 2010 7:39 AM 

Subject: Book Banning 



Board of Education, 



I want you to know that I support your decision to exclude this book from 
our school. I understand the materials included in the book contain things 
that unfortunately too many children face and deal with in today's society; 
but that doesn't mean that is what we must teach from our educational 
system. Some things need and must be taught at home. Thank you for making 
a stand for what you believe to be right and not what someone else wants you 
to think. 



Michael Tunnell 
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Mr. Doug Bouncy 

Chief Counsel and Legal Director 

ACLU of Kansas & Western Missouri 

360] Main Street 

Kansas City MO 651 1 1 



Dear Mr. Bomiey: 

Consistent with my letter to you of July 14, 2010 this is to advise that the Board of Directors of 
the Stockton R~] School District did meet in executive session with me as legal counsel 
yesterday evening. Subsequently, in open session, a motion was made and approved that the 
decision of the Board on April 15. 20 10 he reconsidered at a special meeting of the Board at a 
time and date to he determined based upon receipt of a revised report from the Review 
Committee, 

In that connection, the Board effectively "remanded" the issue of "The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Pan-Time huHan" to the Review Committee for a more detailed explanation regarding 
majority and minority findings, irany, as to whether the book is educationally suitable for use in 
the Stockton High School whether there is vulgarity and sexual references in the book so as to 
cause it to be pervasively vulgar or contain content that is sexually inappropriate lor students to 
whom the book would be available if it remained in the library together with a request for factual 
basis for a determination of yes or no and a further request that if retention of the book in the 
school library is recommended with restrictions, for a further explanation of those restrictions 
that the Committee suggests. 

Following receipt of the more detailed report from the Review Committee, the Board will need 
to call a special meeting at which time each side will be allocated a reasonable period to address 
the pros and cons as to the content of the book. The Board is primarily concerned vulh the 
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Committee's comments ami public input regarding the graphic language and sexual it)' described 
in the book. A public vote will be taken following the hearing on the motion to reconsider after 
the Board receives the Review Committee and public comment and of course, their own 
conclusions from their personal review of the material 

Please ad\ ise if \ou wish to he notified as to the date and time of the Board meeting. 



Yours truly. 



DOIJC.'LAS, HA UN & IIHIUKMANN, PX\ 




KDD/bn 



cc: 



Shannon Snow-' * "" 




DOUGLAS, HA UN & HEIDEMANN, VX\ 

sirrokSTJ'SA7 law 



UNIVERSI TY 

20 July 2010 

Child Pvle. School Board President 
Stockton R-J School District School Board 
90h South Si reel 
PO Box 190 
Stockton, MO 65785 

Dear Mr. Chad Pyie and Other Members oflhe Stockton R~l District Schou! Board, 

As members oflhe hnglish Department al Missouri Slate, we wrifc to support the return 
of Sherman Alexie\s novel 77/e Absolutely True Diary of a Ton* Time Indian lo the Stockton 
High School Library. We also find Alexie's novel appropriate for a care full} considered 
curriculum suitable for students in Grades 9 12. We understand that others have weighed in on 
the legal matters of removing a hook from a Hhran or a curriculum. We wish to speak to the 
literary and educational value of AIexie\s novel, 

Dr. kmc 1 loogestraat a Professor in Publish, has read and reviewed Alexie's novel The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Pun-Time Indian and offers the follow ing report; 

In this novel. Sherman Alexic narrates the story of Ins main character-Arnold 
Spirit. ir\ --a Native American young man born with encephalitis, and relentless!) bullied 
ior his disabilities. When Arnold chooses to transfer to an all-while school twenty-two 
miles away from his home because he seeks a better education, the bullying b\ other 
students, and in one case a parent, onh worsens. Whale the hull) ing characters do use 
monii language. Alexie makes very clear in the immediate context that the characters are 
in the wrong and that their actions and their speech are despicable. 

1 could almost predict winch are the relathelv lew passages from (lie novel that 
are being quoted out of their context as objectionable. In cases such Co tins one* what 
often happens is that a relatively small list of passages {.supplied either b\ an individual 
or b\ an external political group) are distributed as representative of the oxerall novel / 
wish to assure the Hoard thai Alexie \s primary purpose in the novel is not to engage in 
vulgarity Jar its own sake, to present prurient or pornographic material, or in any way to 
foster discrimination. 

Instead, Alexie \s now/ stands as a literary r C p? escalation with a strong ami- 
bullying message, and the strongest anti-alcohol message 1 have ever encountered tn 
literature. The anti-alcohol message in particular is couched in terms where it inieht 
register with students in ( irades 9 - 1 2. I hat is not a small point, and one I presume 
would be very much in keeping with community standards in Stockhm. 

In addition, Alexie uses humor and iron) throughout the now) to convex 
imponani information about cross-cultural understanding between Name American 
people and White Americans. I finished reading the mnel with u strong sctisi thai Alexie 

DZPAHTMUHT OF ENGLISH 
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succeeded in his goal^ of providing such understanding, and I close h\ quoting a passage 
from Dear the end of the novel Alexie's main character, Arnold* has jus! returned io his 
all. white high school alter a funeral for his sister, who died tragical!) from alcohol 
poisoning: 

1 walked through I he snow for a few miles until a white BI A worker 
picked me up and delivered me to (lie front dooi, 

I walked inside, into the crowded hallv\a\ ^ and ail sori> of ho>s and girls, 
and teachers, came up and hugged me and slapped my shoulder and ghe me little 
punches in the belly. 

The}' were worried for me. They wanted to help me with my pain 

I was important io them. 

1 ii laile r ed . 

Wow, 

All of' these white kids and teachers, who were so suspicious of nu when I 
first arriv ed, had learned to care about me. Maybe some of them e\en loved me. 
And fd been so suspicious of them. And mm 1 eared about a lot of them. And 
loved a few of therm <2 1 2-2 1 3 1 



1 hat passage, late in the novel summarizes the central idea of the entire book, Re- 
reading the passage as 1 t\ ped it, 1 found it extreme!) moving and full of educational 
value for both students and adults. 



Again, as members of the English Department, we endorse Dr. HoogestraaFs report We 
recommend that the novel be returned to the library and support its being included in appropriat 
curriculum, Please do not hesitate to contact any of one of us if we might be of assistance in air 
way. 

Respectfully. 



Dr. Jane Iloogeslraah Prole>sor of Fnglish 

Ms. Carolyn Hem Free. Instructor of Fnglish 

Dr. Mariamhe Karanikis, Assoc. Professor of Lavish 

Ms. Magdalena Berry, Instructor of Fnglish 

Dr. W. D. BlackmoiL Fnglish Department Chair 

Mr, John R. Turner, Instructor of I English 

Dr. Marcus Cafagna, Assoc. Professor of Fnglish 

Dr. Matthew Calihmam Asst. Professor of Fnglish 
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Book Review Committee 
August 5, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. 
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1 is the book educationally suitable for use in the Stockton High School classrooms? Please 
explain the basis for majority and minority opinions regarding th.s quest.on. 

A .ember states that her opinion would be the same, that it should he puHed from tNe^ 
remain in the school library marked for content. She turned in a written statement attached to these 
notes As a member of the original committee, she explained that a consensus was reached by the 
other group, but that there were extreme opinions on both sides. She did not fee. it was educat.ona.ly 

syllable, 

Another member of the committee felt that there were a lot of issues in book and those issues are ones 
that resonate with kids - not something for middle school, but valuable as learning tool at HS. He saw 
kids in detention that were non readers who had meaningful discussions about the book. Kids 
understood the story. Kids never referenced the things that, in his opinion were not acceptable for MS 
students, but HS students used the language. He did not find it to be that inappropnate for the ways .t 
was used. Story has more message that, just those parts. The book reached kids that no other boo d,d. 
Kids were talking about story, about hope, not language. He said -In that respect, I do think thai it has 
educational suitability." 

Another committee member asked, what is the objective of the book? 

The communication arts teacher on the committee answered that it addresses the HS Course Level 
Expectations of summarizing, relationship, text to text, text to self, text to world, connections, n the 
novel. It also addressed, bullying, how to cope, how to relate, how to see hope in the real world. 

He felt it was also applicabie to career research, looking at different cultures, and multi-cultural lessons. 



"I have taught novel based teaching for 27 years and have taught in small town of native Alaskans, {the 
committee member saying tins mack- this coneitiun . I taoRM in A/ and worked with liisiianu 
faring the*? W me type* of problems. I alio grew up if. AK. and knew a lot of of kids from native Al<.ski,m 
families who faced tin- same trials that Alexie did.} Yes, I see that the other content is there. If you 
took that out, kids would not buy into it. Language is no problem for me. Not necessarily something 
that is right, but they wont relate if it is not. That is where these kids relate to the book. The book won 
award;-, b/c kids can see themselves, not in the language, in the fact that the kid was a loser, but he 
wanted better, lie sought to make his life better, but kids in small town need to understand that there is 
something better." 

Another teacher explained that the culture diversity addressed in the book is applicable to social 
science. She discussed the intended audience, purpose of language, and pointed to question 10 at the 
end of the book. 

She said "Do I use that language in my daily life? No. Do I let my kids? Preferably not." How would a 
teacher in the classroom lead a discussion about this? I read the question {#10). I would say that this 
book is suitable for use in the high school classroom. She also mentioned author's voice. 

Another member of the committee admitted that he had a different reaction to questions. Questions 
ruined the book, he wanted to enjoy it. It was a good read. His background has been working with 
youth my entire adult life, and he currently works with youth. He stated that some youth is appropriate 
for, some very inappropriate for. Some cannot handle the book. He brought up the example of a 
student that he knew personally, who would have a difficult time separating language in book from 
language in school. He stated that he would find difficult as a teacher for there to be a double standard, 
language that we can't use, but then expecting students not to model behavior that teachers are having 
them read. ° 

At same time, it is not appropriate, he would expect that educators could express their views without 
using these colorful metaphors. He said that he found other ways to express himself, and encouraged 
young adults to express themselves another way. He stated that he didn't think you can use the book 
for every child 

As to the question of it being educational suitable? He stated #1, if these are goals, there may be other 
books, if teachers are not looking into the other books they are missing their job and responsibility. He 
stated "I don't think at any time I would want my daughters to read the book. When I want to teach 
about sexuality I will teach them and my wife will teach them. I don't want a teacher doing that." 

I agree that it should be left in the library with restrictions 

He mentioned that the author's own website warns that there is profane content in the book. Reviews 
about the book that he read say that it will be banned. 



Another member staled thai it was probably about 6th grade level, and not challenging. White he 
understands how it is to get kids to read and said reading is key to education, he didn't, think it. was well 
written - it was too easy to read for HS. He also stated that he disagreed with vulgarity in book. And 
had kids who read the book, some liked it. But he stated that, as an adult, he didn't think the language 
is appropriate. 

The principal said there are some of the lessons that are good and there were lots of good targeted 
ideas by teacher, messages of hope, etc. He stated "I wish it didn't have language/' "I would think there 
would be other books that would be more suitable," As an administrator, you would hope that teachers 
would handle the situation arid hope that you can trust in your teachers that they would go about things 
the right way. The problem is going to happen in health class, li is a double edge sword. Was there 
value in what was being taught? Absolutely/' 

Another member stated that there was redeeming value such as, perseverance but said other books 
could have been chosen for the same themes. 

Another member said it was a double edge sword and would not. let their 12 year old read it, but would 
their 16 year old, She said that, she would like to have prior knowledge so that she can discuss it with 
her child. She also stated that she wished that the language was not there. 

Another member said she felt the same way, it was a double edge sword. She felt like the easy reading 
level was not an issue for her because not all kids read at the same level. Her daughter read the book, 
and when she asked her daughter about it, the daughter did not notice the language, She said her 
daughter was a reader and didn't dwell on the language. But she also felt that her 13 year old son was 
not mature enough to handle the book. 

Another member stated that it was on the recommended reading list of her friend's daughter, and her 
son said it was not a bad book. She also stated that she had covered language and meaning with her 
son. And that as a parent, she would encourage her son to read it. 

One member asked what classes read this book? The answer was given as it was supposed to be all 9- 12 
students, but only the 9 m and 10 th grades read completely and the 3 V h grade was in the middle when 
the book was challenged. 

One member reported that one website he looked at rated the book questionable until after 10 1?i grade 
level. 

Another member said that society has regressed and tolerated language that would have been 
inappropriate in the past. 

The results of the vote for Question M Is the book educationally suitable for use in the Stockton 
High School classrooms? Please explain the basis for majority and minority opinions regarding 
this question. 



wm 



5 suitable 
4 not suitable 



2. is there such vulgarity and sexual references in the book as to cause It to be pervasively vulgar or 
contain content that is sexually inappropriate for High School students in grades 9-12? 
{The committee felt that by including the word "some" before High School students it made it a more 
answerable question. So the question that the committee decided to address was as follows) 

Is there such vulgarity and sexual references in the book as to cause it to be pervasively vulgar or 
contain content thai is sexually inappropriate for some High School students in grades 9 12? 

One committee member said that some language in the book would be language that students or staff 
member would be disciplined for, 

Another member said that inappropriate language was interlaced throughout the book, citing the book's 
discussion of both a metaphorical and actual erection. He said that some mentions were metaphorical 
and some were real and all of them were inappropriate, He went on to say that they were 
inappropriate for every student, and highly inappropriate for a number of students in our school that he 
had personal knowledge of 

Another member agreed that it was inappropriate, especially for mixed company. 
Another stated that they agreed with that. 

As to factual basis, the high school principal said that m our handbook addressed such language and that 
it would not be tolerated. He said that "if I walked by classroom, heard the f- word or talking about 
erections" according to our policy in the handbook which addresses verbal or written use of profane 
language, that the student would be disciplined, With the consequence ranging from getting on to the 
student, or OSS if bad enough. He also stated that if they said that to a teacher, they would be 'gone'. 
So by basing on that factual information, it is not appropriate, 

He stated that some things don't need to be in there to get the message across. In his own experience, 
his English teacher would not have introduced the book. 

There was also discussion of how many books could be removed from library because of language. 

Another member of the committee said that to determine which students are ready to handle certain 
books, we should trust the teacher in classroom, but let the parents decide. They said we need to be up 
front to parent, with a well stated description, it can still be something that is read. They said that by 
putting in library and tagging it, parent can decide. If the book is marked, you (a parent's child) don't get 
to read sL 



Another member said that in a classroom we put some kids in a situation that would not feel 
comfortable standing up and saying the book was awkward for them. 

Another person said that we need to protect parents right to decide. And that the teachers probably 
had good intentions* 

Another member said "Is it pervasively vulgar? The author's tone was 14 year old boy. Some kids use 
that language. Yes, it is pervasively vulgar/' 

Another said "I don't find language appropriate, but it fits the story, it is according to authors intent. 
That is what he {the boy in the story} would have used. I don't find it pervasive, do I find it. appropriate 
for Middle School? Absolutely not, maybe 10 th and above - some kids are ready, some are not, but do 
we limit it and take it away from all. Give kids choices." {1 hi* tikm^t wus, made U. iLniy \hv \{«h: ,>j,it 
from ihf member who said it "it s^ do I find it approbate lor Middle School? dusoliuely r.uL h 
should be absolutely, but not inappropriate for some High School students.") 

A member agreed that it was maybe not for all students, 

Is it vulgar and contain references that are inappropriate for 9-12 grades? 

An original committee member stated that the first committee discussed two issues: classroom and 
library in one sense the question is unfair, some said yes, some no, 

Another member of the committee said that to answer Ml we should answer 3 & 4, what are the 
concerns thai would limit the use of this? 

A member stated when it is a library book, students can choose, but to be part of curriculum-that is 
mandatory. Students had the option (to ask for an alternative), but how many once started, would ask 
for alternative. Peer pressure would be too great, especially if the student encountered inappropriate 
language and were uncomfortable after the book had been started. The student would feel pressure to 
continue with the same book. 

Another said that there would be an extreme amount of pressure 

Parents should be given more info about the curriculum, so they can decide. 

One member said that even in 10 through 12th grade some students could be still offended. 

Another member said that he didn't envy the HS principal. And was concerned about how to enforce 
double standard. It might, be optional curriculum but didn't feel it was appropriate for all. 

The results of the vote for Question Ml Is there such vulgarity and sexual references in the book 
as to cause it to be pervasively vulgar or contain content that is sexually inappropriate for some 
High School students in grades 9-12? 



was 



9 Yes-pervasively vulgar/inappropriate 
Na not vulgar/inappropriate 

3. If yes, describe the factual basis for such determination. 

Personal conviction, maturity level, school policy and parent choice were the reasons given by the 
members of the committee. 

4. If no, describe the factual basis for such determination. 

There were no committee members who answered no to Question 2 {Is there such vulgarity and sexual 
references in the book as to cause it to be pervasively vulgar or contain content that b sexudfiy 
inappropriate for some High School students in grades 9 12?} so this question was not addressed. 



5. If retention of the book in the school library is recommended by either a majority or minority 
of the committee with restrictions, explain the specific restrictions that are suggested, 

The High School Librarian said that all incoming freshmen attended meetings that tells them that an 
orange star marking on a book signifies adult content. She said that kids should know that it is in there. 

Discussed possibility of limiting the book to grades 11-12. 

A member of the committee asked "Is there anything that a parent approves with orange star book, or is 
it left to the student?" The librarian said that parents can call and request their child does not check 
out with orange star labeling but indicated that information instructing a parent to do so, is not 
published in our student policy book, and that information is not widely available/known by parents, 

Another member stated that as a parent, he had to sign to allow kids to use internet, etc. at school. 

A teacher on the committee said that "As a teacher, I contact parents to let them know that the content 
of the book {chosen by their child} may be inappropriate/' He also said that the MS librarian keeps a 
close eye on it 

He said that he had his own books that student may borrow from his classroom, but that he doesn't let 
them go out unless he has a note from the parent. He said that he always makes sure that kids are 
aware that there is inappropriate language in the book, or parents know. 

Another member said that, as parent of HS student she trusts her son to drive a car, and trusts him to 
check out a book and to return it if it is inappropriate. She was not in favor of a permission slip. It would 
be just another piece of paper. 



Somehow designed as containing objectionable material - 
suggestion as parent 



library should review their policy - my 



i 



Another member of the committee said that it definitely needs sortie form of labeling. 
Another said that the way it has been handled in past has been acceptable. 
The recommendation of each member is as follows: 

1. Recommend retaining the book with current restriction 

2. Same 

3. Agree with that 

4. Current restriction policy 

5. Restrict with current policy 

6. Am willing to live with that 

7. Def in agreement with restriction under current policy 

8. Same 

9. Prefers that it would not be in school at all 

ADDITIONS BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
ONE MEMBER SENT IN THIS SUGGESTION 

On page 4 lowani the top it ^iys do I find it appropsuu* lot MuuJIe hcol? absolute/ noi n should he 
absolutely, Uu not inappropriate for some H*Vh School studHiU. As fut ihe rvsiatem-ni ol tn«- qu.->t,un 
i still feel that it should include that, although it is inappropriate lor some, it is appu.pjiate lor other:. 
Why do we only have to address the negative. Thdt is why I voted yes. We rannot assume thai thk-y whl 
iaku thdt aspect for grante d. 

ANOTHER MEMBER'S SUGGESTION 

I would just correct the result for Question #2 so thai ir reads something like: 

9 Yes - pervasively vulgjr and sexudily inappropriate for some students {Change made} 

No, 

Otherwise it louks like the committee was unanimous in thinMiift the hook was suitable, which conflicts 
with the result in Question til. 

Abo, although 1 may have said it wronc «it the meeting i do not feel the hook is appropriate for 
twtkuhun, even if it h optional 



ANOTHER MEMBER SAID THIS 

The Mirnmaiy ai tlie end confused rne. clearly stale in the uimnwiry ihat the 

deci^un/ietuinrnerrJdUoii would he to re>tnn Hon? I he < la** com curriculum, p^r^i ,n Hit. Nhn 
clearly marked for content. 



Kach speaker will he allotted 3 minutes or less to speak. There will be a total time limit 
for each group of speakers of 3D minutes. Bill l:dgar and Deborah Caldwell-Sione have 
been told that they will onh be able to speak if time remains of the 30 minutes for \ iew 
of those who want to return the book. So. if time remains. the> will be given 3 minutes 
each. 

fa favor of retimimt* the hook 
Larry Pursle} / _ \<b&t — 



Man Alice Morris (// — %*s t , 
Jon Kail /// ~^ <> c 
Jaek Roy iff ^ f> 
Kim Ilammons -/// 

Bob I lendrickson ill _ ^ ^ t ^( C 

Ginger Mendriekson llf~~u^ 
Angela Drake /// — Jr 
Dakota Frieze/// — iS 
Mitch Ross/// — Sc 
Jeff Stacy on behalf of MSI A I 
Cheryl Maretim Hf~/CA«r- 
Bill lukar. Nil Hf>*c 



Deborah Caldwell-Stone* American Library Association /|| . if^e. 



/#* support of the removal of the hook 

Randy Steele III - 

Da\e Sieinmuller HI — *£<'^<~ 

Mark Applegatel/ ~ V* *>~c 

Robert Belli- 4 - ^ 

Wayne P\ Ic //// - $ <M* 

Dan Millard (Jim Roller will be presenting Dan's statement) III - J«-***e- 

Mike Molzkneeht Hill- Xv^'ttU — ' 

Jim Phillips II 3r 

Rick Pohlsander III — *iC<<oc<c*. 

John Rummel - /W>wU /^ 

At the Board Presidcnrs discretion there may be 10 additional minutes given. Each 
person should be limited to comments less than % seconds, The President will call the 
names if he wonts to recognize these individuals. 



Address lo the Board, 9/08/2010 

Angela Drake, mother of four boys, attorney, taxpayer 

My name is Angela Drake. I am the mother of four boys - three graduated, one to go. I am an attorney 
and a taxpayer. I urge the Board put the book back in the curriculum and library. 

Our school must cater to the interests of all students - this is not a home school environment, this is not 
a private school What goes in the public school should not be based upon a popularity vote. As a general rule, 
all National Book Award winners should be part of our student's experience. I am not a literary expert, but 
those who are - including our Communication Arts Teachers, the National Council offeachers of English and 
the MSI) English Department - have told you the book should be in the library and curriculum. 

I urge you to beware of people who isolate certain passages and take them out of context. That is the 
oldest trick in the book. People don't like it when lawyers, journalists and politicians only tell half the story, 
'I he law provides that telling half the story is as much a fraud as out -right lying. Consider the Bible, if a passage 
is taken out of context, one may think the Bible is about sodomy and bestiality. 

The National Council of Teachers explained it well in their letter, 'The ethical and literary value of a 
work is distorted if one focuses only on particular words, passages or segments."*... 

I realize many will say, "that's just some national group ~~ they are not from around here - they are not 
our community." That myopic view undercuts the mission statement of this school which is to equip our 
students for the community, nation and world Ami, if s not just the National Council of Teachers sounding an 
alert The MSU English Department which is close to home, told you the book contains vt a strong anti bullying 
message, and the strongest anti-alcohol message ever encountered in liteiaturev* 

As Board members, you must heed these words. Our students deserve decision making based upon a full 
review of the matter, not snippets taken out of context. I am puzzled by the decision making process leading to 
the book ban in the first place. We know the challenge form was not dated until the day after the March Board 
meeting, so there could not have been any legal discussion of the ban at the March meeting. We know there was 
m discussion at the April meeting when the ban was effected. Therefore, only two conclusions can be reached: 
1) there was no board discussion about the book prior to the ban or 2) there was a discussion, which did not 
comply with the Sunshine Law. Hither result is unfortunate. 

As a mother, J want my son to have this book in his High School English class. If you are going to deny 
him this opportunity, I want to know why, and hear a reasoned discussion at a public meeting based on accurate 
information. It is my hope you will be intellectually honest, and true to your responsibility as a board member, 
and find yourself putting the book back for my son and others. 



Prepared by Bill Edgar {Phone 417-886-8856; Email; biHedgar^misspunstate^lul September 3, 2010 

My name is Bill Edgar, and I am the director of the school library media program at Missouri Slate. I'd like to talk to you ibis evening 
about how this novel shows the wonderful progression of a young boy, I read Mr, Afexie's book and \ enjoyed it, laughing out loud 
several times. I'd like to read you the caption quote and some very brief excerpts of the novel Then ill tie my own experiences to 
them and to some goals of libraries, 

The caption quote is: There is another world but it is in this one— WB Yeats 

The young narrator, Arnold, opens the book with this explanation a! his Native American background: 

And it's not like my mother and father were born into wealth. It's not like they gambled away their family fortunes. My paremi 
came from poor people who came from poor people who came from poor people, all the way back to the very first poor 
people. ,, 

Seriously, I know my mother and father had their dreams when they were kids. They dreamed about being something other 
than poor, but they never got the chance to be anything because nobody paid attention to their dreams. 

ft sucks to be poor, and it sucks to fee! that you somehow deserve to be poor. You start believing that you're poor because 
you're stupid and ugly. And you start believing that you're stupid and ugly because you're Indian. And because you're Indian you 
start believing you're destined to be poor, it's an ugly circle and there's nothing you can do about it, 

Poverty doesn't give you strength or teach you lessons about perseverance, No, poverty only teaches you to be poor. (pp. 11-13; 

A little while later ?. white teacher on the reservation encourages him to move ahead in spite of his physical handicaps: 

"You've been fighting since you were born/' he said, "You fought off that brain surgery. You fought off those seizures. You 
fought off all the drunks and drug addicts You've kept your hope. And now you have to take your hope and go somewhere 
where other people have hope" (p 43) 

Shortly after this, Arnold realizes whereto find hope when he participates in an academic competition against white kids >n Reardom 
the next town over from the reservation: 

I W as the only kid, white or Indian, who knew that Charles Dickens wrote a Tate of Two Cities. And let me tefi you, we Indians 
were the worst of times and those Reardan kids were the best of times, 

Those kids wew magnificent. 

They knew everything 

And they were beautiful, 

They were beautiful and smart, 

They were beautiful and smart and epic. 

They were filled with hope. <p, 50} 

Soon Arnold switches schools to attend the high school in Reardon, where he begins to succeed in several ways, including playing 
basketball: 

Overnight I became a good player, 

! suppose it had something to do with confidence. I mean, I'd always been the lowest Indian on the reservation totem pole -I 
wasn't expected to be good and so I wasn't. But in Reardan my coach and the other players wanted me to be good. The needed 
me to be good. They expected me to be good. And I became good. 



I wanted to Hve up to expectations. 



I guess that's what it comes down to. 



The power of expectations. 

The Native American poverty Arnold describes~and the beginning of his progression above it-are worlds that do exist. I've been 
teaching people to become librarians for almost 10 years. Before I came io MSU I taught out at the University of Arizona ir. Tucson. 
During my time there, my wife and 1 traveled extensively around the state and visited a number of the major Native American 
reservations-the Navajo, the Hops, the Apachee, TohnoOodam. What we saw there was startling, immense natural beauty and 
gritty, grinding poverty. 

Monument Valley, in the Navajo reservation, is famous as the place where many of the Westerns done by John Ford were fumed. 
While visiting there, my wife and I met a Native American woman who sold her own handmade jewelry under a rickety lean-to, with 
her emaciated mule roped up to one of its poles, The mule is how she and her merchandise got there, and this is what she did every 
day to survive. 

The next day we were traveling down from southern Utah, all the way through most of the Navajo Reservation in Northern Arizona, 
on our way to Flagstaff. As we were driving we noticed old, dilapidated trailers by the side of the road, with cars parked next, to 
them. These were obviously the homes of the Native Americans. What puzzled us though was that many of the trailers had huge 
tires, the kind that 18 wheel trucks use, on their roofs, When we asked about it in flagstaff, we were told, ''Oh, the tires are how 
they keep the trailer's roof from being blown off/' These people have so little money they don't even have roofs on their trailers thut 
are nailed down* 

While in Arizona I also had the opportunity to teach students in a University program called Knowledge River, This provided Native 
Americans the opportunity to become librarians. It was wonderful to get to know some of them and learn of their deep love for their 
tribes but also of the;r strong desire to overcome difficult backgrounds and go out into the larger world. Reading Mr. Alexie's nove! 
reminded me that I met these Knowledge River students much later in a progression thai the book's narrator, Arnold Spirit was only 
beginning. My conversations with them, and my experiences on the reservations themselves, convince me that Arnold's story is an 
accurate depiction of their lives. 

Libraries have many goals. They promote literacy generally and information literacy in particular. They support the development of 
subject knowledge. They support critical thinking. They enable their users to pursue persona! interests. As they do these things, they 
provide access to content that conveys different aspects of our world. 

Therefore, not having a library at all can be considered one extreme in which these are not conveyed at all On the other extreme, 
though, public and academic libraries provide content to adults, and they provide relatively little evaluative guidance as to the 
appropriateness of materials. So adults explore library materials on their own, and that makes sense because they are adults. 

However, because they serve children, school libraries exist in the middle, They convey the widely different realities that exist, but 
they provide guidance to the children as they read the material They do this through advrnng students on what to read, book-talks, 
book discussion groups, and other means. 

Emulating this seems to me to foe a promising solution to the question of Mr. Alexie's novel: Have students read Mr. Alexie's novel 
but, as has been done, read it with them, in class, in the school library, or at home using a classroom or library copy. Tell them what 
you hke and don't like about it Let them know that it describes a reality that does exist, even though it might be far from their own 
experience. Who knows? ft might be that some of them go live in the West, as I had the chance to do, and meet these people. It 
could be, even, that some might be able to contribute to improving the condition of Native American people. 

My point is that this novel is a realistic story of one young boy struggling with a difficult background and successfully beginning to 
overcome it. instead of removing an expression of this world and Arnold's success from your children, please read it with them, and 
help them learn from it. 

Thank for the opportunity lo speak this evening. 

Source: Sherman A!exie> 2007. The Absolute True Diary of a Part-time Indian. New York: Little-Brown & Co, 



Dr. Bob Hendrickson, Professor Emeritus of English, College of the Ozarks Sept, 8> 2010 

Good Evening Ladies, gentlemen, students, and all. 

All of us live under one rule of (aw, The United States Constitution, which defines our Democracy and that is our most 
common community denominator. 

When any of us officially serve the public, we are confined to the limits of the law. The oath of office which members of 
the Stockton board of education swore to uphold contains the following promise: 

" i will support the Constitution of the United States and the State of Missouri, and that I will abide by and 
uphold the Stockton R-l School District Board Member Code of Ethics, and will faithfully demean myself in 
office. * 

The first amendment of the Constitution of the United States reads: 

"Congress shall make no law respecting religion an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the exercise there of; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or the press; etc," 

The fourteenth amendment says the same thing, but or the STATE, 

U. S, courts have interpreted the first amendment to mean that people serving in an office representing the government 
cannot prevent freedom of speech by prior restraint (That is telling people what they can or cannot say, and people 
representing the state cannot assume the responsibility of denying others the right to read. There are some limited 
exceptions made for educational institutions determined by the courts. I don't know if any laws have been broken or 
not. Courts determine that. But i do think there has been a violation of the spirit or intent of the first and fourteenth 
amendments. 

Another promise made by the Board is to abide by school policy. The following is from Stockton R-l School policy as 
adapted from State of Missouri materials, policy 6241, 

"It is therefore the policy of the Board to require that books and other instructional materials shall be chosen for values 
of educational interest and enlightenment of all students in the community. Materials shall not be excluded on the basis 
of the writer's racial, nationalistic, political, or religious views. Every effort will be made to provide materials that 
present all points of view concerning international, national, and local problems and issues of our times. Books, or other 
instructional media materials of sound factual authority, shall not be prescribed, nor removed from library shelves or 
classrooms on the basis of partisan or doctrinal approval or disapproval/' 

The Board is expected to serve all the community, with all the differences that exist without imposing their personal 
biases, A central problem, as I see it, is there was a mistake made when the problem was given to the Board to solve. 
The Board approves the hiring of professionals to solve educational problems. 

Taking problems out of the classroom to give to the board to solve is like taking your car to a dentist if your radiator 
leaks. The board's responsibility is to see to it that there are professional educators in the school to follow policies 
consistent, with the educational system of the state and nation, 

Some people in emails and Facebook entries have requested that citizens of Stockton be content with whatever 
decisions are reached about "The Absolutely True Diary— etc/' I don't think that is going to happen. That might happen 
in a fascist country, but I live in a democracy and am grateful for it. 



Public forum Remarks, Sept. 8, 2010 

Cheryl V, Marcum, Stockton graduate 1971, defense research analyst and published author 

Tonight, for the first time, the board heard from the communication arts teachers why and how they selected 
the book and used it in the classroom. 

Reflect with me how we got here tonight. 

Six months ago, the father of a third grader complained about a book he heard the high school students were 
reading. He attended the open session of the March school board meeting. The book was not discussed during 
that open session, but later two board members reported the book had been discussed, one said in great 
detail. The next day, the father filed a formal challenge to the book. In his view, the book contained "profanity, 
graphic violence, sexual content/' "was not age appropriate and did not reflect our community values/' He 
took it upon himself to persuade the board to "protect" all Stockton High School students from the ideas and 
language in the book with which he disagreed, 

The superintendent appointed a committee to read the book and recommend disposition. The committee 
recommended keeping the book in the library and removing it from classrooms. 

At the next meeting in April, the school board heard the recommendations. In about three minutes, they 
voted unanimously to ban the book from the library and classrooms. They didn't consult the communication 
arts teachers who were present. They didn't seek legal counsel. Most had not read the book. They ignored the 
recommendations of the committee appointed to read it. 

That unexpected and unbelievably quick decision to ban the book riled a lot of diverse people throughout our 
community. Some older than me wondered aloud if the board had forgotten the Nazis burned books for the 

same reasons. 

Several concerned citizens and the communication arts teachers asked to speak at the May board meeting. 
Former Superintendent Sandberg denied all of us the right to speak. She said we couldn't address the board 
about the book ban for six months. 

The ban was not on the May or June board meeting agendas. The board began receiving letters about the ban. 

Superintendent Sandberg retired, Soon after former curriculum coordinator, Shannon Snow, became 
superintendent, she allowed me to speak to the board at their July meeting on behalf of a group of concerned 
citizens; the board declined to answer our questions. At the end of that open session, the board voted 
unanimously in favor of a motion to reconsider the ban, reconvene the book review committee, ask the 
committee to answer five questions and convene a public forum 

The committee met a second time, found the book "suitable for use" and "pervasively vulgar" for "some/' not 
"air high school students. The committee again recommended retaining the book in the library marked for 

mature content. 

At the August meeting, the board heard the committee's answers to the five questions. They did not discuss 
them. They asked no questions. They simply scheduled this forum. Here we are. 



To: Stockton Board of Education, citizens, and the media 8 September 2010 



From: Ginger Scott Hendrickson, Emeritus Faculty, Missouri State University 

Many times over the past few months I have heard the phrase, "Do you think a 13 year 
old girl should read this?" in reference to The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian* 

First, I did some calculations, and it seems to me that students in freshman high school 
classes are 14, If a student is only 13, he or she has been pushed by the parents to move 
ahead. This implies that the parents are aware that the child will be in class with olden 
more mature students. That is the parents responsibility to deal with. 

Second 1 am concerned that the question implies that girls are somehow more delicate 
or incapable of dealing with difficult language or situations. In the early 1950s, & was 
accepted that girls were to be housewives, but acceptable careers were teachers, nurses, 
or nuns. Now, more than 50 years later, girls and boys should be encouraged to pursue 
their interests whatever they are, and the education they receive should make all those 
choices and the world they live in clear. Today, men can be and are wonderful nurses, 
and women are driving 18 wheelers across the country* Women who pursue law, 
politics, or social work must deal with the difficult topics and living conditions of the 
people with whom they work. Actually, women have always dealt with these difficult 
issues, but they did it behind their husbands, fathers, and bosses who either took the 
credit or did not notice. Even before the Civil War, women got tired of not being able to 
choose their leaders, own their own homes, or work in the trades; so in the early 1900s, 
they picketed the White House and went to jail to get the right to vote. They were 
tortured, beaten, and denied legal counsel, but they prevailed and in 1920 won that 
right. 

The teens in our high school, male and female, are equal citizens who are familiar with 
the language in the novel under discussion. As I told my teacher education students at 
Missouri State, children and teens should be educated by caring and professional 
teachers who understand the themes and goals of challenging novels. Failing to give 
students the opportunity to grapple with the "tough questions'* is similar to denying 
them a good education. If a few families are uncomfortable with the language, it is those 
families' responsibilities to help their teens understand that the language is not 
appropriate in their circle of friends, and these same teens can understand that what is 
appropriate in one place can be inappropriate in another just as the school handbook 
makes clear and Communication Arts teachers include in their writing instruction, The 
14 to 18 year old students here will soon be taking on their own lives. They must have 
the opportunity to learn about the sometimes difficult, harsh world while they are still in 
a protected, caring environment 



I don * t choose to say anything more about the book under discussion* 
instead , i would like to talk about what I see as the real basis of 
the book banning problem. 

The State Statutes provide for the election of a non-partisan local 
hoard of education. That board is then responsible for providing 
the resources needed to conduct a public school for the students 
living within that school district . They are then to adopt policy 
for the legal operation of the school. That policy should foe directed 
toward the best possible education for all the students. They are 
then to hire the administrators and teachers who will be responsible 
lor carrying out the policy adopted by the board. The administrators 
are to administer the policy and the teachers are to teach the students 
as they have been professionally trained to do* 
When a local board of education decides to assume the role of 
administrator or teacher, dif f ulculty usually follows * I have seen 
it happen a number of times during my fifty years of experience in 
the field of education. I have never seen it turn out as a positive 
thing for the local school* The result many times is a divided 
community , as we are seeing here tonight » Teachers and administrators 
are no longer sure of what is expected of them. When that happens , 
there is less interaction among the school staff . That results in 
less opportunity for learning in the classroom. In my opinion , 
after serving as a class-room teacher , administrator, teacher 
trainer f and director of school law, the best possible education 
for students in a local public school will be provided when the 
board of education adopts policy, hires the best superintendent , 
principals and teachers that they can find, and then let them do 
the job they have been professionally trained to do. Had that 
been done, right here in River City, there would not have been 
a book banning problem. And we would not be here tonight 1 



forum Address, Sept 8, 2010 

Jon Nail, Former Stockton High School Communication Arts Teacher 

I had the opportunity to share The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian t by Sherman Alexie, 
with my English classes last year as part of the high school 2010 common read. 

The common read program has been in place for the last eight years, it is not a new idea in Stockton, 
Budget constraints have always allowed for purchase of only one classroom set of books to be 
shared within all English classes. 

Last summer the Communications Arts teachers selected this book because it has themes of 
community, diversity and tolerance and because it is an easy read for reluctant readers and Stockton 
High School has high number of students who don't like to read or cannot read at grade level. Gus 
Rutledge's daughter, who is a Communication Arts teacher, originally recommended the book to Kim 
Jasper, 

The book contains important themes for life and discussing these themes in class helps equip 
students with knowledge of other cultures and other teen struggles and teaches tolerance for others 
who are different. 

All of the teachers used the same lesson plans, which stressed the importance of hopes and dreams, 

I used the book with my Technical English 3 and English 1 classes. I read the first few chapters 
aloud to 'hook' my reluctant readers. The students related to a teen who describes poor as having to 
shoot a sick dog instead of taking it to the vet, who comes from a dysfunctional family and who has a 
learning disability that makes others bully him. 

The students finished reading the book on their own in class. We discussed having hopes and 
dreams and everyone identified their personal dream. We also discussed ideas like making a better 
fife, overcoming hardships, and seeing worth in others who are not like you. 

The students loved this book because Sherman Alexie wrote it on their level - through the eyes of a 
14 year old boy- Arnold Spirit Jr. 

They laughed and cried through Arnold's struggles - they got it. Never once did they dwell on a 
certain page or certain word - they were able to see the important messages this book has and apply 
them to their lives. 

Through class discussions, several students shared their own issues and the class began to see 
each student as an individual. Classes came together to help one another after listening to personal 
struggles. There were hugs and tears, hardships and joys shared because we read this book. 

We can ail learn from our teens. They got the message the book intended and they didn't get tangled 
in the weed of individual words - they celebrated the lessons they learned and the collection of the 
themes of community, diversity and tolerance, They got it! 



Sept, 8, 2010 (words in italics may not he spoken} 

My name is Kim Hammons and I am a 1976 graduate of Stockton R-l Schools 

Seek to understand: That was my motivation for attending the April school board 
meeting. I had heard that a book had been questioned and I wanted to see how our board 
of education would handle this situation, What questions would they ask? Would they 
question the communication arts teachers who were present? What concerns would be 
expressed about the merits of the book— the good and the bad? Unfortunately, none of 
this happened! No questions were asked of the book committee who had reviewed the 
book, no questions were asked of the communications art teachers present at the meeting 
and later 1 found out the several of the board members had not bothered to read the book. 
I was stunned by the swiftness of their decision and the process with which the book was 
banned. / was so surprised I felt like asking some one what century we lived in because 1 
could not believe that a book would be banned in this present time. But one of my 
biggest concerns was the statement that the book was not a reflection of our community's 
moral values. 

Seek to understand. As I pondered the ramifications of banning a book and the reasons 
for the banning, 1 felt that I had to read the book to better understand the hoard's 
decision, even though several board members had not taken that step. I wanted to see for 
myself what they considered to be morally unfit for our community and by reading such 
book one may be deemed unchristian. After reading the book 1 became even more 
alarmed. If this books content was the standard for which a book is based to be morally 
unfit what does that mean for all the other books in our public schoofs library? Would 
reading about wizardry be unsuitable, would reading about vampires be inappropriate and 
what about the classics like "Of Mice and Men" or Huckleberry Fin?** It also begged the 
question of who was going to be the "mural police*' to determine which books in oui 
public schoofs library were morally unlit and which were okay for students to read. 

I am an active member in my church. I attend Sunday school 1 have taught Sunday 
school for children, youth and adult and 1 have been a youth leader. My faith is an 
integral part of who I am and I work to seek Christ's will in all 1 do and say, but does this 
make me qualified to decide for another parent what is morally right for their child to 
choose to read from a library? No. Nor do I want another parent to tell me what books 
my child can or can not check out the public school's library. Where does it stop? 
Perhaps that is the most compelling question that needs to be asked. If we can ban a 
good basic book what will be banned next? Who has the right to judge who is Christian 
and who is not? 

Let me end with this thought. I say if one child who lives in an abusive home, an 
alcoholic home, or is bullied in school should read this book and discover that they too 
can over come, then it is worth having "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-l ime 
Indian" in our school's public library. Mercy always triumphs over justice. Let s not be 
judgmental hut merciful 



Kim Chisrn Jasper, Stockton R-l Communication Arts Faculty 



Sept. 8, 2010 



While we appreciate the opportunity to speak tonight, we are sorry that our input was not 
asked for in March when a challenge was filed against The Absolutely True Diary of a Part- 
Time Indian, We wish the patron had been directed to meet with teachers before filing the 
challenge, and we wish the board had sought input from the teachers before coming to a 
decision to ban a book from a public school. We wish the educational merits of the whole book 
had been explored instead of basing its merits on a few passages taken out of context. 

We expected a more thorough, well-developed process before a book was banned from 
the school. We certainly did not expect a book ban when the book review committee 
recommended that the book remain in the library. After the board voted to ban the book in 
April, the communication arts department asked to speak to the board in May and was denied a 
place on the meeting agenda. We presented a written statement for the board at the May 
meeting. 

Ms. Snow asked us to address the board tonight, providing information about the 
selection and use of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. 

Curriculum objectives: 

The state of Missouri lists several course level expectations for English I, English II and 
English J!l. These focus on reading, writing, listening and speaking, and information literacy. 

We presented or planned to present lessons tied to the following state objectives: 
Reading: 

•preview and set a purpose 

•question the text 

•visualize 

•paraphrase 

•infer 

•summarize 

•understand the relationship between main idea and supporting details 

•draw conclusions 

•provide text to world connections 

•provide text to self connections 

•analyze character, plot, setting, point of view and tone 

•discuss and analyze theme, audience, author's purpose and voice 

Writing: 

•write in a variety of forms and types 
•use precise and vivid language 
•compose a variety of texts 
•consider audience, purpose and voice 

1 



Listening, and Speaking: 
•create concise presentations 
•defend ideas 

•demonstrate poise and self-control 
Information Literacy: 

•study messages in various media, including art work 

•create a research plan (focus on career research) 

•read book reviews 

•use primary and secondaiy sources 

•document sources 

For English HI students, who didn't get to finish the book, the most important objectives 
were text to self and text to world connections, both state reading objectives. Literature provides 
insight to other people, to society, to the world and ultimately to the readers themselves, Out of 
the discussions about how Arnold Spirit hoped to improve his life through education, we began 
discussions in class about what students needed to do to reach their dreams and goals in life. 
This would have led us to the library where we were going to research careers and to consider 
what classes, skills and educational levels were needed to reach those goals. We never got far. 

Why were all English classes reading this book? 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by 
Sherman Alexie was chosen as the common read for grades 9-12 last year. 

We started the common read nine years ago, hoping to stimulate an interest in reading 
and to provide students an opportunity to be part of a reading community. Research bears out 
the value of reading and discussing a common text. Noted reading specialist Kelly Gallagher 
writes that there is value in reading a book together, "creating a shared cultural literacy, rich 
conversation and deeper thinking." In the past, we've read everything from the graphic novel 
Persepolis to Tuesdays with Morrie. 

So how do we choose the common read? And why did we choose this particular book? 

We used the same procedure for choosing Alexie's book that we used for the seven 
previous book choices. During the summer, the English teachers discuss options for the 
common read. We all recommend books and discuss them. We look for a book with an 
important theme or message, one that fits a wide range of reading levels and appeals to high 
school students. Some years we tie the book to an event; the year the movie The Lion, the" 
Witch and the Wardrobe premiered, we chose C.S. Lewis' book of the same name to read. 

Dana and I both are members of the National Council of Teachers of English, and we 
read professional journals that recommend young adult literature. We both do a great deal of 
reading, and much of what we read is young adult literature. We both attend conferences and 



workshops and stay current with research about reading and literature. We also talk to other 
teachers about what works. The summer of 2009, we discussed reading The Absolutely Trite 
Diary of a Part-Time Indian. To be honest, it was my recommendation, partially based on 
conversations with LuAnne Rutledge Lyons, a friend. Stockton graduate, and fellow English 
teacher. She recommended the book as a quality piece of literature, easily accessible for high 
school students and one that is of particular interest to boys. Research shows boys who are non- 
readers are the hardest audience to reach, and this book seemed ideally suited for that audience. 

Each teacher reads the book and decides if and how he or she will use it in the classroom. 
A classroom set was ordered through the purchase order procedure, which requires an 
administrator's signature. The book was ordered after school began. We also purchased the 
National Counc il of Teachers of English publication Sherman Aleve in the Classroom, a 
resource with teaching ideas for this book and other works by Alexie, a well-known and highly 
regarded author. His works have been used in high schools for several years, and his poetry and 
essays are in many anthologies, including the text used in College English. 

Other reasons for choosing this book are the authentic and humorous voice of Alexie as 
the narrator Arnold "Junior* Spirit and the wonderful illustrations by Ellen Forney. Voice is a 
hard concept for students to grasp and one of the hardest concepts in writing. Voice is the 
quality that makes writing unique, that gives characters life and makes them sound real. So it's 
important that students read examples of writing with strong voice. Voice is what makes Emily 
Dickinson's nature poetry sound different from Baxter Black's cowboy poetry. 

The character of Junior also is strong as he faces obstacles in his life and seeks to better 
himself through education. We found the themes of the book especially appropriate for students 
in a small, rural town with a high poverty level. Junior seeks to take control of and to improve 
his life by seeking a better education. This is the hope we have for all students - that education 
will give them the tools to live successful lives. The book is the winner of 20 major awards and 
honors including the School Library Journal Best Books of 2007. the National Parenting 
Publication Gold Winner of 2007 and the 2007 National Book Award for Young People's 
Literature. 

Why didn't students bring the books home? 

There seems to be a misconception that the English teachers were trying to sneak the 
book into the curriculum. Nothing could be further from the truth. As 1 explained earlier, we 
chose this book in the same manner as past common reads. After we made our choice, wc 
ordered the books, which meant filling out a purchase order, which was signed and approved. 

Because of financial constraints, a classroom set of approximately 25 books is ordered. 
Since students in several different class periods (for instance three English III classes) are 
reading the books at the same time, the books stay in the classroom. Each teacher works the 
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book into his or her curriculum at various times through the year. I generally use the common 
read in the spring, and that is true for this past year also. 

We even discussed the possibility of expanding the common read to include community 
members. We thought this would be a good book for a community read. Ironically, the book 
has become a community read, thanks to the ban. 

In my class, each September, we celebrate Banned Book Week: if s part of the English III 
approved curriculum, and it accompanies a unit called the Right to be Free, where we look at 
some of the works that led to the founding of this country. 

My students discuss the major reasons people challenge books. We discuss the difference 
between a book being challenged and being banned. While books may be challenged in this 
country, few-' books are actually banned. For most people, the idea of censorship is 
undemocratic and un-American. Censoring and banning are the actions most associated with 
fascist and totalitarian governments. 

Someone challenges Little Red Riding Hood because she's carrying wine in her basket as 
she goes to Grandma's house. The challenger says she must be promoting alcohol use. 

Someone challenges Of Mice and Men because it contains profanity. The argument is that 
"Our students can't read those words if they can't say them in the classroom/' That's a poor 
argument that completely ignores context. The main characters in Of Mice and Men are 
uneducated, migrant workers, trying to save enough money to purchase a farm, their part of the 
American Dream. That their language is uneducated and profane isn't surprising. In fact author 
John Steinbeck is noted for his historical accuracy in the novel 

And that's an accuracy Sherman Alexie brings to his book. It is sem i - autob i ograph ical , 
meaning if s based on his life, I le. like the main character Arnold Spirit, is a Spokane Indian 
who left the reservation to attend the white school and get a better education. Alexie himself 
was able to break the cycle of poverty and alcoholism and today is an award-winning author. 
His message is one of hope. He has lived Junior's life, and there is a way out. 

During Banned Book Week, I emphasize to the students that they and their parents have 
the right to alternative texts. In fact, 1 had a student choose an alternative text for Of Mice and 
Men last year. I tell students that every parent has the right to decide what his/her child reads, 
but no parent has the right to make that decision for other parents > 

We strive to bring to our classrooms good, accessible books, including young adult 
literature. Young adult literature is written about issues, situations and themes that are relevant 
to students 1 lives. They can recognize themselves in the literature. And yes sometimes the 
books deal with harsh issues - bullying, alcoholism and drug use, sexual identity and rape. C.S. 
Lewis says, "We read to know we are not alone." Such literature, even with its harsh issues, 
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tells teens their lives matter, and the issues they face are important, and that they are not alone 
in the battles they may he fighting. 

This book and its themes are appropriate for students in grades 9-12. In fact, it's one of 
the best common read books we've read in the eight years of the program. The value of the 
book is distorted when people focus only on particular words or passages that they find 
offensive. The language and situations must be read in context. Anything taken out of context 
can be misinterpreted, The book as a whole has a valuable and worthwhile message. Especially 
offensive to me is focusing on a few ? words or passages to denigrate the entire book. Authors 
choose particular words for particular reasons, and we discuss those reasons when we read and 
write. 

But this issue is bigger than one particular book. Where does censorship stop? F,very 
book, including the Bible, is objectionable to someone. If this book, a National Book Award 
winner by a renowned writer, is banned, then the next book that someone finds objectionable 
also will be banned. Any book that sparks discussion and debate, as good literature should, will 
have sections or confront issues that someone, somewhere finds offensive. 

Reading and writing are inseparable. Good writers are curious readers, and they must 
have access to a wide range of reading. And while every book may not be right for every 
student, to limit what everyone can read because some people are offended is certainly 
undemocratic and it violates the school's very policy (6241): "Books, or other instructional or 
media materials of sound factual authority, shall not be prescribed, nor removed from library 
shelves or classrooms on the basis of partisan or doctrinal approval or disapproval. The Board 
will strive to provide stimulating, effective materials that will be appropriate to the 
community's values and the students" abilities and maturity levels/* 

Literature can be cautionary; it can be insightful; it can provide hope. But most of all it 
expands and educates, You can't have it both ways: you can't ban books and expect students to 
be good readers and w riters. Students don't win writing awards and writing scholarships 
because they are sheltered from the honesty of good writing. They need to read widely, and they 
need to find their own voices. They must have freedom of choice in reading materials. If one 
person or a group of people can deny freedom to read for all that freedom is lost. 

Again, I quote from the school's own policy: "the principals of academic freedom and the 
freedom to read must be defended, rather than the materials." 

On a personal note: 

Stockton is my home, and 1 chose to live and work here and educate my daughter here. 1 
am a product of this school system. Teachers instilled in me the love of reading and writing. My 
parents were never censors, ahvays allowing me to read widely. I thank them for that. 
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j must advocate for my students' right to read and to think or my 23 years of teaching are 
a fraud. When I have my students memorize the First Amendment, it's not some theoretical 
exercise for a arade . Those are words that protect some of the freedoms I feel most strongly 
about, and those are words that have allowed this country to produce some valuable pieces of 
literature. The library especially must be a place where all students have access to a wide range 
of materials. If we censor books, we censor opportunity and hopes and dreams. As the 
American Library Association states, "censorship results in the opposite of true education and 
learning," 

Each year, students cross the threshold of my classroom. Every student who enters my 
room deserves the best I can offer him or her. Every' student also deserves the best this school 
can offer. They deserve to be equipped to meet the challenges of the world whether they are 
boys or girls, rich or poor, black or white, straight or gay. Christian or atheist. 1 teach at a public 
school where every student's rights must be protected. Ail students deserve access to ideas and 
information. And much of that access must come through the library and the freedom to read. 

Thank you. 
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Stockton R~1 Board of Education address, Sept 8, 2010 
Mary Morris, Stockton High School Graduate, 2001 

Good evening - on behalf of everyone who carne here to speak in support of students' access to 
diverse literature, I would like to thank the board of education for giving us time to address you all. 

My name is Mary Morris, and I'm a 2001 graduate of Stockton High School I've read The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian/* and I think it's a fantastic book, but it's not a book that we read 
when I was one of Kim Jasper's English students. So, instead, I'd like to talk to you all about 
something we read when I was in high school, 

Kim Jasper shared a book with our class that exposed us to profanity, lust, violence, guts, blood, and 
several challenging themes. The Things They Carried,* by Vietnam veteran Tim O'Brien, is a 
collection of stories that illustrated for our class the lives of soldiers at war. And the things those 
soldiers carried went beyond their rucksacks ~~ they carried pride, guilt, longing, fear, anger, and love. 
And you may be surprised by just how relevant this story has been to me both academically and 
personally. 

As a history student at MSU, my emphasis in study has been on Middle Eastern and central/eastern 
European history. And as you probably know, that means lots of war. When reading historical first- 
hand accounts of war, I've often thought back to O'Brien's books. And I do not remember all the four- 
letter words - instead I remember the sense of understanding his work gave me in regard to the lives 
of soldiers. They feel apprehension before a war. Maybe they're afraid to go, but often they go 
anyway, because they are compelled by duty, patriotism, or even shame. Soldiers get lonely and 
miss their homes, They become detached. Sometimes, they're overwhelmed with grief for being the 
ones who survived while so many others died, or for killing someone on the other side. I'm still 
surprised by how the insight from one piece of literature - a book that feasibly would be banned 
under your proposed guidelines for censorship - would benefit my academic career. But more 
impressive is the book's personal relevance to me. 

Some of you may know my husband, Bon Scott Morris, who also is an SHS graduate. Scott will be 
home later this month, after finally completing a year-long military deployment to Afghanistan. For the 
last few weeks, he has been busy completing the visa packets for a couple of Afghani men who work 
as interpreters for the U.S. Army, These young Afghani men, like my husband, have been risking their 
lives and are very much endangered by their opposition to the Taliban, But do you know why they 
want to come to the United States? Scott said they want to come here for an education > They want to 
learn where speech is free, books are available, and ideas are not oppressed for their religious, 
moral, political, or ideological non-compliance. It s that whole "freedom" thing that we always thank 
our troops for defending, 

I can't tell you how Sherman Alexie's book may have impacted me if we had read it when I was a 
teenager. But I have told you how good literature - bad words, sex, and all - impacted me. Please, 
rest assured that your students are not short-sighted enough to be overwhelmed by some foul 
language printed in a book. You owe them a little more credit than that, and you also owe them an 
education with access to meaningful literature which abides by the U.S. Constitution and a national 
spirit of freedom, 



Milch Ross, Colonel, US Army, retired and published author, Sept. 8, 2010 

My grandmother, Barbara Karr. taught school in the Cherokee Outlet of the Oklahoma Territory She 
impiessed her love of reading on my Dad early in his life. Dad was not well educated ~~ buL thanks to 
Grandma* he was well-read. My fondest member of Dad was his reading routine each evening winch 
ended w ith a reading from an old tattered King James Bible. 

In the fifth grade w hen 1 got into mischief at school, Dad's solution was to march me to the public 
library, sign for a library card in my name and require me to read. He said I could read anything. Dad 
had one rule when it came to reading. If I did not understand something, I was to ask him or my 
teacher, Mrs. Hall to explain it. When I asked, sometimes Dad would say. "ask Mrs. Half* and 
sometimes Mrs. Hall would say, "ask your father." And that is how reading nurtured my education and 
opened my world. From my Dad and Grandma, I discovered the power of reading and respect of the 
Scriptures and I've never found a conflict between those two loves . 

I provide you this background because we have come to the point of denying young adults a book 
because they might be exposed to ideas with which some disagree. I believe denying a young adult a 
book is denying them the opportunities to learn and grow. As a military commander, I witnessed too 
many 1 8 year olds tarnish their military service because they exhibited child-like behavior when the 
w orld threw adult situations at them - alcohol, prejudice or sexual behavior. They were high school 
graduates with grade school minds. 

Banning a book is to education what a lynching is to justice. It's un-American and historically 11 is a 
tool of fascism, As a career military officer for 28 years, that is not the country I took an oath to serve! 
I swore to defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, so help me God, So, here I 
stand. I can do nothing less. Do you understand public schools are to serve all parents, all students? 
Schools can not eater to a special interest. Thomas Jefferson stated that ease more eloquently then J 
can. 

Anyone can take a passage out of context to persuade you a book is something it is not. That is a scam. 
Anyone who uses that tactic has a dishonest personal agenda. "Focus on the Family"' suggested several 
discussion questions for Alexie's book. "Why does Junior choose to never take a drink?" and "Which 
groups of people get picked on fin school), and which people do the bullying?" Those questions 
distinctly point to the proper theme and purpose, 

Regarding our teachers, I stand behind them in all their efforts and in front of them should they take 
heat for doing their educational duties. They are on the front lines of education and they deserve our 
prayers and support. 

You, Board of Education, also swore an oath. Do not neglect the covenant to which you swore. And, 
remember the words of an author frequently banned by school boards. Mark Twain, said, *7f ain 't 
wiiat you don't know that gets you into trouble. It's what you know for sure that just ain't 
■so* " 



Testimony before the Stockton, MO School Board 

Deborah Caldwell-Stone 

Deputy Director 

Office for Intellectual Freedom 

American Library Association 

September H, 2010 

Decisions about acquiring materials for the school library - and any decision to remove 
books from the school library - should be done pursuant to written policies that outline 
the grounds for choosing materials for the library, identify who is responsible for 
selecting materials, and specify a reconsideration procedure tor materials when a 
complaint is made. Such policies are vital to preserving open inquiry in the school 
library and are designed to prevent anyone from subjectively blocking all students from 
access to books simply because he or she does not like the opinions or ideas contained 
in a book. 

When deciding if a book is educationally suitable, both the law and professional 
standards counsel that a book be evaluated "as a whole." Evaluating a book as a whole 
requires a review committee whose members read the book from cover to cover, consult 
professional reviews, and evaluate the material in its entirety as a work of literature. 
This requirement is necessary because almost any phrase in any book could be subject 
to disapproval or censorship if evaluated in a vacuum and divorced from its context 
within the work as a whole. 

Street language, slang, and references to sex and sexuality may be incorporated into a 
work of literature, and may be offensive to some persons - yet these may be necessary 
elements in understanding the experience of characters who come from background^ 
and family situations that are different from our own. A work of literature can deal 
honestly with the reality of the human experience and provide a message that is 
uplifting, hopeful, and moving - but you will never know that if you only read a single 
word or a single page, or never read the book at all. 

Simply because the school library contains books that address sensitive issues, it does 
not mean that the library or the school board is promoting those ideas. Rather, the 
school library is a place that provides a wide variety of information, ideas, and opinions 
so that students can make choices and explore ideas beyond the curriculum. A broad 
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range of materials in the school library can introduce students to the joys of recreational 
reading, help encourage reluctant readers to improve their skills, and provide a place 
where students and parents may learn more about classroom subjects and bsues that 
concern them. 

The American library Association firmly supports the right of parents to voice their 
concerns and select different books for themselves and their children, but parents who 
object to particular books should not be given the power to impose their beliefs on other 
people's children, Moreover, it is the responsibility of the school library to meet the 
needs of everyone in the school community - not just the most vocal or the most 
powerful or even the majority. School libraries are democratic, public institutions that 
serve families of all political and religious persuasions, and the library's collection 
should reflect, this diversity. 
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
77 Massachusetts Ave. 
Building NW12-Offiee 305 
Cambridge, MA 02 139 
September 8. 2010 



Stockton School Board of Kducahon 
Stock I on R-l School District 
PC) Box 190 
Stockton, MO 65785 

Dear Stockton School Board of Education: 

1 write this letter in disappointment, disbelief, and despondence. 1 look from afar upon a long time 
raging battlefield littered with many casualties, which has escalated to a national level My 
conscience is burdened with the many times this country has fought the battle against oppression and 
the many patriots that have died for this cause. Yet, we are now needlessly fighting the battle once 
again. 

This war may not be fought with massive weapons and claim lives, but it does claim our time, 
money, and resources which could be better allocated to the education of our youth. The hundreds of 
free time hours that the iinglish Department at Stockton has spent dealing with this issue surely could 
have been spent in more productive endeavors towards the better education of the students. Also, the 
Board of Education and the Stockton School Administration could spend their time more 
productively to improve our school rather than crippling the system by acting as the thought police. 

Other casualties of this war are the freedoms that are under attack from the further restrictions of the 
Board and the Administration by further limiting personal freedoms at the school door such as the 
gag order on the teachers about the issue, forbidding the discussion of the conflict in the yearbook, 
and the restrictions on the content of student writing. These restrictions conflict with the ruling of 
the Supreme Court case Tinker v. Des Moines School DisL In which the court's opinion states, u In 
our system, students may not he regarded as closed-circuit recipients of only that which the State chooses 
to communicate/' The court's opinion goes on to further say that, + it can hardly be argued that either 
students or teachers shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or expression at the 
schoolhouse gate/' 

Furthermore, just as real wars escalate with the inclusion of more countries we have brought national 
organizations into the skirmishes such as the American Library Association, National Council of 
Teachers of English, National Coalition Against Censorship, American Booksellers Foundation for 
Free Expression, and the American Civil Liberties Llnion all of which oppose the ban, 



Clearly, from the Supreme Court case Board of Education, Island Trees Union Free School District 
No, 26 v. Pico that has been referenced many times in this argument, it should be clear to the 
Stockton School Board of Education that the Board is on the wrong side of this fight, I he Board 
cannot he allowed to violate civil liberties as it has done to promote its agenda, The Board and 
Administration surely do not tolerate such behavior from students, teachers, or staff, so why does the 
Stockton School Board and the Stockton School Administration have a different standard for 
following our Constitution? If the Board members don't like the law what are they to do? Vote for a 
different president that will appoint judges more closely aligned with their ideologies and vote for 
legislators that share their views. I hope the School Board realises that the public in the Stockton 
School District has the same power at the next School Board election. 

The school's mandate is to broadly educate its students which includes exposing the students to the 
eulture and literature of the nation and world, It is not its job to indoctrinate students with specific 
ideologies, religions, or measures of offensivencss. This is why it is called education instead of 
indoctrination. The children's parents are the ones who teach their children specific cultural beliefs, 
because every person has a slightly different opinion on these beliefs. Exposing the students to a 
wide range of literature and cultural ideas is not promoting or indoctrinating any one ideology, but 
instead educating them about what is out there in the world so they better understand the world they 
are about to be thrust into. As our former president Lyndon B. Johnson said, "Books and ideas arc ihe 
most effective weapons against intolerance and ignorance/" 

This entire event has snowballed out of control The School Board has severely overstepped its 
mandate, and violated the principles of freedom of speech and education that are protected by our 
Constitution. These constitutional principles are what the school should be teaching the students 
rather than being a poor role model by treading upon these fundamental principles whenever they do 
not suit the Boards interests. The Board has met a large uprising from those supporting constitutional 
rights. We are not upset solely because of one book, but because of all of the books, papers, and 
thoughts that stand to be censored because of this type of unconstitutional behavior from the Board. 
1 once again urge the Board to take the correct, legal, and ethical action and reinstate the book into 
the library and the classroom. 

Respectfully, 

i 

Bren Phillips 

Valedictorian, Stockton High School 2001 
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Shannon Snow, Superintendent 
Stockton School 

PO Box 190 Stockton, MO 65766 

Chad Pyle, President Stockton Board of Education 

Deer Superintendent Snow, President Pyle and Members of the Stockton Board of Education 

What do you consider a successful teacher? Test scores? AYF? 1 he number of wins in a 
competition? A winning tradition? By the stature of a teacher in his/her subject area professional 
organization? The number of scholarships your students win in that subject area? By the fasting 
impact a teacher has on hlsiher students? By all of these measures, Stockton High School English 
department is one of the most successful in Missouri. 

I first became aware of Stockton's English successes when I was the chair of the LAD Fair, a language 
arts competition that averages 6,000 entries a year from an average of 90 schools. I noticed how 
Stockton High School's name kept appearing on the winner's list, What really caught my attention was 
that this small high school was winning many more awards than much larger high schools. {There is 
no size/class division at the LAD Fair; all schools compete against each other.) 

The next thing that caught my attention was the number of Writers Hall of Fame winners Stockton had. 
Most schools, including my own, are thrilled to have one Writers Hall of Fame winner, and here was a 
school that had multiple winners, The first year caught my attention, so I kept watching to see if 
Stockton just had one really good year or if there was a v/mmng tradition. Year after year, Stockton 
had winners and scholarship winners, I believe it is safe to say that Stockton High School has had 
more Writers Hall of Fame scholarship winners than any other school in Missouri. 

I wanted to learn what Stockton was doing to develop such good writers so I attended workshops 
presented by Kim Chism Jasper at Write-to-Learn, the state English teachers* convention. From 
writing competitions and professional meetings, I became acquainted with all of the Stockton English 
teachers. I was impressed and inspired by their passion, enthusiasm and dedication of doing what's 
best for their students. By their students' performances in several areas, it is obvious that they have 
built a strong curriculum. Out of curiosity, I decided I should check how Stockton high school students 
did on the state End-of-Course exam. Off the charts! Your English teachers and students are to be 
commended for such outstanding results. 

All of this is why f was so surprised to see a book banning at Stockton High School. These teachers 
are obviously outstanding and professional Why is the board reacting to a few parents instead of 
supporting their quality teachers? And, why should a few parents make a decision that affects all 
students? What about the rights of the students who want to read this National Book Award winner? 

All research indicates that good writers are good readers. Good literature is not just reading words; it 
is about critical thinking skills. I dare say that someone can find something objectionable in any 
Wieraiute. Literature is supposed to make us think and sometimes that makes us uncomfortable. What 
will be the next book that gets banned at Stockton? Then will it be textbooks, music, art? 

It is discouraging and disheartening to see successful, career educators not receive the support of 
their administration and school board. So again I ask, how does the administration and school board 
of Stockton measure success? Obviously not by the performance and success of the students, 
otherwise the administration and school board would be supporting the decision of their professional 

educators, 

Kathy McQueen 

LAD Fair Chair 1994—2D08 

Past-president of LAD 

Executive board member of Writers Hall of Fame 



August 25, 2010 



Shannon Snow, Superintendent 
Stockton R~ I School District 

Chad Pylc, School Board President 
Stockton R-l School District 

To Superintendent Snow, President Pyle. and Members of the Stockton R-I School Board: 

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers is proud So he the publisher of The Absolutely True Diary via 
Part-Time Indian by award- winning author Sherman Alexie. Opposed to censorship of any kind, we are 
deeply dismayed over the decision to remove the book from the Stockton, Missouri, R-l School District, 
and we urge the Stockton School Board to reverse the ban. This compelling and critically acclaimed 
novel has received an overwhelming array of literary accolades including a National Book Award, 7 
starred reviews, the Boston Globe/Horn Book Award, a New York Times Notable Book of the Year, and 
a School Library* Journal Best Book of the Year. Based on his own experience of growing up, The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian is ultimately a story about hope, resilience, and self- 
discovery. We applaud Sherman Alexie's devotion to .sharing his experience with young people so that 
they too can find the courage to leave the safety of what they know and discover who they are. 

Melanie Chang 

Hxecutive Director, Publicity & Communications 

Little, Brown Books for Young Readers 

237 Park Avenue, 15-159 

New York, NY 10017 

212.364,1167 

Melanie.Chatm^Vdtheusa.coni 
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Shannon Snow « Superintendent 
s sn i 'Miii sloe k ton.k 1 2, mo. us 
Stockton R-l School District 

Chad Pyle, School Board President 
Stockton R-l School District 
P> IcO??^ wmdstrcam.net 

Dear Superintendent Snow, President Pyle, and Members of the Stockton R-l School Board: 

As have many in and around Stockton, the board members of the Writers Hall of Faroe, an 
organization devoted to the encouragement and appreciation of writing, has been szdikrxd by 
and disagree with the board's choice to ban Sherman Alexias The Absolutely True /Mary of a 
Fiirt-Time Indian from Stockton 1 hgh School, 

On the most basic level we disagree because banning the hook circumvent* the educational goal 
of allovung students to participate tn fruitful discussion of a highly regarded work of literature 
which has the distinct ad\antage of offering a sympathetic, intelligent protagonist who embraces 
education as the best way to make; \m life better. Surely this is an attitude the board and 
community can support. Beyond that, Alcxie's novel asks readers to think about \er> real, very 
challenging issues of poverty, bullying, addiction, and assimilation. Young reader^ even if they 
are among the fortunate who don't face such problems, arc most likely not far removed from 
others their age for whom such issues create daily struggles. The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Pan-Tune Indian makes clear another pertinent point: The dictates of circumstance and choices 
made within them have far reaching personal and cultural consequences. 

We disagree also because we see this choice against choice as a tipping point from which the 
school and community might tumble into an ever-growing effort to remove every text which 
one person or group finds objectionable. Years ago, almost as soon as it was published, Mai k 
Twain's Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was banned from libraries. In fact, this novel which 
mam consider to the all-time best American novel continues to face and o\ereome challenge*. 
As Twain himself demonstrated to at least one librarian, even the most venerated of texts w hich 
almost no one wants to ban contains material many would consider unsuitable for young 
leaders. See the tecem Newsweek with 1 wain on the cover to see which tent that is. 

And wt* disagree with the board's decision because banning the novel as you rna> have become 
acutely aware, violates hasic First Amendment principles. This too is a slippery slope. The 
urge to censor is at heart an urge to exercise power cloaked in the call to protect vulnerable 
populations (like high school students) from "damaging" ideas. All too recently and in almost 
every newscast, we see the result of such restricted education in the politics of the Taliban, 
w here students aie taught only Irani appioved, imposed texts and learn those texts by rote. AL 
but approved texts ate banned. The critical thinking skills so valued by Americans are 
considered dangerous. Removing choice does just that. It removes choice. 

We hope you will reconsider and reverse the choice that allows Stockton students no choice. 

Sincerely, 



Linda Benson, for the Writers Hall of Fame Board 



September 7, 2010 

Shannon Snow, Superintendent 
Stockton R-l School District 
s snow @ st o c kt . o n , k 1 2 . m o . us 
Chad Pyle, School Board President 
Stockton R-l School District 
Pyle02 ? # win d st ream, net 

Dear Community, School Board, Students, and faculty, 

Azar Nafisi writes that great literature "unsettles us" in many ways; it shows us our true faces, our potential for 
good and bad, arid all things we don't wish to see. I tell my students that great writing forces us to look at situations, 
choices and obstacles in life in order to evaluate the characters' reactions before you encounter these situations 
yourself, ft is also a comfort if you've experienced these situations; great stories tell us that we're not alone, the thing 
perhaps humans fear most. With great sadness 1 watched as The Absolutely True Diary of Part-time Indian was banned 
in Stockton. 

Recently I became a mother, and as I marvel over my sweet baby's face, I know that I don't want her to grow up 
in this world of dangers that I know and often see through the eyes of my students who write and write about the 
situations they face. Writing, reading, and self-expression without fear of reprisal are necessary to human survival. Your 
English teachers in Stockton are some of the best I've ever had the pleasure of working with over the fast 12 years. As 
teachers we have an obligation to help students with not only bask skills, but also with becoming thoughtful, productive 
citizens in a democracy. Great literature opens the door for communication between students and their parents and 
teachers. Even the classics and the Bible are filled with unpleasant situations because story is how we communicate 
and deal with the issues of life; it's how we learn. Once we start telling students what they can and cannot read, what 
they can and cannot write, we no longer honor them as human beings. Keeping them safely ensconced in a bubble is 
not possible, Whatever people find disagreeable in a great book like The Asoiutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian ha* 
probably been experienced by the students in our communities; great books teach empathy, compassion and the 
importance of our choices. Banning a book out of fear does not get rid of the problem; it only makes it a secret, and as I 
learned in my foster/adoptive parent training, keeping the ugly parts of life a secret does not honor the child and help 
him or her grow into adulthood. 

Please reconsider the banning of this book, and please do not allow the fervor it has caused to stifle student 
creativity. Sometimes it is all they have. This is not a religious issue, and it is not a secular issue. This is a human issue. 
Banning books instead of promoting conversation serves no one in a free and democratic society. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Troxell 

LAD Fair Chair 

Writers Hall of Fame Board Member 
Wiliard High School English Teacher 



Definitions 

Pervasive* Vulgarity: 

Pen a she: adj, IIaviti« the quality or tendency to pervade or permeate. 
Pervade: v. To be present throughout: permeate 
Permeate: s\ To spread or flow throughout 

Vulgarity: n. L The condition or qualify of being vulgar 2. Something as an art 
or expression, thai offends good taste or propriety 

Vulgar: adj. L Of or associated with the great masses of people as distinguished 
from the educated or cultivated classes: com in on 2* Spoken by or expressed in 
language spoken In the common people: vernacular* 3* (a) Deficient in taste , 
delicacy* or refinement (b)fll-hred, boorish (e) Ostentatious in appearance or 
ipialiH : pretentious. 4, Obscene or indecent; lev* d 

Lend: adj. Ma) preoccupied with sex and sexual dewe, Lustful (h) Obscene; 
indecent 

Obscene: adj. f , Of fen she to accepted standards of decency or modest) , 2. 
Inciting lustful feelings; lewd 3, Offensive or reptilshe to the wn*cs. Loathsome, 

t he American Heritage Dictionary Second ( olieue i do inn Uuuidmm Mifflin 
C ompam, ! w o Park Street, Boston VIA 02108 



lie Absolute!} J rue Diary of a Pan -Time Indian 
Alexie. Sherman 
Utile Brovsn and Com pan \ 
I iaehene Book Group 
237 Park Avenue, New York. N Y loni ? 



1. Page 3.2*Whai a bastard huh"* 

2> Page 7 /I wish I were magical hut I am real I \ juM a puor~ass leservation kid 

living with his poor~ass ianiil\ on the poor-ass Spokane Indian Reservation" 

3, Page 1 1 wanted to kick him in the balK and make him puss out," 

4, Pa^e 17., /Those rhythmics*, talentless. iuneles>. Indians are most likeix goine to 
uci drunk and heat the shit out of am available leasers, " 

5, Pa^e 19.. /Hell he foujiht the weather" 

6, Page 21 ..."Yep. those bastards were making fun of m\ brain disorder" 

7, Page 21 >ne of the brothers picked me up. dusted me off. and then kneed me 
in the balls," 

Page 2 1 . . ."Major-league assholes" 
V* Page 21 ... " I was King on the ground, holding my nuts as tender] > a> a squirrel 

holds his nuts, when Rowd\ walked up2* 
UK Page 21 ... "My bails are dying** 



1 L Page 22... v Tm going to kill those bastards. Rowdy Said/* 

12. Page 22,., "But before you think Rowd\ is on!> good for revenge, and kicking 
the shit out of mini-vans, raindrops, and people..." 

13. Page 25.. /"Yep, that's right. I admit thai I masturbate. 

Vm proud of it 
Pro good at it 
I'm ambidextrous 

If there v\erc a Professional Masturbator\s League. Yd get drafted 
number one and make millions of dollars. 

And maybe you're thinking, " Well you really shouldn't be talking 
about masturbation in public." 

Weil tough, I'm going to talk about it because PYhRYBODY does 
it and EVERYBODY likes it. 

And if God hadn't wanted us to masturbate, then God wouldn't have 

ghen us thumbs. 

So I thank God for my thumbs. 

But. the thing is, no matter how much time I spend with my thumbs 
and 1 spend with the curves of imaginary women../' 

14. Page 48.. /I thought you were on suspension, dickwad". he said" 

15. Page 48.,. "Kiss my ass/* I said/" 

16. Page 50.. /'We all got really mad and vowed to kick their asses the next game/" 

1 7. Page 5 1 . . . " You" re a pussy" 

1 8. Page 52.. /'Don't touch me. you retarded fag!*/ he yelled 

19. Page 64., /Did you know that Indians are living proof that niggers fuck buffalo?" 

20. Page 65.. /'I knew that I couldn't let them get away with that shit" 

21. Page 65.. ."He wasn't laughing when he landed on his ass" 

22. Page 68.. /'Then you should have kicked him in the balls/* 

23. Page 72.. /'Shit my whole life is a ilghf 

24. Page 72., /'Wow. he didn't kick my ass" 

25. Page 73..." She was just being a bitch"' 

26. Page 75.. /Dawn doesn't give a shit about you" he said, 

27. Page 90,. /'My sister married a gu\ for a damn silly reason. Bui 1 suppose people 
often get married for damn silly reasons" 

28. Page 90... "Damn, my sister had married a lopsided, eagle-nosed, nomadic poker 
player' 

29. Page 93.. /'What the hell was he talking about?" 

30. Page 93... "Oh. so if I said something like. 'Gordy is a dick without ears and an 
ear without a dick/ then that would be tautology" 

31. Page 96.. /'And. yeah, you need to take that seriously, but you should also read 
and draw because really good books and cartoons give you a boner/' 

32. Page 96.., Cartoon captions: "Did you sat that books should give you a boner?" 

33. Page 97> .." You should get a boner! You have to get a boner!" Gordy shouted, 

34. Page 97.. /'Yes. \ cs„ yes, yes, '"Gordy said. '"Now doesn't that give you a boner " 
"I am rock hard/' I said/' * % 

Well 1 dorf t mean boner in the sexual sense/* Gord> said, " I don't think you should 
run through life with a real erect penis." But you should approach each book — you 



AGENDA 



Status with Board and Snow 

A. Hired Attorney 

B. 1 lave ail Idlers been delivered to Board? 
C Has letter from ACLU made it to Board? 
Issues to Address 

A, Our Requests 

Book baek in curriculum. (Complainant just asked for parental 
permission, not a ban iioni curriculum and library! 

Book baek in the library ASAP. 

New polieies which reflect conirrritrnent to importance of library 
and axailahility of books. Respect for teachers and 
acknowledgment that proper processes be followed (teachers must 
be firs! to respond to a complaint and any reviewing committee 
nuisl inelude tenured teachers currently using the material). 

Board training on Board Polieies and First Amendment issues in 
particular. School is taxpayer funded and not private so the Board 
members can't do whatever they want jus! because they feel like if; 

Human resource management policies that protect teachers s\ ho 
report or otherwise stand up to del end violations of the IIS, 
Constitution. 

B* Next Steps 

L Prepared to litigate 
2. Willing to mediate 

3* Insurance carrier for School Board notified?- we need copy of the 
letter tendering the matter to the insurance company and a copy or' 
the policy for the Board if it exists ( this is important because the 
$200,000 paid in the Olathe case to the ACLU attorneys came 
from the insurance policy and not out of the school budget). 



2< 
4. 



Coniiiuied [.titers to the Editor and appeal to the wider media. 



5. Other organizations, in addition k> the ACLU will also be send mi: 
letters to tlie Hoard in the very near term, as the> have asked for 
hi formation to formulate their letters. 

Conclusion 

A. We warn litis resolved sooner rather than later in Ihc interests of (he 
administrators, teachers, children and community. 

II Other school boards ha\ e re\ erscd their position on banning without 
litigation (Kite Runner/Illinois). 

C, Giving the Board the benefit of iJoubi. it was likely never fully briefed on 
the issues and implications surrounding a book ban, and unaware of the 
PoIic\ designed to keep books in School (Policy 6241), 

D - 1 ^ »ol "go away" Sandberg's judgment call that this would "go 
awa\** was incorrect. The issue will just continue to grow, The only ~ 
solution is to put the book hack now, and move forward with better 

policies. 



shoukf approach life— with the real pussibiln> thai you irn^U gel a metaphorical 
boner ai nm point" 

" A metaphorical boner?" I shouted " What die heck is a metaphorical boner/" 
Gorily laughed. " When I sa\ boner, J reallv mean jovA lie .said. 
^ 11^^ wh> dhtn'i you say joy? You didifl have In sa> boner. \\ hene\er 1 think of 
boners I get confused. 
v 1ioncr is funnier. And more joyful;" 

?0> J^iue 100.. Akid ymi better keep >our hands out of my ddu>Aiic\*> pannes. She A 
only daline you because she knows it will piss oie o!V. So I ain'l going fo get pissed. 
And if I am"! pissed then shell stop duling you. In die meantime, wn: Jum keep your 
f.rouser snake in jour trousers and I won't Ikhc lo punch \ou in die stomach A 
3^. Page 1 14.. AShe was wearing a white shut and while s.horK ami I could see die 
outlines of her while bra and white panties. Her skin was pule while. Milky white, 
(loud white. She was all while on while, like the most perfect kind of dcsseri cuke 
>ou\e ever seen, ! wanted to be her chocolate topping/" 

?7, Page i 1 A Alle\ AssholeA Howdy wrote hack, I'm >ick nj Indian inns who 
Ireat while women like bowling trophies. Gel a life'* 

38, Page 1 16.. /I think it means you're a racist asshole like even hods elscA 
,>a ^ 122.. A And 1 imagined that e\ er\ girl was immediate!) breathless and horm at 
the sight of my helbbottom slacks/* 

40, Page I2A. AAnd after the) all found oul 1 was a poor-ass Indian. I knew dh.\ would 
be a couple A 

41, Pane 125.. A 1 imagined that Lari said his daughter could go onI> if Rogei vol his 
hands into her panties instead of nieA 

42, Paue 126.,/" You and Penultimate are a great couple, man" 

"You think so' r * 

'A ealu Inne you done her set'/** 

"1 read) don't want to talk about thai siuffA 
4 v Page 12A *li >ou k.l people into you life a little bin they can he pre!i> damn 
amazing A 

44. Page 130_ ~v\ few minutes later, he e-inaiicd me a digital photo o( his bare ax. I 
don 4 know when he snapped that pic A 

45, Page 1 ^ I . . ARowdj was the opposite of repressed. He was exact I \ die kind of kid 
who would e-mail his bare asstand bare everything else to the world.' 7 

4(». Page S3i.,A< iordy. my manA I said, " 1 hm is most definite!} NOi a posicnoi. Thai 
is a slinky ass. You can smell the thing. e\en through ihe computer/' 
47, Page J 57.. /"She wanted lo forgive Gerald, die dumh-ass Spokane Indian alcoholic 
who ran o\ er and killed her" 

4K. Page 171... Cartoon caption Alesus farieth and burpeth in harmons ' 
MIRAa/LOl'S!! John 1 1 :35 «ni" 

49. Page I 72, ..Cartoon caption -grief (greeOm When you feel m> helpless and stupid 
that >ou think nothing will ever be right again, and your macaroni and Cheese taMes like 
sawdust and you can't e\ en jerk off because it seem- like too much trouble. \\ eKierA 
Diekshunnan 4eveA 

Mk Page 1 76../* Ihe world is onh broken into two tribes: The people who are assholes 
and (he people w ho are not/* 



51 Page !K5 . *Woa are a litlie asshole/Ahc spoils am said. A 
52. Page 1X5... "\Vos\A the sports gus said, "You're pissed/' 
52, Page I , . ."You can*! stop me, Fve been kicking \ our ass for fourteen wars." 

54, Pace IMA, AW ell kick sour asses next year/* Rossds wrote l\kk. \nd youT cr\ 
like the little laggot sou are/' 

55, Page AfA, Al snig;U he a faggoiA 1 wrote hack, "but I'm the faggot who heai sou " 

56, Page I " I was a happy faggot/* 

57, Page .Too..," ! can coum nn fingers, too. amis. leg-. c\es. car*, n^se, pcrak hat 
cheeks, and nipples, and still not gel close to my deaths/* 

5K Page 266,, A She hugged me hank .And I have to adirai that ii fell pret:> dung g^ui 
Miss Warren u;^ like, fills sears old, hut she was Mill preUs hot. She wa^all >kinm 
and muscular because she jogged all the time. So 1 sort of er. pfooAcalh reacted to he; 
hug. 

And the thing is. \J>*. Warren was hugging me no t:gra lha! I was pretts huv sfe 
could teel im. or, physical reaction, I was kind of p*'*^ know" 
> K K Page 200~2ui ..." I was stunned. Hut I wasn't sad, The grief didn*t hit me right aw a \ v 
No. I was mostly ashamed of my. er physical reaction to the hug. Yep. I had a big 
erection when f learned of m> sister's death/* 

60. Page 202.. "'I he guidance office was filled with .self-help books and inspirational 
posters and SA1 test hooks and college brochures and scholarship applications, and I 
kness that none of thai, ahsohneh none of it. meant shit. 

61, Page 20A.,"K.iss nn ossA 1 said and ran/" 

62,. Page 212..." Okas, listen, fm no! a cruel bastard, okas"** 

oA Page 216,. **I wanted then: to gel miohjj and gel sober and gel the hell of! the ?e/A 

64. Page 217.,. "\And the tribe of chronic masturbacoiA* 

65. PACrl: 221 Alt 1 had a dog with a face like yours, I'd shase it's ass and leach if to 
walk backwards." 

66. Page 222,. 21 mean,, we're Indian-, and we like to make up shit about lakes, sou 
know/' 

67. Page 224,. /die woukhse j u>t called me a wuss or a pussy" 
oS. Page 225,, ,"1 line that tree/* 1 said 

vx J hat 2s because sou are a tree fagA Rowds said 
'Tm not a tree fae. A 1 said. 

" Then boss come sou stick your dick inside knotholes?" 
"I stick m\ dick in the girl trees," 1 said. 
60. Page 226... "But Rowds broke the spell 

1 ie farted. A greass one. A greasy smells one that sounded like it was half 

solid/* 

T n, Page 2JX.. AJ thought about telling him io bite nu ass" 

71 . Page 228.. A Yoifve neser beaten me one-on-oneA he said. "You pusssA 

AA Page 229.. A W here do s ou think sou dumb-ass? Right here, where I've alwass 

bean," 

73, Page 22 ( >,,A Wow, you were reading a hook! * 1 said with mock surprise." 
*T at me." I Ie said," 

74 Page 230..7TeahA Rosvd) said. "Just make sure yon send me postcards, you 
asshole." 



Cfms L Nicastro, PhJD. 

Commissioner of Education 




Michael J. Mumks 
Assistant Cmnmssmnu 
Office of CoHego ana Caress* Readiness 



Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

— Missouri public &thmtm tim &m choice . »ih® b&st mrnln! — 



TO: School Administrators and School Personnel 

FKOiVl: Michael Muenks, Assistant Commissioner 

PATE: June 23, 2010 

SUBJECT: Common Core State Standards 

CC: RPDC Directors and Staff, Area Supervisors, Federal School Improvement Supervisors 

Department Offices 

Thank you to the many teachers and administrators who provided feedback and input to the 
development of the Common Core State Standards. We have worked closely in recent months 
with the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and the Council of Chief State 
Officers to develop the standards, which were released to the public on June 2, 

On the recommendation of Commissioner of Education Chris L. Nicastro, the State Board of 
Education voted last week to adopt the Common Core State Standards. Missouri became the 
10th state to adopt them, and we appreciate the wide spread enthusiasm and support for the new 

standard's. 



The forma! adoption of the Common Core Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics 
is only the beginning of a lengthy process, which is now moving to the assessment development 
stage. Department staff members are focused and committed to making this transition as smooth 
as possible for school districts in Missouri, 

One of the components of the Common Core Initiative is that states join one of the various 
consortia to work cooperatively in designing formative and summative assessments to 
accompany the new standards. Missouri is a governing member of the SMARTER Balanced 
assessment consortium. 



The goal of that consortium is to have assessments in English Language Arts and Mathematics 
available by the 2012-2013 school year at the earliest. Until such time, Missouri students will 
continue to take Grade-level and £nd~of-Course assessments aligned to Missouri's 2.0 Grade- 
level and Course-level expectations. 

District accountability w ill continue to be based upon student performance on those assessments. 
So, although districts should continue to update curriculum, as has been done in the past, the 
focus for now should remain on the standards that align with the assessments that will be used 
for district accountability - the 2,0 Missouri Grade-level and Course-level expectations. 

Moving forward. Department staff members have been making plans to ensure that teachers will 
have the information and tools necessary to successfully implement the standards in a uniform 
manner throughout the state. We will be helping Missouri educators become familiar with the 
documents and will provide information on specific differences between the Common Core 



standards and Missouri's 2.0 GLEs/CLEs. Professional learning opportunities for Missouri 
educators also will be provided to districts as implementation nears. 

In the meantime, districts should continue to ensure that teachers are providing the best 
instruction possible for students - focused on the current GLEs/CLEs. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the curriculum section at 573-751-2625 with any questions as 
we move through the implementation process. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 



To oiler a complete program to educate and equip each student 
to live a responsible and profitable life as a citizen of the 
community nation and world. 

PHILOSOPHY 

A philosoptn of education is the foundation on which a school 
district is built and upon which the product of the school 
program is evaluated. The philosophy herein subscribed to b> 
the Stockton R-1 Board of Education shall be a guide in 
determining the policies, rules and regulations of the school 
district 

Recognizing each student as a unique individual we believe 
that education should provide an opportunity for the maximum 
development of each individual within the limitations of his 
capacities. Through education, it is possible for the individual 
to discover and endeavor to achieve to the limits of his 
capacities.. 

We believe that in a democratic society, education must help 
the student realize his worth as an individual and should lead 
him toward becoming a productive member of society. Strong 
emphasis must be placed upon democratic values, which are 
important for an effective and satisfying personal and social 
life. 

We believe that the role of the teacher in the educational 
process is to provide opportunities for the individual to achieve 
at the maximum level of capacity, to create a learning situation 
in which individual motivation for learning is the stimulus for 
achievement and to promote through teaching and example the 
principles of the democratic way of life. 

We believe that parents/guardians have definite responsibilities 
in education. They need to have a basic confidence in the 
school and they need to impart this confidence to the students. 
The parents/guardians may do this by cooperating to the fullest 
with the schools, by encouraging the student to give his ; her best 



efforts 10 his daily school responsibilities and by participating in 
school activities. 

We believe that the student must have responsibilities in the 
educational program of his community. Most important of 
these is attitude, The student is obligated to come with an open 
mind, equipped with all necessary materials, ready to fulfill his 
responsibilities in the learning process. The basic altitude 
should be that the school is an institution of opportunity, staffed 
with trained personnel to help the student become a 
contributing member of society . 

We believe that the foundation of the district's educational 
program is based on the development of competencies in the 
basic fundamentals of reading, oral and written communication 
and mathematics. 

It is. therefore, the responsibility of the district to provide an 
educational environment lor children of the district which will 
foster and accelerate their intellectual plnsieal. emotional 
social and career development. 

Stockton R-l Board of Education 

STOCKTON R I SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
P.O. BOX 190, #1 Tiger Drive 
STOCKTON, MISSOURI 65785 

TELEPHONE: {417) 276-8806 

FAX: (417) 276 8584 

Ms. Shannon Snow. ....... * Superintendent 

Mr. John french ................ Principal 

Mr. Ken Shipps ............. ..........Assistant Principal 

Mr. Kevin Burns... ........Guidance Counselor 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

The citizens of the Stockton R-l School District elect a hoard of 
seven directors to approve the policies for the operation of the 
public schools. To the Board of Education falls the monumental 
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IRREGULAR BEHAVIOR 

Irregular behavior on campus such as fighting, use of prokmil). 
use of illicit druus. use or possession ofalcohoL or the use or 
possession of* tobacco or tobacco products will result in 
immediate disciplinary action. The Board of Ldueation and 
Missouri School Law provide for the suspension or expulsion of 
students for such behavior, 

LUNCH & BREAKFAST PROGRAM 

The school district's breakfast and lunch programs arc designed 
to serve nutritious, balanced and appetizing meals at a nominal 
cost to the student. The price for student breakfast and lunch is 
subject to change based upon the financial experience of the 
program. Current prices are breakfast. $ JO, reduced. $.30; 
lunch. $1.25, reduced. SAO, Lxtra milk sells for S.2U. A la 
carte items are available and must be purchased with a lunch 
card. Parents/Students who feel that they may qualify for free 
or reduced lunches may pick up an application in the 
Superintendent's office. Breakfast and lunch may be 
purchased with a lunch card only, no cash and no charge. 

LUNCHROOM ACCOUNTS 

1 < l-ach student will be assigned a lunch card that is to 
be used to pay for meals and a la carte items, 

2. If the initial card is lost or damaged, the second card 
will cost $5.00. 

3. Students can put money in their account at the high 
school office before the school day begins. 

■4. Students must pay full price for all extra items or 
second breakfasts/lunches, Once an account owes 
$10, students will have cards confiscated (free 
hmch students will not be allowed to have 
seconds or additional items.) 

5. If there are am problems with an account, a student 
should see the cashier before the beginning of the 
school day* 

LUNCHROOM PROCEDURES 
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BEHAVIOR RULES 



The following behavior rules apply io all K-12 students in 
attendance in district instructional and support program* as v\ell 
as school sponsored activities and events. All students should 
report my possible threats to students and staff safety to 
the nearest authority, Each possible threat should be 
treated as real and taken seriously, 
Absences - Regular school attendance is expected of all 
students and is essential to good performance. Parents are 
to notify the school in the event a student is absent. 
Bullying - The district is committed to maintaining a 
learning and working environment free of any form of 
bullying or intimidation by students toward district personnel 
or students on school grounds, during school time, at a 
school sponsored activity, or in a school related context. 
Bullying is the intentional action by an individual or group to 
inflict physical, emotional, or mental suffering on another 
individual or group of individuals. 
Physical Assault - Physical attack by one person (or by 
a group of persons) upon another person, who does not 
wish to engage in the conflict and who has not provoked the 
attack. 

Cheating - Using, submitting, or attempting to obtain 

answers dishonestly by deceit, or by means other than 

those authorized by the teacher. 
Damaging or Defacing Property ~ Destroying or 

mutilating objects or materials belonging to the school, 

school personnel or other persons. 
Disorderly Conduct, including Profanity and 
Obscene Behavior - Conduct and/or behavior that is 

disruptive to the orderly educational procedure of the 

school. Any obscenity, obscene gesture, swearing, 

cursing, whether verbal or written. 
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Report Text Selectable Course Curriculum page 1 of 1 1 

Course Curriculum Text Report 



Grade: 9th Grade 
Course ; English I 
Discipline: Communication Arts 
Board Approval Date;; 



Cxmmm Description 

This, cou^e is designed to cover the basics in grammar and literature. Gramma? units include the eight parts of speech, punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, and composition. The study of literature is designed to encourage the development of interpretive skills and 
encompasses short stones, poetry, plays, essays, and biography, A unit on the use of the library and resource material aids students in the 
development of research skills, 1 UNIT (9) - REQUIRED COURSE 



Course Rationale 

The purpose of English I it; to provide students with a solid foundation in speaking and writing standard English as well as reading and 
evaluating basic forms of literature. Students should also master basic skills necessary to gather information and to solve problems that may 
be encountered in the workforce and independent liwg circumstances. 



Selected Objective Curriculum Items: 



♦ Unit 

• Local Objective 

• Objective used to evaluate students 

* Objective is A* 

# Assessment Activity 

* Level of Expectation 

• List of concepts and Evaluation Types 

* Learning Activity 

♦ Instructional Method 
« Content Standards 

• Process Standards 

* Equity/Workplace Readiness 

* Resources 

• Correction Exercise 

* Ennchment Exercise 

• Special Needs 

♦ English Language Learner 
» GLEs vLG 

• GLEs v2.0 and CLEs 

m Objective Notes/Essential Questions 
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Objective used to evaluate students 

Yes 

Assessment Activity- 

Create newspaper stories that include proper nouns and adjectives, also include names,titles and abreviattorv*. 

Level of Expectation 

80% 



List of concepts and Evaluation Types 







Utih/atson o # tapai-altfawcn and Punctuator* 





Learning Activity 

Locate and categorize examples in literature, newspapers, or magazines of the uses of commas, 
Instructional Method 

Illustrate the rules and show examples, (Supply with copies of rules and examples.) \ 

i 

Content Standards \ 

CA t ! 

Process Standards 

2,2 

Correction Exercise 

j Critque exercises on capitalization and punctuation, 
; Enrichment Exercise 

, Compose promotional advertisements urging people to visit your city or state, 



GLEs v3L0 





0:?>< ipMhr 










OLE 


CA.-2/2/C/09 
12 /a 


Commun»ca'ion 

Arts 


Writing 


Compose well-developed 
text using standard 
English convention* 


Punctuation 


Grade 9-12 


in compose text, use - correct io'rnminq (e.g., 
quotation mark*, sialics anc und^-nmg} w citations - 
hyphens for compound adjertwts 


12 'a 


tQmmuno^nn 
Arts 


Writing 


Apply a writing precox r, 
composing text 


Wnting 

Process 


Grade 9-12 


Follnw a writinc ptnrcss tn • indrnrndei'Jy ceatc 
app^opnate graphic orgarwers as needed - as^ 
writing proofs to wit* effectively in various forms and 
types of twr&ng 


l?/a 


Communcation 
Art*, 


Wntlnc 


Compose weft-developed 

text imnq sUnc&rd 
English conventions 




Grade 9-12 


In writing, use dict*onarv, sp<>f!-rtierk and o*h*r 

resources to spell correctly 


CAj2f2iCjG$~ 

32/a 


Commtj ^cation 

Arts 


Writing 


Compos? well* developed 
test usmg standard 
English conventions 


Punctuation 


Grade 9-12 


In composing text, u«w - correct fj**"Tsatt^g {e.q., 
quotation marks, sialics un0f**i«nif»G) m citation* - 
hyphens for compound a&zclwc; 
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Unit 

Fiction * Short Stone* 
I Local Objective 

Select several short stones in the McDouga! Lillet! Grade 9 English book. 
Identify and define the elements of fiction, 

Expose students 10 several different authors by reviewing author background. 
Connect each author's life to his/her short story. 
Read short, story to understand plot, haracter, setting and theme. 
Connect story theme/message to student experience. 

Objective used to evaluate students 

Yes 

Assessment Activity 

Student connects author to story to understand how/why authors select what they write, 
: Student identifies plot, characters, setting and theme of each story, 
Student connects theme to own life experience, 

Level of Expectation 

mm 



List of concepts and Evaluation Types 



Concept 


fcvvilurfh'jh fype 


Connect sto-y theme to own life expedience 


m 


Identify and defirtt* elements cf fiction 


SR 


Stadeni wJI g cat report' on specif c author, 


PE 


Jcciti** plot, cMardairs, «ett*ng anil Hie* **( 


m 



Learning Activity 

I Complete worksheet which identifies literary terms used with fiction, 
Read assigned author backgrounds and short stones. 

Complete worksheet that documents elements of fiction and author information for each short story. 
Discuss each story's plot, characters, setting and theme and author tie. 

Instructional Method 

t The instructor will use worksheets and class discussion after completion of short story. 
Students wit? use internet for online research about specific author. 



Content Standards 

CA 2, CA ? 

Process Standards 

3.1,4,1 

Resources 

Select several short stories in the McDougal Lrttell Grade 9 English book. 



Enrichment Exercise 

Use internet to research specific aiMm to gather in-depth infemratta about the author. Use this information to create oral report, to class. 
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U\ kv'S: 




i-V a"Ki 










CA/1 l/G'09 
li'a 




Redding 


Develop and apply 
sic% and 
strategics to the 
reading process 


During 
Reading 


Grade 9-12 


Duong »edd »g, utilze strain, ts - seP-c^evjor arts ceres 
- mfer * vrs^ahiv - predict and ched'iisms cuc*n$sy$teTK < 
meaning *- structure * visja! 


12- a 


Co^nm-Liicstjon 




Develop and apply 
skills arc 
sAJdteyKfsto the 
reading process 


Voca!)ularv 


Grade 9-12 


B^vdop vocabulary th-au^ text, cb*r g ~ ^ob- a?s^ - 
context cIik**- - glossary, ctetioidry ane cne^'ir^ 


CA<1. 1/H/CH 
1^ a 


Lo~sm^rnai£D^ 
Arf«, 




Develop and apply 
skclfc and 
strategies to tne 
reading process 


Pos^-Reading 


Grade 


App>y post-^adnrj -sk«*« , to uj-np'fh* 10 d v.rrarctte/t 
question ic cla'rfy - 1 eHf cl - ar>ai,-*e - dra* condj&oiN 
ujt***w - pa^hrabe 


11' >a 


Arte 


Writing 


Write effectively m 
vanou5> farms and 
types of w*tmg 


Summary 
Wrrttng 


Grade 9-12 


Wr*le - d f!»ultt ad^grfiah tt>4 ma: i,i?T»rna , Vi£* ia*g«* amotnu 
of internal on d**aiy and corrstfy - cermet** resecr Js 
paper s-;r ejects tt*al de^lop a thes $,rora r» n^rnatior her* 
row uste scjrcer> aid corrfrrro tu a sly*e rr^nual (e/i , APA, 
MIA) 


CA-I'M/Q^ 


Communicatfon 
Arts* 


Reading 


Develop and a poly 
skills a'ld 
toategies to the 

reading process 


Making 
Connections 


Grade 9-12 


Go^pa^e, contra ^, malvie and t'vdfcwft c.v/r*rt on*, 
between - tiforniaoor. and rcWticrsriifis r< vs*»nj > fu?><:r srs 
na*»-ftcvor wo y « - text ideas an>1 own TO£r<£nc£s - text 
idsas and t&e woncf by esnalyzng bhcj ev'sjuat'ifj th6 
reitftio'^ip between ir.t«ra*ure an3 its h«stor«:al p^nr-d drd 
culture. 


CA/i/l/C/09- 
12-'i 


GorrirounicatiGn 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply 
tJcflfc and 
strategies to the 
reaping process 


Phonics 


Grade 9-12 


Apply dt*cod,r«3 strategy m p'cfclen-ikte jn^QA" 
wo-os when reading 
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Unit 

Poetry 

Local Objective 

Students will study several different poems and poets. They will dissect poerns using the five poetry elements - form, sound, speaker, 
imagery, and figurative language. They will make connections to the poet and his/her poetry. 

Students will write their own poetry. 
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Unit 

Research & Wntmg a Report using MLA Style 
local Objective 

The student will select and limit a report topic and locate appropriate reference materials. The student will arrange documentation sources 
: and prepare a works cited page demonstrating the MLA style for documentation of sources. 

Objective used to evaluate stafertts 

Yes 

Assessment Activity 

Research and compose a three page report with documentation and a works cited page, typed. 

\ 

Level of Expectation 

70% 



List of concepts and Evaluation Types 





frv<*!lirf?L'f« Type ! 

■,.:.,-■■„,„ , , , 1 1 1 


3raph«c organizers, note tskirrj, ate sources 





Learning Activity 

Illustrate the format and layout rules for MLA style* Model documenting rules. 
Instructional Method 

\ Illustrate the format and layout rules for NLA style. Model documenting rules. 

t 

Content Standards 

CA4 

Process Standards 

Correction Exercise 

Evaluate reliability of sources, 



GLEs vl.O 



Uf one 


Hi* i s * r>f- 


Stvima 


Big I'j&a 


Concept 


Grailr I eve* '"Course 


bn; 


CAW1/B/09- 


Ccrirnunfcatsoo 
Arts 


Informal on 
Literacy 


Develop and appiy 

effective search 
process skills Id 
gaiher, analyse and 
evaluate information 


Acquire 
Information 


Grade 9-12 


Locate and use multiple primary' and secondary 
sources to - select relevant and creti ble intornstion * 
evaluate reJiaa&ty of information - evaluate rdsato'rjy 
of sources 


12/ a 


Communicators 
Arts 


Writing 


Wnie effectively m 
various form*? #n*J 
types of writing 


Audience and 
Purpose 


Grade 9-12 


Compose texts > for a variety of career and workplace 
communications * e.£., job appkat;D% resume, twe 
letter, tc&ege apnteato** essay, tnan k-you note, 
follow-up note, terms, project proposal, brochure 
and/sr concise erections} - for vaious audiences and 
purposes, selecting and apsl/.rH; appropriate format, 
style, tone and pwm of we* 




Arts 


Writing 


Wnte. effective^ in 
various forms and 
types writing 


Note-Taking 


Grade 9-12 






Communication 


Writing 


Wnie effectively in 
various forms and 


Expository 

and 


Grade K 


Ran and tell ar ides througr pictures and words 
using factual information, w?tn teacher aswjslar-ce 
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Wrrtina 






CA>?/3 A/D'J 
1? a 






Write efact vply in 
various f arms and 
type*? c*f vjTiimo 


Karretjve a^d 

De^cpt ve 




Wr>ie a personal r3'ra:ive fo> reV-H*- e/se^e^ce^ 
{e.g., i»cho«a*sfvp:, appl^trons and poct-seconda* y 


CA 2 3 D>C9- ' CcTrn.incatun 1 Wrong 

12 i Arts 


Wnte effect* /el v «n 

^dnous. *snrs and 
types o* wm ng 


Summary 
Wrfcng 


Grad? 9-12 


Wrte - a rruft -ps^raph te*t tia; s^p-an/t^ l*rg? 
amounts o' .r'orn-a*:^ f k-d'W ^ - 

rt/«fnrrr to o siyl* rur^ud {eg., APA, MlAj 


CA,'? J A/09 f" r;*r*T»j{ ic:Mon 
12 * Art*. 

L — 


Writing 


App-v e ¥vn:*ro 
curnpos * fc p/t 


Process 


Gra3*9-I2 


f ollnw, ^ wiorp p-ote <<- t:» ~ Ti^pcnde/'rly rrr»?:t 
apD^pnaie graph < trg&rvt^ «*< n&Hinc - a£p f ? 
wr tint; prtfC». r *s to WMi«* rf£V* <n var-yj ♦ fy"i< 
and ty-p€5 nf w.trg 


1A 4>i > Co^rnjfii.'citsur 
1? rt ; An* 


Inf carnation 
nvracy 


Develop dnd <*L*yty 
«ffertfve research 
process sk.lls to 
(fatter, analyse ar«c 
evaluate inf-jrn.aflar 


Sou* rp; 
Consulted 




Hi** scurry- rj ir**?^ ration ijynq a s'andsrr 1 -n^ts^- 
docjrne-ntatio** 
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i Unit 

Drama • Romeo and Juliet 



Local Objective 

I Expose student to the World of Shakespeare and his influence on literature, 
Expose student to Shakespearian tragedy. 
Evaluate characters 1 personalities and interactions - results of both, 



Objective used to evaluate sfydents 
Yes 



Assessment Activity 

Provide students with an excerpt from Romeo § Met. Evaluate information or clues about plot, character, setting, staging, point of view and 
theme. Select key words and passages. Compose a final notation describing the total effect. 

Level of Expectation 

80% 



List of concepts and Evaluation Types 





!-vafcj»3tjnn f ypr: 


Vocabulary 


MC 


analyze, evaluate, vocabulary, rdg w/expression 


CR 



Learning Activity 

Learn about Shakespeare's Life and Times to give background for studying his work. 

Read Romeo and Juliet for plot and character. 

Write character analysis for one of the major characters, 

Watch portions of two movies to compare'dramatic interpretations with play, each other. 



Instructional Method 

Students and teacher will discuss plot of play and determine critical events in each scene/act, After each act students will ana!< 
charcters' actions and plot. 



Content Standards 

CA i t CA2 

Process Standards 
1.6,3.1,4.1 

Resources 

Copy of the play, Romeo and Juliet. Handouts. Overhead Projector. Video of the play. 
Enrichment Exercise 

Construct a plan that Romeo and Juliet could use to try to solve the problem they find themselves facing at the end Act I. Justify why your 
plan m tght or might not work and defend it. M iy mn ^ mr 

<3LEs vl.0 







Strand 


iMj Jdr<* 




Grade ! t*vei/Gou?<>f 


G;r 


12/,* 


Communication 
Arte 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
&nnsQ?er> to the rc3<*Jr*9 

process 


Vocabulary 


Grade 9-12 


Develop vocabulary through teat, using - roots and 
aff?xes « context clues - glossary dictionary imti 
tteaurus 


CA/l/J/I/09- 


Communication! 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 


Making 


Grade 9-12 


Compare, contrast analysr anc evaluate 
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J 2 'a 


Art- 




strategies, to t*ie reading 
process* 


Connections 




romeoo^ between - wfnrrnatic." ar»o 
rdatonships various fiction and norH^er- 
works - tpyt ideas and own exf^nences * t* 5 *: 
ideas and the world b V ' analog anc evaluates 
the relations^ p between literature and its 
historical ppn«d ar-d culture 


CMP B;D9< 
12/a 


Communtcaiion 
Aru. 


fteadmg 


Develop and apply skills and 
■strategies to comprehend, 
analyse and evaluate fif1>on, 
poetry and drama from «> 
wanely of cultures and time* 


Literary 
Devte 


Grade 9- J 2 


Analyze and t*vatja;e aut^cr s <tf h-jurai^e 
language { emphasize s*on/), smac^y- ar»»i s&ind 
devices- ?n portry ano prose 


12 3 


CDTfmun;cation 
A4i 


Realms 


Develop and apply skills aoa 
strategies tc the radd-ug 
proa*** 


Fluency 


Grade 9-12 


Read §r art* -leva! in«,truct^oriaJ te>t - with fte^/, . 
accuracy ana app' opiate expre^/on - aa^inrs 
reading ra*<? to dr^u-uky an** type c' t?*; | 
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Unit 

Epic - The Odyssey 
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Unit 

NorH-ict*on 
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Course Curriculum Text Report 

Grade: ioth Gratis 
Courses tnylisih II 
Discipline: Communicator* Arts 
Board Approval Date: 



Course Pascnptlcin 

The tenth grade language arts curriculum focuses on students writing for a variiy of topics using diverse sources, Writing instruction 
emphasizes vocabulary, accepted patterns of organization, development and support of ideas, and acceptable usage and mechanics which 
prepares them for future studies and for the workplace. Students will read and respond to literature, 1 UNIT (10) - REQUIRED COURSE 
Prerequisite: English I 



Course Rationale 

The purpose of English li is to prepare students for lifelong learning through the development of stronger communication skills which are 
essentia! in the development of an educated citizenry that can communicate effectively in the classroom and the workplace, 



Selected Objective Curriculum Items: 

• Unit 

* Local Objective 

* Objective used to evaluate students 

♦ Objective is 

♦ Assessment Activity 

* Level of Expectation 

* List of concepts and Evaluation Types 

* Learning Activity 

• instructional Method 

• Content Standards 

# Process Standards 

« Equity/Workplace Readiness 

♦ Resources 

* Correction Exercise 

• Enrichment Exercise 

• Special Needs 

* English Language Learner 

• GLEs vl.O 

• GLEs v2,0 and CLEs 

* Objective Notes/Essential Questions 
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Unit 

Short Stones 
Local Objective 

Students will be able to analyse the elements of fiction and identify their characteristics and use them to predict, visualise, question and 
evaluate a work> Students will be able to analyse techniques used in characterisation, theme and point of view, Students will be able to 
evaluate literature using the following literary terms: plot, character, setting, theme and point of view. Students will be able to write 
effectively m various forms and types of writing. 

Objective used to evaluate students 

Yes 

Assessment Activity 

Missouri Holistic Scoring Rubric 
Written test 
Group discussion 



Learning Activity 

read and evaluate short stones 

evaluate stones for theme/connections to self/text/world 

journal 

answer opinion questions based on the text 

i Instructional Method 

I mode! read aloud strategy 
; monitor guided practice 

monitor small group interaction 

lecture 



QLEs v2»0 and CLEs 



01 r L'alc 




Stra id 








Gl r. j 


GA.'R/2/C/EU/b. 


Communication 


Reading 


Develop an$ apply skiRs and 
strategics to comprehend, ana^c 
and evaluate fkfron, poetry and 
drama from s variety of cultures, and 
times 


Literary tltfments 


English? II 


Us^ details from U-xl(i*) ?c- 
analyze dwae'er, plot, s»&r«n3, 
po-ni c- view 


LA'R 2/B/UI/e, 


CommuwLdtiUM 
Arts 




Develop and apply skills and 
strategics to cornpfenpnd, anaiy7<? 
and evaluate fiction, poetry and 
drams from g variety of cultures and 
times 


Literary Techniques 


Cnglish 11 


fdenttfy *sficl explain Met&ry 
teen mo iff 5 f m text err-piss^ng 
an3jy?e and evaluate ^era-v 
tecfin-aurs previously »n: reduces 


CA/'W/i/A/eil/a, 


Communication 

Arts 


Writing 


Apply a writing process in 
composing text 


Writing Process 


English U 


Apply a wntsnc process to write 
ef*ettivdy in various form* <ind 
typps o c writing (W3A; 


OAV/3/A/EIl/a. 


Communication 
Arts 


Writing 


Write effectively n various forms 
3rd types of writing 


forms/I vpes/Modes 
of Wntsnq 


EngJilh II 

i 


Comport a *sr»oty of tcv?x 
using narratve, descriptive, 
expository, ano/or pe*vjas«ve 
features 
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Unit 

Grammar Review 
Local Objective 

Students will be able to differentiate between the eight basic parts of speech. 

Objective used to evaluate students 

Yes 

Assessment Activity 

test. 

i Learning Activity 

grammar exercises 
writing assignments 
proofreading exercises 

Instructional Method 

model sentence diagramming 
model correct sentence structure 



GLEs v2,Q and CiEs 



\ r 






Bq M s ».s 


Cur c»*pc 




. , « — , — .1 


|: CA/VV/3/A/EIi/b, 


Communication 


Wnting 


Write effectively r* various 
forms and type?, of writing 


forrns/1ype«»/Modlt& of 


Cnglish II 


Compose a variety tc^, «n vanou * 
formats mciud»ng worxplrft'* 
fommun ration 


CA/W/i/A/£iI/a, 


Communication 
AT* 


Wrdmg 


Apply a writing process »n 
composing text 


Writing Protest 


EneKh U 


Apply a wntrig p#nr<*s<s to wnle 
effectiveiy in van ©us forns anc tyr^ s' 
wntng{W3A) 
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f Unit 

Julius Caesar 
; Local Objective 

The student will under stand and appreciate a classic drama; understand blank verse; understand Shakespeare's plays, 

Objective used to evaluate students 

Yes 

Assessment Activity 

Missouri Holistic Scoring Rubric 
Test 

Small Group discussion 

I Learning Activity 

I soliloquy/aside handout 

I create 12 line theater per act 

readet's theater 

small group discussion 

Instructional Method 

lecture 
model 

monitor reader's theater 

Content Standards 

CA 2, CA 4 

Resources 

The Tragedy of Julius Caesar condensed version of The Twelfth Night Julius Caesar film Shakespeare in Love film Shakespeare for Kids 



GLEs vl*0 









Big Jcleui 


Conceal 


6r<*Jr trvel/Co-F^ 




CA/1/2/A/09- 
12/a 


Communication 
Arts 


Readirtq 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to comprehene, 
analyje and evaluate fiction, 

poetry and drama from a 
variety cf cultures and tsmes 


Text 

features 


Grade* 9-12 


Locate - interpret and apply informatics m tiN* tabl* of 
contents and glossary - and recognize the tec features 
of fiction, poetry and drama in grade-ievei tev: 


CA/2/3M/09- 
J2/a 


Comrnuucation 

Arts 




Apply a writing process in 
composing text 


Wntmg 

Process 


Grade 9-12 


follow a writing process to * independently create 
appropriate graphic organizer*: as reeded - apply 
writing protest to writs effectively in varous tarns and 
types of w*tHHj 


CA/2/3/B/09" 
12/a 


Communication 
Arts 


Writing 


Wnte effectively m various 
forms and types of writing 


Note- 
Taking 


Grade 9-12 




.Ufa 


Cornmur\K2imi 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
st rabies to mmprvhmdi, 
analyze and evaluate fiction, 
poetry and drama from a 
vsr set / culture? and times 


Literary 
Devices 


Grade 9-12 


Analyze and evaluate authcr, s use cf figurative 
language (emphasis iron/), imagery and sourd 
devices -n poetry and prose 


CA/2/3^E/09' 


Commtjnjcation 

Arts 


Writing 


Wnte effectively n various 
forms and types of wrmng 


Audience 
aid 

Purpose 


Grade 9-12 


Compose text*> - for a vanety of career aii'i wo"k>I^co 
communications {e*0>, joo app&car«or;, res. me, cover 
letter, college application essay, tnaoi-you rcte follow 
up note, ferns, project proposal, b-Ckr-ur* and;c 
concise directions) •• for various audience* and 
purposes, setertinc and applying appropriate fcrmat, 
style, tone and point of view 


CA/I/2/C/09- 
12 'a 


Commendation 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to comprehend, 


Text 
Clements 


Grade 9-12 


Use details from text to * anatyro character p*r;t, 
setting, point of view and deveiop*nert of trseme - 
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analvte *m\ **valu&\c fiction 
poetry and arama f-om a 
variety tsf cultures and irmes 



evtfijdte prolific -ifiltit .^r*« - ant*v*« Vi^ Ctv^rspT^r* 
of a theme acrrsa. a^n^» - evgfup** t~*~ efea nf 
aut*>cr s tfyk ^r>j cample* fte'ary tech w c»«** 
(;nuu<|5'?q tone 



GLEs v2*0 and CUEs 















CAAV/i/A/tH/a. 


Communication 


Writing 


Apply a writing p^oce^ >n 
compowng v&i 


Writing 
Process 


fcngl:sh 11 


varies forms & r i6 type*; writing (VV3A; 
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| Unit 
ITKAM 

Loo! Objective 

Students will analyze and evaluate literary devices and techniques, 

Students will identify the elements of a novel including setting, plot, characterization, theme, point of view, irony, iheme> 

Students will analyze and evaluate how language and communications influence and reflect the culture/eras in which they are created, 

Students will relate the novel and other texts to prior experiences. 

Students will apply information, ideas, processes and skills learned m the study of communication arts to new situations/tasks. 

Objective used to evaluate students 

Yes 

I Assessment Activity 

! accelerated reader qui? 
I character identification 
I quote identification 

t biopoem written over a character from the novel 

Learning Activity 

courage handout-rank scenarios 

literature circles/role sheets 

graphic organizers 

idiom handout 

create collage/biopoem 
• assess novel/character analysis paper 
j affusions handout 

tea party /tea party ettiquette 

Instructional Method 

lecture model 
whole group discussion 

monitor literature circles/assess individual literature circle role sheets 
questioning 

Content Standards 

CA 2 

Process Standards 

1,6,2.3, 1,5,3.7, 3.6, 4.6 

Resources 

To Kill A Mockingbird novel 
Accelerated Reader 



GLEs vi.O 













BK; IC(M 






bt r 


CA 3/?- -A/09- I C^mu meatier* 
12/a J. Arts 


Listening 

and 

Speaking 


Develop and apply efertiv* 

for various audiences and 
purposes 


Discussion 
Presentation 


Grade 9-12 


in disc uv?on«i and pri*srritaUr.n*, f - reran* 

concise presentation;, an a variet/ of top • 
^corporate appropriate med*a or technobqy - 
respond to feedback - de f end de^s - 
demonstrate paw ana *^t-cmUci 


l?ta Arts 


Writing 


Apply a Vrnting process m 
composing text 


Writing 
Process 


Grade 


f ollow a writing protest ?o - indeppndfT.tiy 
create- appropriate graphs organisers as 
needed - appi> writing process to wr te 
effectively m vacuus ferns and type* of vVitng 


CA'1,2/C/CK*- ; Ccmmtinicdt-on 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 


Text Elements 


Grade 9-12 


Use details from text to - anat/?e ch2-*w r*r, 
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1 ?••,-! 


Art-, 




strategy to tompreftcrncl 
analyze and evaluate flraor, 
poetry and drgTia tmm a 
vaoety of culture and urmxs 






ptol, scUusc, pomi o* V'O^ 3t*g aevebpm^nr of 
theme - evaluate proposed soJutrni - ana*-/?e 
tne development o< a tneme across genres - 
evaluate the eff&z of author s siylp anrs 
complex Nterary technique*, {mdud ng tone) 


CA/1/2 A,Q> 




Reading 


Develop <3nd apply skifes and 
strategy to cf*mp*ehenri, 
analyze and evaluate fiction, 
poetry ami drama *rorr> a 
v<VK»ty Of euJUres sn-cl tirev. 


Text features 


G<-ade9-i? 


Locate - ime^et and appfy information t»tk> r 
cable ct contents a^c* glossary - grd recoqnwe , 
itie lex: features c* f«c:»cn, poetry ©r.c dr^nia »n 
graoe-kvd te*; 


17' a 


Ccmnvjwctf .on 
A"t x : 


^eaanc 


Develop a^d apply *JaH and 
strdittfj-fjs to comprehend, 
analyze and evaluate fiction, 
poetry and drama fro*n a 
vanity t*f tuft jrf»f» and times 


Uterary 
Devices 


6r30e«M2 


Analyse and evaluate autrwr *> tsc- c/ 
figurative language femphas^e irony*}, imagery 
ano sound device* «n poeiy end prose 


CA- 2. 2-1/09- J CommunitdtJOM 

!2/>i | Art?* 


Writ »o g 


Compose well- dcvoloped te*t 
uyng standard Fnqf^h 
conventions 


Sentence 
Conslmcison 


Grade 9-22 


In composis-s text, t<se • a vd-^jty of sentence 
structure aic length for static effeci - 
cohesive devices ~ act.w voice constructs 
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Unit 

lAemtim Mosaic 
Local Objective 

Analyze the elements of fiction and identify their characteristics and use them to predict, visualise, question arid evaluate a work. Analyze 
techniques used m characterisation, theme, and point of view. Anaylyze, evaluate and appreciate narrative nonfiction Organize information 
into charts as the basis for clarifying, visualizing and questioning a writer's attitude, motive and purpose. 

Objective used to evaluate students 

Yes 

Assessment Activity 

teacher created quiz- T/F, short answer, matching teacher created test-MC, short answer, matching, essay, performance event small group 
discussion oral presentations 

i Learning Activity 

Identify literary techniques including figurative language, imagery, symbolism, allusion, tone, and irony. Identify elements of 
fiction/nonfiction including setting, plot, characters, theme, points of view and tone. Recognize relationship between historical and/or cultural 
perspective and literature. Compare/contrast elements of fiction/non fiction from reading selections 

Instructional Method 

model lecture guided practice Independent practice class discussion 

Process Standards 
;3.8, 1.6, 3.5, 3,7, 1,5, 2.4 



GLEs vlA 





Dr.t JJ»"c 


Strand 




( - 1 e;>t 


GuiJe Levc/L *<rse 


Ul 


12/a 


tommy n>ca?.iQn 


Roaming 


Develop and apply 
sMIb and straieoes 
io thf reading 
process 


Post-Read^ 


Gradf* 9-1? 


Apply post-reading skills to cemprenend a^d ir&enxet te>C » 
question to clarify ~ reflect - analyze - draw condus ens - 
um manse - paraphrase 


OW3/C/09- 




Writing 


Write effectively m 
various forms and 
types Of wnUng 


Expo&tory 
and 

Persuasive 
Writ«ng 


Grade 9- 17 


Wnte - muHf-paragraph informative and pesuasve e&s»3j& 
with < an effective Uiesis statement < fcffea;*-* 
paragraphing < convincing efefbo;3tlor- througn speaf-c a*io 
relevant details < o f jgmalrty (freshness ot though:} and 
individual perspective < Individual «styl«* and v\r«* 
complex idea*? in a sustained ana coxpeltog manner rnul> 
paragraph terfts that < interpret, evaluate or persuaae < 
use specific rhetorical devices <. u^e relevant evidence to 
defend a position - a renVctifve paper that compares* 
spea'ic Incidents ar<d tnerret * anal as and/or evaluation 
on the use ot imagery, lang^a:^, themes styptic devxes 
and tone in literature- 


CA/I/2/C/09- 
12/a 


Communication 


Steading 


Develop and apply 
skills and strategies 
to comprehend, 
analyze and evaluate 
fiction, peltry and 
drama from a variety 
of cultures and times 


Text 


Grade 9-12 


U<;e details from text to - analyse cfcararte*, pbt. setting, 
point of view and development of ttieme - evaluate 
proposed solutions - analyze Vie development of a theme 
across genres - evaluate the effect of author s stvJe and 
complex literary techniques (mdudmg tone} 


CA/l/l/G«'09- 
Uva 


Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply 
skills and strategies 
to the reading 
process 


During 
Reading 


Grade 9-12 


During reading, utitie strategies tc * self~cues*tion znc 
correct • Infer - visualise - predict and cheekusmg 
njeingsystems « meaning (?tunut?" < visual 


CA/1/2/W09- 

12/a 


Communication 


Reading 


Develop and apply 
skills and strategies 
to comprehend, 
analyze and evaluate 
fiction, poetry and 
drama from a variety 


Literary 
Devices 


Grade 9-1? 


Analyze and evaluate a jtnor « s me of fmuraiive language 
{emphawe irony ) t imagery and wwna devices m poHt"y 
and prose 
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o* cultures ar-d times 








CA/i'i/D/09« 
12/ a 


Cbrrjmur.tcat'On 
Arts 


Readng 


Develop aid applv 
sk<Kand <?rdtcg'C!> 

to the reading 




Grade 9 12 


keze grack>'teve! instructional to* - wm f k ency, accu'dtv- 

aid appropriate exp^ss on - aCjus: rt r; reading r^:* to 
cfiff*culty and type €>* text 


X2U 


Qs^nunicai icr, 
Arts 


\Mh and s*rdte§»eb 
*o ttw» waning 

STOCKS* 


Making 
ConneitiorLs 


Grade 942 


Compare contrast, dnay/e ana evaluate connections 
between - information a'*cJ rHat>onshjp* in v£f t ou«* Scns-i 
anc narvficuw **orks - tfr*t td^a* and c<w ewwr** * 
tad ?dea^ aio tr-e w-aric by ana^r q d*«d evduatna *»c 
re^^n^rup belvvee" Itt^rat^re a»id 1s Tories; p*»-<ck* anr 
■oilttife- 


CA/1/1.-F/09- 


Commuted: on 
Art** 


Reacto.g 


Develop and apply 
sMi » and &{d*j*gttt* 
to :h>* ^adsrq 


Pre-fi«ad,-jg 




Apf^ pre-re<*d'ng st'atrcjici to did cor-^ehcn^o'i hkl&x 
p>i&$ ttrirwk^gf p^c-vKW - pTd«ct sr* d pjf^O' e an* 
-at*- fcr reading 
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Course Curriculum Text Report 



Grade: nth Grade 
Course: English III 
Discipline; Communication Arts 
Board Approval Date: 



Course Description 

Communication is language in action, by which individuals participate in the affairs of society through reading, writing, speaking, listening 
observing, visual literacy, using electronic media and thinking. The course English III is designed to help students improve these 
communication skills. Class activities will be directed toward all areas of communication, with special emphasis on the reading process, the 
writing process and thinking, in addition, students will focus on American literature and college preparatory skills, Including ACT preparation 



Course Rationale 

English III provides the foundation for life skills, Proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, listening and thinking helps students become iifelun 
learners and allows them to participate fully as citizens of their communities, country and the world. 



Selected Objective Curriculum Items: 



• 


Unit 


* 


Local Objective 


* 


Objective used to evaluate students 


# 


Objective is A* 


• 


Assessment Activity 




level of Expectation 


* 


List of concepts and Evaluatta Types 


• 


Learning Activity 


« 


Instructional Method 


# 


Content Standards 


m 


Process Standards 


* 


Equity/Workplace Readiness 


* 


Resources 


• 


Correction Exercise 


♦ 


Enrichment Exercise 


# 


Special Needs 


» 


English language Learner 


• 


GLEs v.1,0 


• 


GlEs v2.D and CLEs 




Objective Notes/Essential Questions 
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Unit 

\ ACT/Vocabulary/Grammar 
Local Objective 

Local Objective: 01. Apply conventions of capitalization, punctuation and standard usage 
Local Objective; 02- Develop vocabulary through text using context clues, dictionary, roots 

Objective used to evaluate students 

j Yes 

Objective is A-f 

! Yes 

1 

I Assessment Activity 

* Practice ACT 

Dictation focusing on conveniens 

Level of Expectation 

90 percent completion 

Learning Activity 

! * Develop vocjahmry skills through the year (via analogies and other vocab exercises). ^Develop and review specific grammar skills 
| throughout- the year, using Sentence Elements; students taking dictation, •Take, review and score English and rzzdmg sections of the 
\ practice ACT tests. 

Study (and memorize) roots, 

Use context clues to develop vocabulary. 



Instructional Method 

Sentence Elements (items posted in room) 
Guided practice through dictation 
■■ Guided practice through ACT practice 

, Guest speaker (ACT expert) 

■ Content Standards 
jCA 1,CA ?, CAB 

Process Standards 

3.6, 4.5, 3.5 

Resources 

Practice ACT packets ACT tips from SBU Released MAP items 
Enrichment Exercise 

j Scores on ACT Scores on MAP Repetitive review of skills 



\ GLEs vl.0 









Bm We? 


Concept 


Q tide Ltrvtjf -'Con r^t> 


QT 


CA/3/1/F/Q9- 
12/e 


Communication 

Arts 


Rearfmg 


Develop and apply sktIK 
and strategies to the 

reading process 


Vocabulary 


Grade 9- XI 


Develop* vt>wbJar^ihrr-j<;h tr^t, L&ng * roote 
and «ff«xcs - context cues - glossary, dictionary 
and tnesaunj*. 


CA/2/2/F/09- 
1?/e 


Communication 
Arts 


Writing 


Compose well-developed 
text usng standard Engta>h 


Sentence 
Construction 


dradeM2 


In compos^ text, use - a variety of sentence 
structti'c a~>d length for *»tv?sstic effect ~ cohes ve 
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dPVKres. - active vo:e coi^'uctic" 1 


CA:7>7'8'0? 


Art,-* 




Compose wg^S - d^v^lop^'S 
text using standard EnghsH 
convention^ 


V><* * 4- :C* V* f < 










Writing 


Compost* well-d^ebpec 
text using standard fcnqhsh 
conventions 


Punctuation 


Gratis 9-12 


In composing texs, use - correct forr^Uirg je.g., 
quotat:uri marks, italic^ and imdctmrg) & 
nr*t cr*» - *iyp*iei i< fo* remind aaj*?ctivc< 


i2/o 


Cc-rnro-jnication 
Arc 


Wntmg 


Compose well-devebped 
text u^ng standard English 

rnnvonnnns 


Spelling 


6'3dr r >12 


In v/ntng, t«e ds^ord«7. ^pe^r^o- ant: other 
resource tn vpt*H fofcrt'j' 
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Unit 

Creative Writing; Communicating Within and Beyond the Classroom 



Local Objective 

Local Objective 01: Apply a writing process to write effectively m various forms and types of writing, 
j Local Objective 02; Compose text showing awareness of audience 

Local Objective 03: Compose text with strong controlling idea, relevant specific details, complex ideas and freshness of thought 
Local Objective 04: Compose text with effective beginning, middle and end, logical order, effective paragraphing, 
Local Objective 05: Compose text with standard usage and conventions, 

\ Objective used to evaluate students 

lYes 
j 

I Assessment Activity 

Students receive on-time grades for drafts. These are edited {by teacher/and or peers), Students revise best pieces for a portfolio. The 
Missouri 4-Point Holistic Rubric is used, The best pieces are entered in writing contest where judges evaluate the writing. 

Level of Expectation 

95 percent get on-time grade. 

Students revise pieces to 75 percent or better. 



List of concepts and Evaluation Types 





1 v&Lauon I ype 


Creative writing portfolio with three pi£<e?> 


PE 



Learning Activity 

L Create five of the following; ♦autobiography ♦description of person/place/object -essay with photos •journal/diary (fictional or 
personal) ♦narrative •dialogue (skit) ♦collection of poetry and/or prose ♦literature- related newspaper * feature story ♦sports feature 
story -commercial scripts ♦peisons! experience narrative ♦personal opinion 

2. Demonstrate standard English through print communications. 

3, Edit papers based on evaluations, 

4, Analyze written responses of peer evaluations, 

5. Choose three pieces to revise and submit for grade. 

Instructional Method 

Students read various examples of the writing choices, analyzing for form. Teacher meet individually with students during writing workshop 
time to discuss strengths and weaknesses of pieces, Students work with other students in peer evaluation groups. Students use lab and 
classroom computers to revise and edit pieces* 

Content Standards 

CA X, CA 4 

Process Standards 

2.2, 23, 2,1 

j Resources 

f Examples from previous years, 

( 

Enrichment Exercise 

Contest awards 

GLEs vl.0 



Sgluea Concept 



Grade Level/Course 
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12>s 


Art- 


WrihOQ 


Compose wefi-oevotoped 
text using s^ndard English 
conventions 


Sentence 
Construction 


Grade 9-1 2 


structure and length for st/iistc effect - toh^u'O 
dewces - active voice const ruction 




CMii^tncatoo 
Ark 


VVnting 


Compose wefl-ceveloped 
tsrt using standard English 
conventions 


C&pitateation 


Grad€ 942 


lls^f* rv"ir*v**nh>irK Trifnt^h/^*^!?'- ?n writ"' t**if 


12/3 


tomevjiK.aton 
Art-; 


Writing 


Compose wi-fi' developed 
tevt using standard fcng&sh 
convention b 


PuncUiai'Ofj 


C r «sde 9-12 


In composing t€M, ust* - corset ta^r-^iv/Ag ^ 
citation - hyphens fcr eon;p:Jun2 ad:ettr.ei 


i 2j d 


Com^ir-c^on 
Art*; 


Wnuog 


Compose we$l* Developed 
text us ng standard English 
conveniens 


Spelhng 

— ! 


Grade 9-1? 


In wrt»n§, u«** d rtio^ry, sr HH-c*se*"* ar d 
resource to W*l f O'-^r* y 



I GUBs v2,0 anil CUEs 

t. ... . 



-ill 1> 










(At 


CAVV/?;A/flO U 


Comr,unicat*on 


| Writing 


Compose well -developed 
te*t 


Audience and Purpose 


English 10 


Compose te«t choo« ig a fcrm anc pem' 

view sparer- to p.Tpc-bf and 
ajd*e«:c£ 


CA/w/i/Ayrin-a. 


Comrr;umcatjon 
Afl5 


Writing 


Apply a wrtwg p*oce&» 
composing tent 


Writs ng Process 


English III 


Apply a *nt»ng pnrest to wnte 
effectively »n vanous 'orrn;* and VP***- 
wrtirg (W3A) 


CA-vv/2/B/t iV a. 


Gomr«jmcat»on 

Art** 


Writing 


Compose well-developed 
text 


Ideas and Content 


English IV 


Compose text w;tn strong cormoll*rg »dcd 


CA'W/7/t/HIJ/a, 
CAW 2,'D£lV/£. 


Comrn j motion 
Am 


Wr.hng 


Compose weMeveioped 
text 


Conventions 


Fnglish III 


In written text apply cor-ve^tions o* 
capitah/atior 


Conrcn:jnication 

Arts 


Wotrng 


Compose well-developed 
text 


Conventions 


£ng:Kft IV 


In wntten te<t apply **0*virl»Ot!<> f/ 

pynaua^on 


rA/w/i/A/nv a> 


Communicator, 
Arts 


Wrftng 


Wnie <?fr<*rtiv«4y *n 

various forms and i^pes* 
of wnmg 


f^nriVTvp€«i/Mndt^ nf 
Writng 


FngSish IV 


Compos a van*»;y o* tf vis u^nq 
nar^aiivo, deserve, e>pc*lc«r/, a^.d/o- 
persua^ve fedtu-e* 
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Unit 

Nonficlion; Persuasion/Opinion Writing/Newswriting 
ImM Objective 

Objective 01: Incorporate researcn to support arguments* or to communicate information. Objective 02; P&mphtase and/or quote sources 
using MLA format, Objective 03: Evaluate and organize information and ideas. Objective 04: Demonstrate proficiency in writing standard 
English, Objective 05: Evaluate and analyze editorial cartoons. Objective 06: Evaluate and analyze letters to the editor* Objective 07: 
Evaluate and analyze rhetoric in persuasive speeches. Objective 08: Analyze persuasive appeals (emotional, ethical and logical). 

Objective used to evaluate students 

Yes 

j Assessment Activity 

; •Evaluation of opinion essay using state scoring guide, •Evaluation of letter/editorial cartoon using teacher-designed rubric. ♦Evaluation of 
i rhetoric using teacher-designed handout* 

Level of Expectation 

80 percent 

List of concepts and Evaluation Types 





f v'<sK»'j # i'tr. Type 







Learning Activity 

♦Write an opinion essay, ♦Write a letter to the editor or draw an editorial cartoon. ♦Write a news article based on a speech (read or viewed). 
♦Research information to incorporate into essay and cite information in MIA format, •Determine audience and purpose •Edit and proofread 
own writing to meet conventional standard English. 

Instructional Method 

? Lecture, modeling, group and class discussion, guided practice, peer evaluation, independent practice, 

j 

I Content Standards 

CA 1, CA 2, CA 3, CA 4 

Process Standards 

1.2, 2.6, JL8, 2.1, 2.2, 23, 4.4, 4,8,1,4, U, LS, 4*1 

♦Opinion essays m magazines and newspapers, •Student examples of opinion essays from previous years. 
Enrichment Exercise 

•Enter opinion essays in writing contests. •Individual conference with teacher. 



GLEs vl.O 









B.q Idea 


f omen* 


Grace, Level/Courst* 


Gif 


€A/2Jl?Ajm 

12/3 


Conr:rnun lotion 
Arts 


Writing 


Apply a writing process 81 
composing text 


Writing 
Process 


Grade 9-12 


Fo^ow « wr,tif»y process lo - independent 1 * 
create spproDnare graphic organ:7s»rs as 
needed - apply writing process to write 
effectively tn various forms and types of 
wntHig 


CA/2/2/C/09- 
12, a 


CorrmuniCdLion 

Art's 


Writing 


Compare well-developed 
text using &mtiat& Zngi&h 
conventions 


Punctuation 


Grade 9-12 


in composes text, use - correct foroauirg 
(e.g., quotation md*kj>, itafccs and underlie nq) 
m citations - hyphens tor compound aaje>ivvi4 
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CA:4<l>WQ9~ 

12? 4 


A/ts 


Information 

Literacy 


Develop and apply effective 
f&>**B r &i process skills to 
gather, analyze and evaluate 
information 


Acquire 
Information 


Grade 9-12 


Lo:ate and use multiple primary and 
secondary sources to - select reliant ma 
credible tn*orrr*afcon ~ evaluate retsabifcty or 
information - evabate reliability c* sources 


12-a 


Arts 


information 
Literacy 


Develop and apply elective 
research process sk#$ to 
gather, analwe ano evaluate 
Information 


Sources 
Consulted 


Grade 9-0 


Cite .sources- of sntormatior usng a standard 
metnod of documentation 


cam/ i ktm- 


Commutation 

Arts 


Infornisition 

Literacy 


Develop and apply effective 
research process sk;fe to 
gather, analyze and evaluate 
informal or* 


Research Plan 


G-acte 9-S2 


Develr-p appropriate research plar> co g^de 
n^ti^twi 1 a*».1 regard 0' ^>a- q**««:>*vj*. 


cau y-ww- 

l2>-a 


Communication 
Arts 


Wrtnr, 


Compose well-developed 
text using standard English 
conventions 


Capitalization 


G^ade 942 


Use contentions 0? capital'/atcn m written 
text 


CA-'2/rP03~ 
12 -a 


C communication 

A/%s 


Wr^ng 


Campos well-developed 

text mn-Q *$,mdmti £n§b?h 
conventions 


Speiimg 


Grade 9*12 


Iti vvrrtTKj, u^e d*dnn3f> r , snc$ tr^k anc 
other resources to speil correctly 


CA/2/2'P709- 


CCVTVThmKcJtlO'J 

Ms 


Wntrry 


Compos^ well- developed 
text using standard English 
conventions 


Sentence 
Construction 


Cade* 9-32 


In cornpo^nrj ie*t, use - a vanity of sentence 
structure and ienoth for stylistic effect - 
cohesive devices - acb*e voice construct or 


CA 1/2, A/09- 
1? g 


Comas* mcatmrt 
At* 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to comprehend, 
analyze and evaluate ficbon, 
poetry and drama front 3 
variety of cultures end times 


Text Features 


Grade 9-12 


locate - Interpret and 3pp*y pfcrma»*oft tr. 
title, table of contents and gjossa-y - and 
recogr»/e the tevt features of toon, poetry 
ana oVama «r grade-level text 


CA/1/2.C/D9* 
12,a 


Communication 

At* 


Reaamc 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to comprehend, 
analyze and evaluate fiction, 
poetry and drama from a 
*ar*ety 0? cultures and tmes 


Text Elements 


Graoe 9-12 


Use details fro r n text to » analyse ct^ract-*', 
plot, setting, point of viev* and dev&opment ct 
theme - evaluate proposed solutor.;* ~ analyze 
the development of a theme across gemes - 
evaluate the effect of author* s style ana 
complex literacy technics (^ncbdsnc tenr) 
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I Unit. 

j Poetry (Author Focus; Whitman/Dickinson/Hughes) 
Local Objective 

Objective 01; Read, view, listen to and evaluate written, visual and oral communications. Objective 02; Plan and make oral presentations for 
a variety of purposes and audience. Objective 03: Analyze and evaluate poetry (diction, tone, figurative language, symbolism and imagery, 
j theme, conflict, speaker), Objective 04: Recognize poetic elements, devices and techniques: rhyme, rhythm, meter, alliteration, 
| onomatopoeia, personification, simile, metaphor, irony, tone, mood, theme, symbolism, imagery and recognise poetic forms- vtllanelle, haiku, j 
tanka, cinq ua in, free verse, iambic pentameter Objective 05: Write original poetry. j 

Objective used to evaluate students ! 

Yes i 

j Assessment Activity 

! •! eather -constructed test covering poetic elements, literary devices and analysis of poem. *Teacher~designed scoring guide to evaluate 
I original poems. 

Level of Expectation 

* 70 percent tests; 70 perc 

: List of concepts and Evaluation Types 



F'oetc elements and analysts 


Oi 


Write o-fyrai pD< nv. 


PL 


L*L»rarv dgvKt."* 





Learning! Activity 

•Read a variety of poetry. »Take notes on elements of good poetry writing. •Read and evaluate literary techniques that made Whitman, 
Dickinson and Hughes unique poets. •Discuss Whitman, Dickinson and Hughes and their influence on todays poetry. •Evaluate assigned 
author's life, read poem with expression, paraphrase, summarize poem and discuss literary techniques. •Group or mdrndml poem 
presentation to class, ♦identify poetic elements, devices and techniques. • Analyze literary devices/techniques. •Write original poems selected 
from, but not limited to, the following: acrostic, cinq ua in, haiku, tanka, parody, free verse, narrative, rhymed poetry, formula poetry, 
villanelle. • Enter writing contests for audience outside classroom. 

Instructional Method 

Lecture, modeling, class discussion, guided practice, independent practice, peer evaluation 

Content Standards 

CA 1, CA 2, CA 3, CA 4, CA $, CA 6, CA 1 

Process Standards 

JM, 2A, 3,8, 2.2, 2.1, 1,8, 3.7, 1.5, 35, LI 

Resources 

The Language of Literature American Literature Various poetry handouts 
Enrichment Exercise 

Original poetry entered in student writing contests. 



iGUEs : vl.0 







St? -Ml 


b-gl-ea 




<>r«jde L^vel. Course 
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CA'U/B;09- 

lln. 


Communication 
Arts 


Read-ng 


Develop and apply skills 
ana strategies to 
comprehend, analyze and 
evaluate fiction, poetry and 

cultures and times 


Lste r ary 
Devices 


Grade M2. 


Analyze anc evaluate author - s use of figurative 
language (emphatic? irony), imagery arsu sound 
devices 30 poetry &nd orose 


12*8 


Communication 
Arte 


Writing 


Apply a writing process in 
compos - ng t*?4 


VVntmg 
Process 


Grade 9-12 


Follow * wtspg process ic - independent* lpj&l 
3fprapr,dl^ qrapfur or gar a* - aopn 
writing process to write effective! ? m v-3*ic<us ^er^s 


12/8 


tornrnumcation 

Arts 


Wnftng 


Write effectively in various 
fcrros and types of writing 


Summary 
Wnting 


Grade 9-12 


Wrte - a mcin-pdraq'-aph text that $gmrrdn/£N ia-ge 
amounts of m*cm*»at.o'» ckarl> anc cc^seiv - 
complete re^*ch p^ervpn^ecL- thii devt bp <* 
thesis, conr.a in -fifr f *-nria*jon *rom mUhpi*- *oiiu v e*» a"<C 
corform tc a ^vlc manual ff^ APA r ML ft; 


CA/O/B'W 
12/a 


Communicanori 

Arts, 


Writing 


Wnte effectively m various 
forms and types of writing 


Ajd«enxe 
and 

Purpose 


Grade 9-12 


Compose ie»t* ~ rev a variety of ca r ee" ar^ workplao 
corrmuutato'.s (e y., jee appx^oi. re«jme, tcve*" 
iett*% college app 4 raUyi essay, t'-an*-^ note, 
follow -v,p rare, forn-">, prejed proposal, tract ^ 
an1>cr concse drectiois) - fo' vnous aU*€Te5 and 
purposes, se!ect«ng and apely^g appropr die *o } ^?', 
style, font. a y ic con* o* vew 


Wa 


Arts 




VVHtC tI ; i*CovUwciiy (i t VgiiiUUS 

forms a-'id typeb of #rft»ng 


Note* 
"faking 


Cirade 9-12 ! 

! 


CA31>B/09- 
12.3 


Communication 

Arts 


Listen ng 

and 

Sp^ahnc; 


Develop and apply effective 
listening skit's and 
strategies 


Usten<ng 
Behavior 




Use active -listening behaviors {e.g., asks guesting o* 
speaker 335c! us*s borfy language and facial 
exprevaons to nd»cate agreement, d'sag-wi-m^t or 
confusion 1 


ca,i:? aw- 

3?. '3 


Communication 
Ats 


Reading 


Develop anct apply swlis 
and strategics to 
comprehend, analyse and 
evaluate fiction, poetry and 
drtna ?r&m a variety of 
cultures and times 


iMprary 
Devces 


Grade 9-12 


Analyse and evaluate autnor s ^ n< ficura*-ve 
language (emphas^c- ! ^i»nv} f wiagfry anc scond 
device^ in poetry ar^d prose 



GLEs v2«0 and CLis 





«frjh' 




Bkj Irii-. 


Concept 






CA'R/2/B'EHLc 


Communication 

Arts 


Rf*3diny 


Develop and sppfy skills and 
strategics to Gomorcnend, analyze 
anc: evaluate fiction, poetry and 
drama from a vanity of cultures 
anc timeb 


Literary Tecnmques 


Eng!;:^H III 


Identify and ex^a.n hte*^ry 
techiiques, in u?<? emp^a&cing 
analyze and c^lmu* Iter^ry 
technrques p*e^ous^* ?n:rotijcec 


CA/R 2/A/EiIi/a. 


Communitatior 
Arts, 


Readme} 


Develop and apply skliK and 
strateg es to comprehend, analyze 
atid evaluate f.ction, poetry and 
drama from a variety of cultures 
and times 


Text Features 


Fnojss-i IH 


An?fy7e anrf evaluate t* <» tex* 
^eaures n g^ade~le/d te>t 


CA/R/2.- ! C/i!!Ii/d\ 


Communication 

Arts 


R«;«Kiin§ 


D*?vebp and apply skills and 
strateg-es to comprehend, analyse 
and evaluate fiction, poetry and 
drama from a variety cf cultures 
and times 


literary Elements 


Ensii'&h III 


Use details from text(s) to 
evaluate the effect of tone ori 
tne overall mea*vng of work 


CA/W/l/A/Ofl/a. 


Commumcatron 
Arts 


Wntmg 


Apply a wntmg process in 
composing text 


Writing Process 


englisn III 


Apply a wntmg process to wnte 
effectively m vanou^ forms and 
types of writing (W3A) 


CA/W/3/A/EIII/a. 


Communication 
Arts. 


Writing 


Write effectively in various forms 
and types of writing 


Forms/Types/Modes 

of Writing 


English III 


Compose a vanety o r ie*t£, 
usm^ narratrve, descriptive, 
estpD^JtOry, ana/Or per^uasV? 
features 



http://eaion!inejnissourixdu/repomextse!mablecoursccurriculun 1 2&Coui%eID= I ... 5/ 19/2010 



Report Text Selectable Course Curriculum 



Page 10 of 25 



| Unit 

j Puritan Tradition and Beyond 

i 

1 Local Objective 

local Objective: 01. Analyze an 18th-century sermon (literary analysis) Local Objective: 02* Analyze emotional language (literary analysis) 
local Objective: 03, Understand the following literary terms; drama, setting, theme, scene, cast of characters, antagonist, dialogue, plot, act, 
protagonist, state directions, monologue, Local Objective: 04. Connect an American drama to historical contexts and to current events, Local 
I Objective: OS. Use a graphic organizer to keep track of details and characters In a drama. Local Objective: 06. Understand the following 
1 literary terms and/or aspects: character motivation, foreshadowing, drawing conclusions, making inferences, mood, irony. Local Objective: 
: 07. Compare/contrast author's purpose/tone/theme, 

| Objective used to evaluate students 

| Yes 

s 

! Assessment Activity 

! Ma<ybis of sermon using teacher evaluation. 
Quiz on literary terms. 

Quiz on literary terms/aspects, using graphic organizer. 
; Write compare/contrast paper on two author's works 

Learning Activity 

Read various genres (sermon, poetry, play); Read play by parts {acting some scenes); take notes about characters and other literary 
terms/aspects; 

Instructional Method 

j Modeling, independent practice, peer evaluation of writing, oral reading of play 



GLEs ¥2.0 and CLEs 





Va> ' iplhi? 














CA'b'2/A 9- 
12 a.v 


CommuiMcation 
Ats 


listening 
and 


\ Develop arid apply effective 
ipcakng skillb and & rat eg es for 
various audiences and purposes 


Discussion and 
p^sentabon 


9Us G*at 4 e - 12Us 
Grade 


DenHT^l^te poise and sell- 
tmtroi m Ciscu.ssse^ anc 
presentMson*; 




Communication 

A^ 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to comprehend, 
analy/p and evaluate f rtton, 
poetry drama from a vanity 
O? ruft and tinpi 




Fnshsn III 


Identify ana e*pte*i literacy 
! techrMGue&. m text 
j emphasizing anai*ve and 
• evaljate liter a*y technn:u^ 

Iwic^U r*t:od„;e<" 




Commumt.at.cr? 
Art*: 


Wr.tng 


Ap3ly £ wftirtg process in 
composing lf**t 


Writing Process 


t?#<;i in 


AppI/ z wiling process te 
j Wf |» P p*f»»f*iv*»ly ir* vanous 

forms an^ types c* writing 
s <WJA) 


CAW/2, A/OH/b. 


Communication 
Arts 


Wntmg 


C&mpo*£ weli-developed text 


Audience and Purpose 


English Kl 


Compose test chc<osi^3 a form 
ami po nt of wow app-opNatt? 
to purpose and audience 


CA/vv,-?/n/nn/b, 


Communication 
Arts 


Wntng 


Compose ^-developed text 


Ideas and Content 


English IH 


Compos text with relevant 
specific details 




Conn*. unHrat ion 
Arts 


Wnfcng 


Compos wrtl-dPvHnperi text 


f<fea> and Content 


Fngj Kh Td \ Compose tea? with string 
i csntrshng sdea 


CAAV/2'GTiIl/fl. 


Cummumr.&iio*" 
Arts 


Wnt^g 


Compose *HI-dev«Hoped tesrt 


Qryartfahon and 

Sentence Structure 


Enyl^ai III | Compose te/i with effrtf 
f beq-nr^ng mdd1?\ and e*:C 


CAW2/C/EHI/b. 


Commur otior 
Arts 




Compose well-developed text 


Organization and 

Sentence Structure. 


E*o*sh III 


Compose te<£ vuth 8 iccjiral 
order' 


CAAW2X/EU1/C 


Communication 

Arts 


Writing 


Compose weli-deveioped text 


Organisation and 

Sentence Structure 


Encash III 


Compose text with effect a e 
parag r apn>ng 


CAAV'2/OEHi/e. 


Communication 
Arts 


Wrmnq 


Compose well-developed tert 


O-qapi/avon and 

Sentence Structure 


in 


Compose te.*t nvitn var ec 
sentence structure 


CA/W/ZC/EIII/g, 


Communication 
Arts 


Writing 


Compose well-developed text 


Organzat on and 
Sentence Structure 


fcrgiisn !i; 


Compose te<t ***** act.ve voice 
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Arts J 


Wnr*» effectively in various, forms 
and types of writing 


forms/T ypes/Modes of 
Writing 




I' 

Compaq a varsity of t#**ts, i j 
including Merary analysis | 
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I Unit 

Reading Workshop 
Local Objective 

Objective 01: Students will accumulate at least 50 AR points for an A; other grades will be prorated. Objective 02: Students will read d 
variety of texts (including nonfiction) 

Objective used to evaluate shideitts 

Yes 

Assessment Activity 

: STAR testing (Corom> Arts. SMART goal) 
; AR tests 

Book chats with teacher 
Student survey and goals 
Book projects 
Literature circle activites 

Level of Expectation: 

Expectations will &vpend on students' grading levels. 

Learning Activity 

Reading 

Reading strategies 
literature circle discussions 



Instructional Method 

■Modeling- 

Reading strategies mini-lessons 

Reading excerpts from various genres 



GUEs v2,0 and CLEs 





Disupline 


Str -jfici 


3iq Idecs 


(,or\ ^pt 


Grade b'vei, Ceu^*-* 


Gl I 


CA/R/l/f/BlI/a< 


Communication 

Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to the reading 
process 


Pre- 
Reachng 


tngiiSh III 


Apply p»c-readinc <5rraifg«c«; to a 3 

comprehension: access poor knowledge 


CA/R/i.'T/EJII;b. 


Communication 
AftS 


Reading 


Develop and sppiy skills and 
strategies to the resting 
process 


Pre- 
Read*ng 


English 111 


Apply pre-reading strategies tc aid 

comprehension: preview 


CA/R/1/f/EIH/c. 


Communication 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to the reading 
process 


Pre- 
Reading 


English III 


Apply pre^eadmg strategies to 
cc«npiche*won: predict with text suppon or 
rationale 


CA/R/l/F/BlI/d. 


Communication 

Aits 


Reading 


Develop and apply sMIs and 
strategies to the reading 
process 


Rre- 
Reading 


EngNsn III 


Apply pre-reading strategies' set a purpose 
and rate for rt&timg 




Communication 
Art?, 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to the reading 

process 


During 
Reading 


English III 


Dunng reading, ui\h?% strategies tc self- 
monitor comprehension 


CA/R/l/G/EIII/C 


Communication 

Arte 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to the reading 
process 


Dunng 

Reading 


fcngfcsh III 


Dying reading, utilize strategies to cuestior 
■the text 


CA/R/l/G/Efll/r. 


Communication 
Art*; 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to the ?ea6m§ 
process 


Dunng 
Reading 


English II! 


Dumg reading utilize strategies tc pa?api?ase 


CA/R/l/G/Bii/g, 


Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to the reading 
process 


During 
Reading 


Bnglah HI | 


Dunng reading, utilize strategies to summarize. 
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(.Unit """ 
: Ameron Dmm& 

I 

Local Objective 

Objective 01: Read, view listen to and evaluate written, visual and oral communications, Objective 02: Analyze and evaluate literay device 
and techniques. Objective 03: Analyze elements such as setting, plot, characters, theme, purpose, point of view, style and tone, 

. Objective used to evaltiate students 

\ Yes 

1 Assessment: Activity 

j Paragraph writing about characters, theme 

Qumes 



Writing analyzing elements and techniques 

Learning Activity 

Read play Our Town 

Learning centers focused on aspects of 1900s (locally and across country) 
Field trip to Lindley Prairie Cemetery 



Instructional Method 

Reading strategies (front-loading for pre-reading, learning centers) 

Lecture 
Discussion 

Modeling and reading practice 



Resources 

The Literature of Language American Literature The Crucible 
American Literature (Gtencoe) Our Town 

GLEs v2.0 and Otis 













Kitnci? 1 evel/Cuurse 


GIF 


CA/ft/2/A/Ein/a, 


Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply ^Killrs and strategies 
to comprehend, analyze and evaluate 
faction, poetry and drama from a variety 
of cultures and times 


Text 
Features 


Engb.%h Iff 


Ana,y/e arid evaawte the text futures 
in gradeHevel te*i 


cA/njzm/mi/t. 


Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skiffs and strategies 
to comprehend, analyze and evaluate 
Action, poetry ami drama from a variety 
c # cultures and times 


Literary 
Techniques 


English II] 


Identify arc- exp'am literary 
technique^ in text empnas-^ng 
analyze and evaluate Merary 
techniques previously introduced 


CA/R/2.'C/fcJll/b. 


Communication 
Arte 


Reading 


Develop and apply skill? and strategies 
to comprehend, analyse and evaluate 
fiction, poetry ar$d drama from a variety 
cultures and times 


Literary 
Elements 


English ill 


Use details from text's) to analyst- 

character, plot, setting, po^t of we* 


CA/R/2/e/BU/t. 


Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and strategies 
to comprehend, analyze and evaluate 
fiction, poetry and drama from a variety 
of cultures and time* 


literary 

Elements 


English III 


Use dcta-K fnorr. y»yt(s'; to «naiy/r tru- 
development of a tficme across 

genres 


CA/R;2/C/ttJJ/d. 


Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skUls and strategies 
to comprehend, analyze and evaluate 
fiction, poetry and drama from a variety 
of cultures and rmcs 


Literary 
Elements 


£n#sh IH 


Use delays from te*t{$>) to evaluate ] 
trie effect of tore or- me oveia». 
meaning of worx 


CA-'R/jf/C/HII'n. 


Conrnumcabon 
Aru* 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and strategies 
to coroprehod, analyze and «vajuau» 
nonfiction (such as biographies., 
newspapers, technical manuals) from a 
variety of cultu res a nrf limes 


Text 

Structures 


fcnglish HI 


Use details from argumentative texc{s) 
to anafyye and evaluate author s 
vsewpcHnt/perspective 
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Unit 

Spirit of Individualism ~ Celebrations of Self 
Local Objective 

Local Objective: 01. Summarize to understand an essay. Local Objective: 02. Analyze aphorisms. Local Objective; 03- Evaluate author's 
observations, local Objective: 04. Understand and apply transcendentalism local Objective: 05. Understand and recognise the following 
literary terms; free verse, anaphora, catalog, parallelism, allusion, imagery, experimental poetry, Local Objective; 06, Connect literature to 
historical contexts and to the students own experiences, Local Objective: 07. Understand and appreciate a classic lync poem (literary 
: analysis) Local Objective: 08. Use strategies for reading traditional poetry (active reading) Local Objective: 09. Examine stanza nd rhyme 
schemes (literary analysis) Local Objective: 10, Identify and understand free verse and poetnc devices for creating rhythm (literary analysis) 
Local Objective: 1L Apply strategies for reading fee verse (active reading) Local Objective: 12. Hake inferences to understand poetry (active 
reading) Local Objective: 13. Demonstrate proficiency in writing standard English, Local Objective: 14. Locate and gather information and 
ideas. Local Objective: 15; Process, organize arid evaluate information and ideas, 

Objective used to evaluate students 

Yes 

Assessment Activity 

♦Songs of Self CD, using teacher-generated rubric •Philosophy of life paper •NLA format works cited ♦Packet on transcendentalism (requiring 
short answer, essay and vocabulary) 

Learning Activity 

•Read Transcend&nt3iists (Emerson, Thoreau), •Read Whitman. *Keep a reader's journal. »Work in groups to interpret and evaluate poetry, 
•Create a songs of srlf CD •Write a philosophy of life paper (NLA style) •Interpret aphorisms -Read poetry that reflects the transcendental 
\ themes. •Watch Dead Poets Society, noting transcendental themes and ideas 

Instructional Method 

Lecturing, modeling, group activities and presentations, note taking, individual work on packets. 

Content Standards 

CA 2, CA 3, CA 7 

■■ Process Standards 
1.6, 1.5 



GLEs vl.0 







Strand 




C^ncvps 


G i atle i e vel/ Co\ ir^ 


Gil 


OUi/i/I/09- 

12/3 


Cdmmunicauon 

Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply 
skflls and 
sirategfeb to the 

reading process 


Making 
Connections 


Grade 9-1? 


Compare, contrail, analyze and equate connections b€*twocn 
- information ard relationships in various f eta and nan* 
flcbon works « text ?deas and om experiences - text *deai and 
the world bv analyzing and evaluating the Moonship 
between fcrerature and a?, historic ai p&mocI and ciJture 



GLEs v2.0 and CLEs \ 



Gi f Coni* 


O*so ^Ime 


Strand 


Biq Idea 




Giaae tevef .'Course 


GIF 


CA/I/l/A/9 
17/8J 


Communication 
Arts 


lnformat»on 
literacy 


Develop and appty effective- 
research process skills to gather, 
analyse and evaluate information 


Research Plan 


9th Grade - l?th 
Grade 


Develop an appropriate research 
plan to <jirde investigation and 
research of focus questions 


CA/f/I/&<9~ 


Communication 

Arts 


Information 
Literacy 


Develop snd apply effective 
research process skills to gather, 
analyse and evaluate mhwrnzimn 


Acquire 
Information 


9th Grade - 12th j Locate and u^e multiple primary 
Grade j and secondary sources tc sel<?r. 

j relevant and credible infomia'jon 


CA/r/J/C/9- 
1?/a„. 


Communication 
Am 


Information 
1 iteracy 


Develop and apply effective 
research process skills to gather 
analyze and evaluate information 


Record 
Information 


9th Grade - !2th 
Grade 


. — — — 

Record relevant wformahon 9 torn 
multiple primary and secondary 
source using a self -selected 
note-taking or organizational 
strategy 
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CA/R/2/A/niI/a 


Communication 

Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply stelte and 
strategies to ZQmpmhzm, analyse 
and evaluate fiction, poetry and 
drama from a vanety of culture 
and limes 


Text Features 


fcngiish Hi 


Analyze and evaluate the text, 
feature rn grade-level text 


i CA/R/2/QBIIa, 


Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to comprehend, analyse 
and evaluate Action, poetry and 
drama from a variety of cultures 
and $mes 


Literary 
Elements 


English 01 


Use detail* from textis) to analyze 
ttie development of a theme 
across genres 


[ CA/R 2/C'OIS/d 


Communication 

Arb 


Reading 


Develop and appjy skills and 
strategies to cornp«»hi?nti, analyse 
and evaluate fiction, poesry and 
drama from a vanety of cuKuius 
and times 


Literary 

Elements 


Engiis.fi W 


Uy» details fru^ teviib} to 
evaluate the e-ect of tone or the 
Over till mcsnirp £>* work 


CA'WVl/A/OH/a. 


Communication 
Arts 


Writ; rig 


Apply a writing process in 
composing iexi 


Writing Process 


English HJ 


Apply a wrtmg process to wte 
effectively *n various form* and 
types o* writ; rig $W3A* 




Communication 

Arts 


Writing 


Compose well -developed text 


Audience and 
Purpose 


£nglisri III 


Compose texl shcw^ne, awareness 
of audience 




Communication 


Writing 


Compose weft developed text 


Ideas and 
Content 


Encash 10 


Compose !eM with strong 
control op Idea 


WW^/a/eOf/b. 


Cnmmiwat'or, 

Arts 


Writing 


Compose wel- developed tevr 


Ideas and 
Content 


frnglish HI 


Compose text witn relevant 
specific details 


CA"W;2/B/fclH/d, 


Commumcation 
Arts 


Wntinq 


Compose well-developed text 


Ideas and 
Cement 


English 01 


Compose text w*tb freshes** q> 
■thought 




Communication 
Ans 


Writing 




Organization 
and Sentence 
Structure 


ErrsgMsh II! 


Compose t«<t with effective? 
beginnmtj, middle, and end 


WW/2/C/EIIi/b. 


Communication 


Writing 




Organization 
and Sentence 
Structure 


English HI 


Compose tetf with a logical order 


CA/W/2/anii/c. 


Communication 
Am. 


Writing 




Organization 
and Sentence 
Structure 


English III j Compose text with efectivt? 
j paragraphing 

- * 


CA/W/?/C/EJJl/d, 


Communication 

Arts 


Writing 




Of qb mzation 
anc Sentence 
Structure 


English III j Compos text with cohewc 
i devices 
1 




Communication 
Arts 


Writing 


COfHDOS^ W*>H -rifn«»Inn Off !Y*vt 


Organization 
and Sentence 
Structure 


English III j 


Compose text with vaneo 
sentence structure 


CA/W/2/OTHl/f, 


Communication 

Arts 


Writing 


Compose well -developed text 


Organisation 

and Sentence 
Structure 


English III 


Compose text with cionty of 
expression 


CA/W/2/C/EIit/s. 


Communication 
Arts 


Wnfeng 


Compose well-developed text 


Organization 

and Sentence 
Structure 


English 111 

i 


Compose text with active voice 
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Unit 

Poetry Out Loud 
local Objective 

Students adjust their use of spoken, written and visual language (e.g. conventions, styles, vocabulary) to communication effectively with a 
variety of audiences and for different purposes, 

1 Students will memorize a poem from the Poetry Out Loud web site. 

! Students will present the poem to the class. 

: Students will learn and demonstrate active listening skills. 

'? 

Objective used to evaluate students 

No 

Assessment Activity 

Memorized poem presented in class. 

Student will be assessed using the contest evaluation sheet: Physical presence, voice and articulation, appropriateness of dramatization, level 
of difficulty; evidence of understanding, overall performance* 

i 

« Level of Expectation 

AH students will present a memorized poem. 

Learning Activity 

Learners will visit Poetry Out Loud web site, explore poems and choose a poem to present. 
Learners will vtew past national winners of Poetry Out Loud, 
Learners will practice presenting poems in small groups. 
Learners will discover effective ways to memorize. 
Learns will present memorised poems in class. 

Classroom winners will compete in high school competition (evaluated by outside judges). 

Instryctiorial Method 

Online exploration. 

Modeling of memorization techniques. 
Modeling of poetry presentation. 



GLEs v2.0 and ClEs 









Big I fir a 




Grade Level/tour*** 




CA/I- 1/ A/9- 
12 f »j 


Communication 
Art*? 


information 
Literacy 


Develop and apply effective skills 
and st? aieg>« to analyse and 
evaluate oral and vsuai media 


Nedia 


9th Grade ~ 12th 
tirade 


Analyze, describe, ana evaJua:? tne 
HlwnefHs of message*, project**?) in 
various media (e.g., v<dens t p;ciyq»\ 
«eb*s*!es, artwork, pla^s, and or news 
programs) 


CA/l'l/D/9- 

11 /a j 


Communication 


Information 
l iteraty 


Develop ar.d apply effective 
research process sk$s to gather, 
ana iy?e and evaluate information 


Sources 
Consulted 


9th Grade - 1 2th j Document sources* of information c&ir.g 
Grace | a standard ciaijor format 

i 


CAA./J/A-9- 

32 /a J 


Communication 
Arts 


U'Ammq and 
Speaking 


Develop and apply effective 
listening skill*; and strategies 


Putposu* for 

listening 


9th Grade - 12th 
Grade 


L^ten for enjoyment 












1 
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Common « car <on 


UsfenTvg and 

Speakers g 


Develop and apply effpetvr* 
listening skills and strategies 


Purpose tor 
L'Stenmg 


Grade - !?tn 
Grade 


1 rcten trj evaluate own *fj£ ctr ers' 
effectiveness «« prts£ntm*cns *nd 
g^'oup d:scuss^*s, tsirtq provided 

4v.u it,.s U5 


CA/L'i/B/9- 

12 ;a<i 

j 
i 


Communication 
Art', 


Listening and 
Speafcnq 


Dewlap and apply effective 
listening skills and strategies 


Listening 
Behavior 


91*' Grade • 12th 
Gran? 


Use actsv^-btenmc behaviors *'e«g>, 
ask*, questions of sccakrr and ise*, 
body language and ?asal expresses 
to indole agreement, disagreement, 
or cufifySiDn) 




Cornmunxauon 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills ana 
strategies to comprehend, ana!/?e 
and evaha*? ; < fiman, po«*try and 
drama from a variety of cultures 
and tunes 


Text 
Feature 


Englsh Hi 


Analyse and evaluate tne te/t feaives 
sn grad^-it'v**! tr>>t 


CA/R/2'C/nii/c. 


Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skrils and 
strategies to comprehend, analyze 
and evaluate fiction, poetry and 
drama from a variety of cultures 
and tinier 


Literary 
Elements 


English ill 

i 


Use detai'b fron> tcvtfc) to e'emenstrote. 
compreber^Dn sk»-*ls pwojyy 


CA/R<7/G£m<U 


CommjnicatiQn 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills ane 
strategies tu comprehend, analy2e 
and evaluate fiction, poetry arid 
drama from 31 variety of cultures 
and times 


Literary 
Llementb 


English III 

i 

~ L 


Use detail f ron te*t(C; to cva,„au- the 
effect 0* iov.u cu tne ave*d?l med^ng o: 

WOTfc: 



h»P^ionl,fXMnivsour^^^ 5/19/2010 



Report Text Selectable Course Curriculum 



Page 1 8 of 25 



Unit 

Writing Conventions 



Local Objective 

In written text, students will use the following; 
conventions of capitalization 
conventions of punctuation 
standard usage 

Assessment Activity 

Sentence dictate 



Learning Activity 

Sentence Elements lecture, discussion, small group work, mentor text work 
Instructional Method 

Lecturing, modeling, Sentence Element handouts, mentor text, examples 



GLEs v2.0 and CLEs 







Strand 


Bifi Idea 


Concept 


Grade Level/Course 


GIT 




Communication 


Wntlng 


Compos*? wil-dewloped 
text 


Conventions 


Enqiish III 


In written text ap$v conventions of 
capitalization 




Communication 

Arts 


Wntsng 


Compose wraJI-deveiapad 

text 


Conventions 


English HI 


In wntten text apply conventions of 




Arts 


Vlritmg 


Compose weH-devebped 

text 


Conventions 


English III 


In written text apply standard usage 
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Unit 

Writer's Notebook 












Local Objective 

Students will write (at least:) weekly m their Writer's Notebook. 

Students will respond to various genres (prose, poetry, literature, current events), 

Students will write in various genres, including literary analysis, reflective, persuasive, personal opinion, 




i Assessment Activity 

Writer's Notebook checks (giving points for completion and attempts at various genres of writing, based on reading from texts, online and 
print resources) 


, Learning Activity 

\ Comment on various reading activities and genres, 
* Attempts are various writing genres. 
< Analysis of various genres. 
Connections to various genres. 








Instructional Method 

; Modeling, questioning, reading various genres, discussing after wrttmc 
| writing ideas. 


}, using entries as part of the writing process, using entries to generate 


5 GLEs v2*G and CLEs 












GLL L^r 




| strati a 


8?y Idea 






:a i 


CA'VV/3>A/tm>'d. 


Communicator! 

Art:. 


'. Wntmg 
i 


Write effectively m various form*, 
and types o f wnhng 


Forms/Types/M odes 
o^ Writing 


English HI 


Compose a variety of texts, 
including lit era rv anaty&fc 




Communication 
Arts 


Writing 


Write effect vel/ in various forms 
and types of wribrwj 


Forms/1 y pes/M odes 
of Wr&ng 


English 11! 


Compose a variety of texit, 

including reflective writing 




Communication 
Arts 


Writing 


Apply a wntlng process in 
composing text 


Writing Process 


English ill 


Apply a writing process to write 
effectivtly in various forms and 
types of writing (W1A) 


ew2,>e/nn/a. 


Communication 
Aft** 


Reading 


Dc/elop and ar>ply skills and 
strategies to comprehend, analyze 
and evaluate fiction, poetry and 
drama from a variety of cultures 
md times 


Literary Teehmqueo 


bid :h IU 


Identify and ex-pta^ Mrrary 
techniques, n text empnawmg 
euphemism 


CA/R'2/8/im/h, 


Commyrutat on 
Art:. 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to comprehend, analyze 
and evaluate faction, poetry and 
drama from a variety of cultures 
a n d t imes 


L*terary Techniques 


Engljih III 


Identify and explain Iters-y 
t«rhn.*)gos, in text emphasiz nr; 
sat^e 


CA/R/2/B/E1I1/C. 


Communication 

Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to comprehend, analyze 
and evaluate fiction, poetry and 
drama from a variety of cultures 
and times 


Lrterary Techniques 


Enghsh 111 


Identify and exp*am literary 
technique*?, m text ernpna&izmrj 
analyse and evaluate literary 
techniques previously introduces 


CA/R/J/A/Elil/Sx 


Communication 
Arts 


fading 


Develop ar«d apply skills and 
strategies to comprehend, aratiyrc 
and evaluate nonaction (such as 
biographies, newspapers, 
technical manuals) from a variety 
of cultures and times 


text features 


Cngli^fi 111 


Lxpiain, analyse, and evaluate tne * 
minors use o' text features to 
clarify meaning 




Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills ard 
strategies to comprehend, analyze 
and evaluate nonfjcticn (such as 
biographies, newspapers, 
technical manuals) from a variety 
of cultures and times 


Literary Techniques 




Identify, e/pla«n, and analyze 
Ifterary techmqtes in norK«don, 
emphasizinc figurative lane; jage 
and sound devices previously 
introduced 




Comnunication 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
strategies to trie reading process 


Making Connections 


English III 

I 


Compare, contrast, analyze ard 
evaluate connections: text to ten 
(inform juor and region vhtjs H 
various fiefcon and nor-fta.on 

i 
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GOTnitifJscetion 


Reading 


Develop and apply sMK and 
strategies to the reading prrxw 


Mgkmtj Connections 


fcrtphsh 11! 


Compare, co-nrast, arwy^e and 
p/aluate connections- tent to seP 
ftcxi <dcwi owi 5 exponent*?* 




Communication 
Arts 


Reading 


Develop and apply skills and 
.strategies to tne reading process 


Making Connections 


English III 


Compare, contrast, anavio anc 
evaluate ta^Ctcrs: tzA t*j world 
(text ideas and woid bv 
W2)pmz ard evaluating th<; 
relat on&itp r^twee^ literal jre and 
its l* stor <ai <od & ulvjt e) 


<~h ;D 1 '1 f I '/-, 
i„M'H, 4.; C Us, v J v 


Gorrs^umcaban j Reading 
Arts | 


fTfesH'salfsn arid ^r^rvk? clrifN Hkfift 
strategies to \na rc&dmy process 


Mafeng Connections 


English III 


Ccmpa r e, confab ana'yv? and 
{text ide^s and ^wr *»*p*>r,i«nce^ 


CA/R IJ-lUl.b, 


Arts 


Redding 


Develop anc' apply skrfls and 
strategy to the reading p-rsre^s 


HaKing Connections 


Engifsh ill 


Cor* iwe, co^as?, aralvr** and 

p* f aiuatr connections t?*4 tc set 
{tc/: ideas anc o*vr experience: 


CA/R' 1 ^ I ; L13i/c> 


Conmun-catifKi 

Aas 


Reading 


D(*vf&)p and appiy sk$$ and 
strateg-es te the reading process 






Coups is? contrast, anatyA and 
evaluate ccmec'sors te<t to wori.j 

rteas «rid the w-orld rv 
at <*1v7in§ ard r*?k.aing the 
relationship btft^eei Nkrature an/: 
h rtencal penoo at t/jIKr^s 

~"T '■„•• , , " 7 " " ' 
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